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An Analytical Look at the Accuracy of The Da Vinci Code 

“The Priory of Sion—a European secret society founded in 1099—is a real organization. In 1975 Paris's Bibliothèque Nationale discovered parchments known as Les Dossiers Secrets, identifying numerous members of the Priory of Sion, including Sir Isaac Newton, Botticelli, Victor Hugo, and Leonardo da Vinci”(Brown 2).

Dan Brown emphasizes the fact that his details on the Priory of Sion are fact.  The question that is up for debate is the validity of his assertion.  In other words, we must explore the reasons for which Dan Brown made these conjectures based on just one set of document.  The Priory of Sion, as Dan Brown portrays it, are only seen in history by one document known as the Dossier Secrets or the Priure Documents.  These documents were created and placed the Biblioteque Nationale of Paris in 1956 by Pierre Plantard, a well known con artist we now believe.  The argument which has been the topic of many papers and lectures is the validity of the Priory of Sion being an actual society.  In the novel The Da Vinci Code, Dan Brown the author, or his spokesman, Robert Langdon accepts as fact that they are a true operating group that has influenced many groups such as the Knights Templar.  He claims that the Priory contains direct descendants of the bloodline that stretches back to Jesus Christ and Mary Magdalene.  In this paper, The Da Vinci Code will be broken down to see if Dan Brown has enough facts to support his outrageous claims.  Many scholars argue that Dan Brown is completely false in his conjectures and this in turn discredits his alleged historical fiction masterpiece that has captured the minds of millions of people all around the world.  
The Fiction

Before analyzing the fallacies, we must first explore the motives Dan Brown has for claiming that his writing is fact.  Most of the information Brown has proposed come from the writings of Holy Blood Holy Grail, The Templar Revelation, and The Woman With the Alabaster Jar.  A reading of these three works, points to see the state of mind in which Brown wrote The Da Vinci Code. He became captivated by the Holy Blood Holy Grail theories of a Holy Bloodline and the fact that the Priory was the safe keeper of the secrets of the Grail.  All three of these works are the foundation of his arguments.  Works  such as Holy Blood Holy Grail, however, make certain conjectures that can only be proven factual by accepting without question the Dossier Secrets or Priure Documents.  Brown’s information is primarily based off these works of literature, that themselves are based on a single document.  

The Priory of Sion is alleged to have been founded in 1090 by Godfroi de Bouillion.  The original place of its headquarters was known as Notre Dame du Mount Sion.  According to a manuscript known as the “Prieure Documents”, an order of Calabrian monks who left the Belgian Abbey of Orval in 1090 helped elect Godfroi de Bouillion to the stature of the King of Jerusalem due to the fact that he was said to be a descendant of the Merovingian bloodline, and also a descendant of King David through Jesus and Merovech.
 Godfroi repaid the favor by appointing the Calabrian monks to a headquarters on Mount Sion where they could start their own monastery.  The order was said to have worked with and alongside the Knights Templar or the Order of the Temple, which defended Christian pilgrims, journeying towards the Holy Land.
  

The Knights Templar and the Priory of Sion are reputed to have worked hand in hand until 1188 at Cutting of the Elm at Gisors.  At this event, the Holy Land was lost due to treason by Gerard de Ridgefort’s treason against the Christian empire.  Ridgefort was the acting master of the Knights Templar when the Holy Land was lost to the Muslims due to poor military decisions made by him.  From this, the Priory of Sion elected its first ever independent grand master, Jean de Gisors. This caused the Priory of Sion to leave their headquarters in Jerusalem and move back to France.
  Other sources, such as Holy Blood Holy Grail, say that the Knight’s Templar and the Priory of Sion were one unified group.  The Ordere were the inner circle of the Templar, and ordered the Templar to fight different other groups.  In other words, the Knights were there to protect and defend while the Ordere ruled over the Kingdom of Jerusalem.
After the Crusades little is known of what exactly happened to the Priory of Sion.  Many believe that the organization operated in secret for many years, and raised many of the brightest most influential minds as their grand masters.  The grandmasters have been dated all the way until recent times.


The history of the Priory of Sion regarded previously, are the views expressed by Dan Brown and the authors of Holy Blood Holy Grail.  Their historical accuracy has been questioned by many writers that have published books refuting The Da Vinci Code.  For this reason, we must look further into the Priory and find out who they really were.
Pierre Plantard and the Dossier Secrets

To truly understand the Priory of Sion, we must first examine the man behind the secrets deposited into the Bibliotheque Nationale Paris.  Pierre Plantard was born in Paris, France on March 18, 1920 to a butler and a cook with little monetary earnings.  Therefore, education was unimportant and he eventually failed out of high school.  He then decided to try his luck in the world of religion, when he started an anti-Jewish, anti-Masonic movement called “The French Union.”  Its purpose was to achieve restoration of the France back to its Christian Glory.  He then decided to publish works that really attacked the Masons and the Jews, called Letter to “Marshal Petain.”  Politics consumed him as he continued to speak out with his 100 members of his group and published weekly articles about anti Semitism and against the Masons.  With age, Plantard became more and more active in the area of politics and had several incidents with the police.  Then Plantard carried out his most outrageous plan.  He submitted documents known as the Dossier Secrets, to the Bibliotheque Nationale Paris.  In these documents he claimed to be a direct descendant of a line of great minds that date back to Jesus Christ and many Kings of the past.  He also claimed and listed off many men that were grandmasters of the society that shared his same relation.  Many have called him false and still don’t believe his writings, but his revealings, although unfathomable, have some historical merit, even though he didn’t as a person.


The Facts
        The facts of the mystery of the Priory have been argued by many scholars in the field, such as Robert Richardson and di Massimo Introvigne, found that the findings of the authors of Holy Blood Holy Grail are in fact false.  Although the Priory has a document deposited in the Biblioteque Nationale, most historians believe it to be propaganda coordinated by Plantard.  Plantard supposedly started the group in 1956 when he filed through French law the right to be an official group.  He called it the Priory of Sion.  In other words, he formed a secret society in itself that was fabricated and published documents to support his fantasy.  Plantard claimed to be a part of the Merovingian dynasty, which is a debatable bloodline that leads back to Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  He also claimed that Mary Magdalene and Jesus ran away from the crucifixion. By his account Jesus and Mary Magdalene produced offspring, and their descendants gave rise to the Merovingian dynasty, which ruled France from 476 to 750 A.D.
The origins of the Priory of Sion fraud can be traced back to the 18th century. A reviving interest in the occult led to the creation of many esoteric groups.  The founders and participants in these groups often broke away and started their own. At the same time, there was a power struggle for the right to the French Government between two dominating parties. The royalists, who were composed of the Catholic Church, the far right, and the supporters of the old system of royalty, vied for power with the republicans, composed of Freemasons and other supporters of democratically elected governments. The Freemasons eventually won the power of government and dominated up to and throughout World War II.  Their domination left many with an extreme hatred for their group and party beliefs.

At the height of the political struggle, Joseph Alexandre St. Yves d’Alveydre, proposed a new idea for the enforcing moral standards in the French government called synarchy.  The belief in synarchy was said to be taken from an older society known as the Knights Templar.  It stated that elections would dictate the leaders.  The leaders would then represent and influence their select aspect of society and eventually shape the society as a whole.  This meant that leaders would specialize in governing one aspect of life and this would cause society to be better off.   The Royalist Party was greatly troubled by this idea and lost much of its power to the esoteric groups because of this.  By the 1930’s people all over France were affected by the synarchist policies.
The influence of the esoteric groups caused feuding in Europe in the 1930’s and many anti-Jewish and Masonic groups were denounced all over.  Organizations were formed against the esoteric groups that protested and refuted the ideas of the esoterics.  Groups such as the FUDOSI were formed by the right wing groups to defend their beliefs and ideals.  

The battles between the two groups could be seen all over Europe and especially in Germany where Masons and Jews were persecuted for their beliefs.  The members of each group were stored in a central depository in France known as Centre d’Action Maconnique.  The Nazi’s knew this so the documents were seized as well.  The far rights assisted in the capturing of many Masonic and esoteric orders because the fear for a change made them paranoid.  A document known as the Chauvin Report was issued and made claims that the Masons were involved in French Government.  In other words, Masons were breaching the right wings members.  While this was all happening, an esoteric group known and the Alpha Galates started its own operation and placed Pierre Plantard as their head.

From this organization, Plantard reached for more power and more influence.  He wanted his views to be expressed and acknowledged by everyone.  Therefore, he started other societies and wrote different essays and letters in order for his opinions to be voiced.  He spoke out against the Jews and the Masons and talked about renew or purifying France.  This then carried over from each society that he was a part of until it became the centerpiece for the Priory of Sion.  Other attempts at forming societies for Plantard failed.  The French government disallowed his appeal to start the French Renewal Revival.  They had him arrested numerous times for trying to create these societies.
After numerous attempts at forming these organizations Plantard decided to take his perspective to the Catholic Church.  He decided to preach at such churches as St. Sulpice which was depicted falsely by Dan Brown.  Dan Brown makes mention to the Priory keystone being hidden in St. Sulpice Church.  Earlier tonight, when Silas told the Teacher that the Priory keystone was hidden inside Saint-Sulpice, the Teacher had sounded doubtful. (Brown 89) 

In reality, St. Sulpice was only the place where Pierre Plantard preached at when he claimed that he was the heir to the throne of France due to his supposed Merovingian blood relation.  He traveled to many Catholic churches in France making these outrageous claims.

As we have seen, the Priory of Sion that Plantard formed was a fraud. The real Priory of Sion was an authentic Catholic monastic order. A priory is a religious house or order. Sion or Zion is the ancient name for Jerusalem, where the order was headquartered at the monastery of Our Lady of Mt. Zion. It transferred its headquarters to St. Leonard d'Acre in Palestine and later to Sicily. In 1617 it ceased to exist and was absorbed into the Jesuit order.  This order of Catholic monks was not involved in esoteric or political concerns and never had any proven influence over the Knights Templar that Brown states.

Sophie already looked troubled. "You're saying the Knights Templar were founded by the Priory of Sion to retrieve a collection of secret documents? I thought the Templars were created to protect the Holy Land."

A common misconception. The idea of protection of pilgrims was the guise under which the Templars ran their mission. Their true goal in the Holy Land was to retrieve the documents from beneath the ruins of the temple." (Brown 133)

Brown tries to prove his case that the Knights Templar wasn’t created to fight in the Crusade, but rather to defend the secret of the Holy Grail.  Numerous sources confirm that the Knights Templar was created to protect pilgrims making their journey to the Holy Land.  They also were set out to fight in the front line against the Muslims.  Dan Brown’s information contradicts many reference books and actual history.

There are two more outstanding examples of how Dan Brown and the Priory of Sion have created their fictions. It has attempted to appropriate Templar history and portray the Templars as subservient to it and to its fictional bloodline through totally fabricated documents various authors call the Priory documents and they make claims to the homes of the Templar Grand Master was at Blanchefort. Yet Blanchefort was the home of a Cathar noble by that name, not a Templar Grand Master. Likewise, Plantard alleges his actual last name is St. Clair, although proof to the facts cannot be found anywhere. The Sinclairs or St. Clair were, inborn heads of Scottish Rite Freemasonry, were related by marriage to Templar founder Hugh de Payen.  In other words, Plantard made claims to being part of the bloodline relating to the founders of Freemasony along with the Merovingian Bloodline.
  
The Priory of Sion constructed its fiction of their relation to the Merovingian bloodline by first creating the appearance of an authentic esoteric lineage for itself. It accomplished this by placing fabricated histories in libraries, by falsely associating itself with ancient esoteric groups, and by emulating the heritage of prewar esoteric groups. The group the Priory has plagiarized most from is the Order of the Rose-Croix of the Temple and the Grail, founded by Josephin Peladan in 1891. Some of its real and alleged links adopted by the Priory include: the work of the painter Nicolas Poussin, associations with the Knights Templar, and the survival of a supposedly lost secret of the tomb of Jesus. 

The so-called bloodline created by the Priory does not exist. There is no descent from Jesus through the Merovingian’s or other families; in fact there is no genuine evidence of any bloodline descended from Christ. The survival of the Merovingian bloodline as expressed in the "Priory" documents is based on the alleged marriage of Giselle de Razes to the seventh-century Merovingian King Dagobert II. Giselle de Razes never existed. Plantard and his associates fabricated her. 

The false history of the Priory of Sion and its false bloodline was created by utilizing the vast amount of esoteric documents publicly available in French libraries and by depositing its own documents among them.  The documents have been researched by many top historians and there is no evidence to back their claims.  This is simply a case of Plantard and his peers, creating a fantasy world in order to gain power politically. 
 
Looking back on how Brown has depicted the Priory of Sion, shows his lack of knowledge and factual evidence to back his points.  There is no primary sources that even make mention to the fantastic secret society.  The arguments Brown expresses, shows his gullibility towards the truth of the Priory.  He believes in the preposterous conjectures created by Plantard to further along his Reviving of the French Government.  It is plain to see that Plantard seized the opportunity to grab the attention that he had been craving for many years prior to the release of the Dossier Secrets.  Dan Brown should not have based his facts on such a narrow minded source.  Instead he should have taken it for what it is and look at the writings more critically.  The novel is clearly an example of fiction and has no historical merit relating to the topic of the Priory of Sion.  Dan Brown should never have formed the statement, “All descriptions of artwork, architecture, documents, and secret rituals in this novel are accurate.” (2)
  He looses all merit as a historical fiction author by making the outrageous statement with less than adequate proof to back his views.
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