In the spring of 2008 I taught a course Russian Literature of the Twentieth Century.  Inspired by conversations and points of view presented at ConnectEd I passed on to students the responsibility to learn and evolve as scholars. An independent research project described below was assigned.

"Your research is to select a decade or period of the twentieth century, do independent research, prepare a project that provides a brief overview and introduction to Russian 20th century literature, then provides a serious discussion of one of the decades or periods, and concludes with a note on the historical, literary, content driven relevance of your choice. In traditional terms this might be the equivalent of twenty five page paper, requiring from fifty to one hundred hours of work.  BUT THIS MAY NOT BE A TRADITIONAL PAPER.  The project should be state of the art, utilizing text, graphics, audio, video, wikis, blogs, virtual reality, and/or anything else. It must be OPEN SOURCE, free of copyright, to be shared digitally with the world. The work may be collaborative. It may employ experts and new technologies. Take a risk, be creative, create something that will literally amaze me and your potential audience. In the final week of classes you will be asked to provide an overview for the class of your project–this overview is not a review of the content, but rather the granting of access and knowledge to use the site/project."

Students ultimately created the projects described and available for viewing below. They spent an average of eighty hours (37-95) outside of class drawing on the expertise of others and developing their own authoring skills.  The results indicate an ability and willingness to perform high level research and present those findings in new and exciting ways. They offer a vision of new ways of learning for the 21st Century. 

C. Ahearn and S. Michaels. "Manuscripts Never Burn"

This is a wiki designed in wetpaint that explores Russian history and literature with special attention to the 1980s, Gorbachev, perestroika and glasnost.  It includes text, images,  audio clips, video clips, an original lecture on Russian literature accompanied by images and sound. The project represents a brilliant example of collaborative efforts utilizing new technologies and expanding our understanding of research and its presentation to a larger audience.   

http://russianmodernism.wetpaint.com
J. Evangelista.  Pavel Litvinov

In a blog hosted on freewebs, the life and times of Pavel Litvinov are memorialized.   Litvinov was a leading activist for human rights in the Soviet Union and continued to  work ceaselessly for the dignity of human beings after his arrival in the United States.  This blog looks at Litvinov's life and how it is reflected in Russian literature of the twentieth century.  The blog contains original text, extensive excerpts from news accounts, radio broadcasts, etc., all to re-capture the essence of this heroic  and unjustly overlooked hero of the twentieth century.

http://www.freewebs.com/jevangel/
E. Foster.  Andrey Bely and Anthroposophy

This is a wiki designed in wetpaint that examines Anthroposophy and its founder Rudolf Steiner, as well the Anthroposophists  Andrei Bely,  Kandinsky,  and the Theosophist composer Scriabin.   It is an excellent introduction to the art of eurythmy. The wiki utilizes text, images, videos, original video productions of eurythmic interpretations of Bely's poetry and Scriabin's music. The interconnection of the arts, text and graphics, music and dance, sight and sound, words and colors is captured in a multimedia presentation.  Here the newest and latest capabilities of exiting and emerging technologies are tested.       

http://belyanthroposophy.wetpaint.com
D. Johnson. A Tour of Mikhail Bulgakov's Master and Margarita.   Done in Google Earth this is a tour that literally flies the viewer/reader form one site to another in the novel. The site is a substantial contribution to scholarship, paying close attention to value added,  by building upon existing resources.  Thus there are original photographs   supplemented by clips from the Russian video mini-series with English subtitles. New information is provided about the Jerusalem sites of the novel.  The result is a fly through the novel in a most innovative fashion.  One can only imagine this work for the novels of Dostoevsky, Bely or even Joyce and Dickens.
http://bbs.keyhole.com/ubb/showflat.php?Cat=0&Board=myplaces&Number=1166354&Searchpage=1&Main=1166354&Words=&topic=&Search=true
A. Lee.  Russia 1985-1995. 

This is website hosted on tripod that provides an overview of the decade of change  1985-1995  by looking at aspects of religion, education, politics, the arts and the news media. The original text is supplemented by images and videos, with an interesting selection of videos on Mikhail Gorbachev. The use of "tripod" made possible a very useful website with a minimum of expense and professional assistance.

http://russlit1985-1995.tripod.com/
A. MacDonald.  Living with Pasternak.  This is a drama documentary hosted on mac.web.  A brief introduction and bibliography sets the stage for an original script (the text of which is also available for download) that was then recorded professionally and edited to include a musical background.  The seventy minute audio program composed of original texts and excerpts from  Pasternak's own writings and poetry and the memoirs of contemporaries is worthy of wide dissemination and an absolutely brilliant achievement.  

http://web.mac.com/andrewkmcdonald/iWeb/Living%20With%20Pasternak/Welcome.html
D. Parker.   Andrei Platonov   A website hosted on segue at Middlebury that provides a life and works overview of the Soviet writer, Platonov. In addition to the photos there are page long descriptions of all of Platonov's major writings.  The site links to and from the entries on Platonov in wikipedia and the Encyclopedia of Soviet Writers. 

https://seguecommunity.middlebury.edu/index.php?action=site&site=dparker 

M. Stefanik.  Voices from the Gulag.  A video lecture  hosted on yuotube. An original script drawing on the writings of Solzhenitsyn and others was then recorded with several performers and with a musical background into a 10 minute audio program with graphics and images. In a time in which video and youtube seem to be one of the dominant emerging technologies, this site will clearly attract many viewers. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vVqv1no9vn4
A. Widas  Anthroposophy in Art.  This is a blog done in wordpress and hosted at Middlebury.  It provides an overview of Rudolf Steiner, Andrei Bely, Vasily Kandinsky and Scriabin, with text supplemented by links to paintings and music videos.  An effective way to use existing open source technologies to combine textual and visual media.

http://blogs.middlebury.edu/alexandra/
