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Students Recognized for Service to Vermont 

at March 18 Statewide Awards and Gala

Vermont college students, faculty, staff and their presidents gathered with state legislators, Vermont businesses, and others on Tuesday, March 18, 2008, at the University of Vermont Davis Center, to celebrate individual contributions and collective impact of higher education in service to Vermont. Daniel Mark Fogel, President and VCC Chair, presided at the Gala, with other VCC Presidents on hand to present the awards.   Jeff Nolan, from the law firm Dinse, Knapp & McAndrew, a major Gala sponsor, presented the Marc vanderHeyden Service to Vermont Award to former Governor Phil Hoff.
The Vermont Campus Compact awards include the Madeleine M. Kunin Public Service Award, which honors one outstanding Vermont higher education student who links their service to a larger social context and a commitment to community impact. This year’s Kunin Award was presented to Jeremy Ellis of Champlain College. Jeremy is a founding member of Champlain’s Milton Birchwood DREAM mentoring program, a founder of Food Fight, and has mentored a 9-year-old boy for the past four years. Also recognized at this year’s Gala was Alexander Hall of Middlebury College, winner of the Vermont Teddy Bear 2007 Student Citizen Award. Presented by The Vermont Teddy Bear Company, this award recognizes exceptional volunteer leadership efforts by college students across the state. Alexander was an intern with the John W. Graham Emergency Shelter in Vergennes and continued working with the shelter with such energy and commitment that he was asked to join the Board of Directors. 
The Commitment to Service and Engagement Award honors one student per VCC member campus for both the breadth and depth of his/her community involvement, and this year was presented to seventeen students from colleges around Vermont. These students include Giovanni Ciarlo of Goddard College, who helped found an Ecovillage in Mexico and serves on the Global Ecovillage Network board; Anne Maule of Community College of Vermont – Montpelier, who was a driving force in organizing and carrying out the Vermont Hunger Banquet this fall; and Caitlyn Britany Dias of Johnson State College, who has coordinated numerous service events, from animal care at North Country Animal League to a Lamoille River cleanup, teaches hip-hop dance to elementary school children, and goes on service trips to work with work with special needs children. 
Other awards given include Engaged Scholar, Engaged Community Partner, Excellence in Community-Based Teaching, Campus/Community Partnership, and Campus Leadership for Civic Engagement. In all, more than 70 Vermont students, faculty, staff, and community partners were recognized at this year’s Gala. The Gala also featured service-learning presentations from faculty, staff, and students around Vermont; best practices displays of campus efforts to meet needs in Vermont and elsewhere; and campus poster sessions.
A complete list of award winners and finalists and descriptions of their accomplishments will be posted on the Vermont Campus Compact website.  
For more information contact Amy Gibans McGlashan, VCC Executive Director at (802) 443-2510 or agibansm@middlebury.edu.

Vermont Campus Compact is a statewide consortium of 22 colleges and universities committed to creating a flourishing democracy.  VCC presidents believe that through sustained and creative student, faculty and institutional engagement with communities, higher education can help prepare tomorrow’s civic and social leaders while strengthening communities and improving lives in Vermont and elsewhere."

VERMONT CAMPUS COMPACT GALA AWARDS INCLUDE:

For Students

Madeleine M. Kunin Public Service Award: 


Jeremy Ellis, Champlain College

Commitment to Service and Civic Engagement Awards 

Michael Imholt, Burlington College

Sarah O’Neill, Castleton State College

Lindsay Johanson, Champlain College

Anne Maule, Community College of Vermont – Montpelier

Giovanni Ciarlo, Goddard College

Peter J. Davis, Jr., Green Mountain College

Caitlyn Britany Dias, Johnson State College

Bonnie Paris, Lyndon State College 

Hallie Fox, Middlebury College

Angela Lakey, Norwich University

Alex Monahan, Saint Michael’s College

Trinity Sol, School for International Training/World Learning

Jennie D’Aiuto, Southern Vermont College

Nikola Nanjic, UVM

Florence Cornish, Vermont Law School

Jennifer Gile, Vermont Technical College

Janice Santiago, Woodbury College
Vermont Teddy Bear Company Student Citizen Award:

Alexander Hall, Middlebury College
For Faculty

Engaged Scholar Award:





Terry Bergen, Castleton State College 

Excellence in Community-Based Teaching Award:  

Hendrika Maltby, University of Vermont
For Faculty or Staff

Campus Leadership for Civic Engagement Award: 

William Wilson, Saint Michael’s College
For Community Partners and Campus/Community Partnerships

Campus/Community Partnership Award:

Addison County Farm Worker Coalition/Middlebury College

Engaged Partner Awards:
Casella Waste Systems, Inc. (Castleton State College)

Linking Learning to Life/ Rich Tulikangas / (Champlain College)

The Upper Valley Haven and Sarah Sennott (Community College of Vermont)

Marli Rupe and Poultney Mettawee Natural Resource Conservation District (Green Mountain College)

Laraway Youth & Family Services and Greg Stefanski  (Johnson State College)

NCIC (Northern Communities Investment Corporation) and Jon Freeman  (Lyndon State College)

American Cancer Society-Relay for life/ Kara Dudman & Ross Lieb-Lappen  (Middlebury College)

Marsha Hoffman/ SACT (Norwich University) 

John F. Kennedy Elementary School and Nancy Devost (Saint Michael’s College)

The Bennington Museum and Stephen Perkins (Southern Vermont College)

New England Grassroots Environment Fund and Ginny Callan  (University of Vermont)

Peace & Justice Center (Woodbury College)
Marc vanderHeyden Service to Vermont Award


Philip Hoff
