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_____________________________________________________________________________
January 14, 2009

To Whom It May Concern,

I would to show my support for Ted Ryan, formerly of the Burlington Free Press, for the 2009 ECAC Media Award. I can think of no one more fitting and deserving of this award. Ted retired this past fall from the paper, but continues to cover local sports as a stringer.
Ted has been a fixture in the Burlington media market for years, focusing his talents on covering local college teams. In my 15 years at Middlebury, I have worked with Ted on a regular basis, whether it be over the phone or with him on campus covering an athletic event.

In my experience, Ted has always been fair with his coverage of Middlebury. We are a small D3 liberal arts school 45 minutes from Burlington, where the University of Vermont resides. I realize we are not going to get the coverage everyone expects around here, but Ted helped to make sure that things that should be covered, were covered.
Ted has been always willing to listen to a story pitch, complaint or anything else that I brought his way. He would address things in a professional manner and we would both move forward feeling good about things.
I was always impressed with what Ted knew about our teams, at times, things I didn’t even know! He knew I didn’t come to him asking for coverage of much, but when I did, he realized it was something important and would get the job done.
Aside from Middlebury, I think Ted did a great job covering several of the other local college such as UVM, St. Michael’s, Norwich and some of the other smaller Vermont colleges.

I have also enjoyed my relationship with Ted as a friend. He has been a person I would call to chat with once in a while, just to see how things were going in his life and with his family. 

Sincerely,

Brad Nadeau, Director of Athletic Communications (Middlebury)
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