September 19, 2005


This past weekend, our men’s and women’s team officially kicked off the season at our own Panther Invitational.  Both teams earned 1st place plaques over some great competition!    


The women’s race (5k – 3.1 miles) went first at 1:00 in the afternoon; we were fortunate to have fairly dry conditions, and warm temperatures under cloudy skies.  We graduated 2 of our top runners, All-Americans Jess Manzer and Marisa Cawley but have added a strong group of first-years to the Panther mix.  Due to minor injuries and illness, we ended up not racing many of our top runners, like Ceara Danaher, Allison Brown, Haley Gilbert, and Mallory Hicks as well as first-years Emily Jacobs and Jess Early.  


From the start of the race, Midd runners had a lot of company from the women of St. Lawrence University, Plattsburg and Mt. Holyoke.  Junior Andrea Giddings battled with Allison Bushby of Plattsburg, getting outleaned at the finish line to take 2nd place in a great time of 19:19.  Junior Makely Lyon has steadily improved over the past few years and her hard work has continued to pay off.  She was number 2 for us, coming in 3rd overall with a time of 19:23.  Following her performance, first-year Alexandra Krieg came in 4th overall in 19:28.  Junior Evelyn Dong put in a lot of work over the summer and is a killer on the hills.  She crossed the line next for the Panthers in a time of 19:44, 6th place overall.  Our last scorer of the day was first-year Robyn Anderson who cam in 8th place with a time of 20:03.  That rounded out our top 5 scorers with a point total of 26.  

Senior captains Claire Anderson and Kelsey Rinehart, who were both abroad last spring used their knowledge and experiences and raced very well, coming in 10th and 11th respectively (6th and 7th for the team).  Claire’s time was 20:32 and Kelsey ran a 20:38.  Junior Erin Archard had a great kick over the last 200m and came in 1 second behind Kelsey in 20:39, 12th place overall.  We are very happy to have Nora Segar back on the team and styling in the relatively new women’s uniforms.  She spent her junior year abroad but proved her talent over 5k, coming in 15th place with a time of 20:53.  Senior Jenny Jorvig looked strong cruising over the course and came in next for her team with a time of 21:01 (16th place).  Sophomore Kate Hirschboeck had a great block of training over the summer and was very strong during preseason.  She was our next finisher in 17th place, 3 seconds behind Jenny.  In fashion, Midd then earned the next 6 places, beginning with Claire Schultz in 19th place with a time of 21:06.  First-years Monica Ralston and Mairead Harris navigated their new home course and worked extremely well together, with Monica finishing in 20th place with a time of 21:08 and Mairead coming in 21st in 21:16.  Senior Ann Hsieh, Anna Clock, and Anna Chavis crossed the finish line in quick succession of each other, making the cheering fairly easy by just yelling ‘GO ANN…A’.  Hsieh and Clock both ran a 21:35 and Chavis ran a 21:39.  First year Simone Wiseman made her Panther debut in 26th place with a fierce kick at the end to stop the clock at 21:41.  Kayla Race handled the course and it’s challenges well and came in 27th place overall with a time of 21:50.  Junior Kara Plunkett, new to the Panther Cross Country team was our next finisher in 22:04, good for 32nd.  Sarah Norton and Kylie Taylor challenged the runners around them as the duo worked together in the back-side of the course.  In the final stretch, Sarah took 35th place in 22:13 and Kylie came in 37th place in 22:16.  First-year Susanna Merrill came through next for us in 43rd place, good for 22:45, followed by a pair of sophomores, Chrissy Fulton (46th – 22:52) and Ellie Buechner (48th – 22:58).  2 first-years rounded out our tremendous squad of runners, Grace Giles placed 68th in a time of 24:24 and Michelle Cady came in 73rd in 25:41.  


The team from St. Lawrence finished 2nd with 49 points, followed by Plattsburg (98 points), Mt. Holyoke (99 points), St. Michael’s (104 points), Norwich (145 points), and Green Mountain College (225 points).  Johnson State, Landmark College, and Lyndon State also competed but could not field a full squad.  


As our women cooled down, our men got ready for their 8k race (5.1 miles) race.  The men faired a bit betters with injuries and illnesses than the women’s team but had to sit out senior Garrott Kuzzy, Neal Dignum, Jake McComb and John Brimhall, and first-year Will Ingliss.  


Sophomore Jimmy Butcher handled the 8k race like a workout, looking strong and comfortable over the entire distance.  To the dismay of his competitors from other teams, he looked relaxed going both up and down the hills.  He gradually and easily ran away from everyone else, taking 1st place in a great time of 26:50.  Senior Nolan Sandygren trained extremely well over the summer and cruised over the course.  His efforts earned him 3rd place overall (27:40).  Junior Will McDonough had Nolan in his sights for the entire 5 miles.  He was Midd’s 3rd runner in, coming in 5th place overall, just 12 seconds behind Nolan.  Junior Chris Pelliccia had a great day on the course as well, coming in as the 4th scorer for us. (12th place – 28:42).  A nice battle between senior Baker Lyon and first-year Jack Wambach took place in the last mile of the course, both pushing each other past competitors from other teams.  Baker edged out Jack in the end, with Baker crossing in 14th place and Jack coming in 15th place.  Their times were 28:50 and 28:53 respectively.  A pair of 1st years, Rainey Johnson and Peter Murphy quickly learned that there is a huge difference between racing 5k in high school and 5 miles in college.  They both raced well though and will look to be a great help for the men’s team.  Rainey came in 18th place, stopping the clock at 28:58.  Peter Murphy passed about 15 runners in the last 2 miles and came in 29:11.  1st year Dan Kaufman also held his own on the course and was the next finisher for the Panthers in a time of 29:24 (26th place).  Conor O’Neill, recovering a bit from a nagging cold all week, came through the finish next in 38th place (30:43).  Senior Morgan Byrne, back to the men’s team after a two year hiatus, came through next.  He literally unleashed a guttural kick and crossed the finish in 31:05.  First-year Jeremy Korsh rolled through about 50 seconds behind Morgan (31:55, 56th place) and Neall Sullivan rounded out our men’s squad in 76th place (34:30). 


The men finished the day in 1st with a team point total of 35, followed by St. Lawrence (48 points), St. Michael’s (87 points), Plattsburg (97), Lyndon State (112), Norwich (177), Johnson State (207), Green Mountain College (257), and Landmark College (272).  Vermont Technical college also competed but could not field a full squad.


This coming Saturday we will be taking both teams to a meet hosted by Williams College.  The races will be contested at the Greylock High School in Williamstown.  Varsity men will race at noon (8k distance), and junior varsity and freshmen men will race at 12:45 (5k distance).  The women will all race together at 1:30 (5k distance).  Should be fun!  


We hope to see you there!


Nicole Wilkerson


Asst. Cross Country Coach


Middlebury College

