
This past weekend, both our men’s and women’s teams had outstanding performances at the D3 New England Championships!  As Terry often says, it was a great day to be a Panther! 


The races were contested on a golf course and was very spectator friendly.  The race could be seen almost in its entirety, depending on how fast you could run from one green to the next.  The weather was beautiful with blue skis, temperatures in the upper 50’s and virtually no wind.


The women lined up first and they were ready to conquer the 6 kilos.  It was great to have senior Kelsey Rinehart back on the line after being sidelined the previous few weeks with an injury.  The race got off to a very quick start, as to be expected with such a talented field.  Andi Giddings raced basically with the second pack of runners about 20m from the front group of about 10 harriers.  After those two somewhat established pack of runners, it seemed as if the entire remainder of the field ran together.  There was just a constant stream of runners.  The course was very wide and allowed for people to run 4 and 5 across.  Our women ran a very smart first mile and then had a great time passing runners, especially those that started out too quickly.  Andi was having a great race and was further inspired when she heard that the team was doing great as well.  She came in 11th place overall with an outstanding time of 22:06.  Makely Lyon had an absolute stellar day on the course!  She was extremely focused over the distance and just kept pushing herself, never settling in with a group of runners.  She came in 15th place in 22:28.  Alexandra Krieg notched another outstanding performance.  She ran strong and had to sprint hard to the finish to outkick a runner from Williams.  Alexandra came in 24th in 22:44.  Claire Anderson earned All-New England honors with her 33rd place finish.  She clearly seems to thrive on competing, enjoying everything about it.  Claire’s time was 23:06.  Kelsey Rinehart was our 5th man for the day.  Kelsey showed not only talent and strength in her race but also determination and guts, especially after not being able to run for two weeks prior to one of the biggest races of the season.  She was awesome!  Her time of 23:21 was good for 46th.  Erin Archard keyed off of Kelsey throughout the course and successfully used the small rolling hills to her advantage.  Erin came in 49th in 23:28.  Jenny Jorvig came in next for the Panthers, rolling through in 24:18 in 91st place.  


The women came in 4th place overall with 128 points.  Williams won the meet with 48 points, followed by Colby (81), Amherst (88), MIDD, and then Tufts University (145).  All 5 teams earned a place to race at Nationals next weekend. 


The men went to the line next.  Like the women’s team, they were anchored by strong senior leadership.  As expected, the race was really fast.  Initially, there was no break at all from the entire field.  A small pack pushed the pace from the front but no significant gaps opened up until about 2 miles into the race.  At that point, a runner from Wesleyan put the hammer down and the race really moved to another gear.  Jimmy Butcher was off the front pack and in front of the 2nd pack of runners.  He was able to see the race in front of him while defending his position as well.  He put together a fantastic race and came in 12th place overall in 26:02.  Garrott Kuzzy moved past about 10 people in his pursuit to the finish line.  He clearly seemed to race with everything he had, leaving nothing left on the course.  He came in 19th place in 26:10.  Nolan Sandygren, as always, ran an extremely intelligent and great race.  After a smart first mile, he moved along well on the outside and then put in quick surges cresting to the top of the many small hills and allowed his stride to really open up on the down hills.  He came in 31st in 26:26.  Will McDonough ran a hard race and although he was hurting the last mile, he went to another gear the last half mile of the course.  He earned 63rd place in 26:58.  Chris Pelliccia stepped up with his performance on Saturday.  Coming off of a solid race at ECAC’s last weekend, he continued to demonstrate his talent and strength and came in 67th in 27:01.  A short 11 seconds back, Peter Murphy came in.  Peter earned 79th place.  Senior Baker Lyon also had one of the best races of his season and came in 27:15 in 84th place.


The men came in 8th place with 192 points.  Jimmy Butcher punched his own ticket to Nationals with his finish.  On the men’s side, only the top 3 teams qualified for the National meet (on the women’s side, the top 5 teams qualified).  The men’s teams going to Nationals are Tufts, Wesleyan and Keene.  


I wanted to sincerely thank all of the parents who contributed to an AWESOME tailgate party!  We are very fortunate to have such an outstanding group of fans and supporters.  The food, cheering and enthusiasm is simply the best.


I also wanted to thank all of the team members who came all the way to Springfield (in full body paint) to cheer on their teammates.  


Lastly, I wanted to acknowledge and thank our seniors who have made this team what it is.  Baker, Nolan, Garrott, Morgan, Jenny, Claire, Kelsey, and Ann have developed and nurtured these teams to the accomplishments that they have achieved both on and off the field.  You enthusiasm, dedication, motivation, and energy will be missed next year.   


Have a great week!


Nicole Wilkerson


Asst. Cross Country / Track & Field Coach

