October 10, 2005

Greeting Panther Fans,


Hope this letter finds you all doing well.  We competed in the Open New England Championships at Franklin Park in Boston this past weekend.  In ‘Open New England’s, all college and university teams compete against each other, regardless of what division they are (I, II, or III).  There are two races per gender, Varsity and Junior Varsity.  


As stated above, it rained all evening Friday night and straight through the day on Saturday.  The course was sloppy and rather slippery but with such high levels of competition, the races were fast and very exciting.  Our junior varsity women got to line up first, taking on the 5k course with no less than 280 runners joining in. 


The first mile was quick but very congested.  After the first couple of runners came through, an enormous pack of about 120 runners came through.  A nice Midd contingency was right in the middle of things.  Nora Segar, Claire Schultz, Chrissy Fulton, Emily Jacobs and Claire Anderson managed to stick close together at this point in the race.  From mile one to mile two, Nora pressed the pace and her teammates followed her lead.  The group of 5 must have passed about 60 other runners, who may have been suffering from taking the pace out too quickly.  Freshman Mairead Harris and Kate Hirschboeck also moved up dramatically in the middle of the race.  Mairead and Kate had to continue to surge and accelerate and moved within visual contact of their fellow teammates. 

The last 600m of the race goes around a very large field.  It is completely open and challenging for the runners because they can see the finish line, but have a lot of grassy ground to cover to get there.  Nora, a veteran runner on this course, timed her kick extremely well and finished in 26th place with a time of 20:08.  Claire Schultz and Chrissy Fulton both recorded times of 20:17, earning 33rd and 34th.  To better illustrate the chaos in the finishing chute, 2 people had a time 20:17, 2 at 20:18, and 3 people at 20:19.  Emily Jacobs, was one of the runners with a time of 20:19, taking 38th place overall (37th in points for the team).  Claire Anderson rounded out the scorers for the JV team, and came in 54th place overall (52nd for team scores), with a time of 20:34.  Mairead Harris ran a stellar time of 20:40, earning 61st place.  Kate Hirschboeck stopped the clock 4 seconds later, good for 65th place.  

The women came in 7th place out of 23 teams with a point total of 182.  

Next came the varsity women, clearly excited and inspired from watching their teammates run a great race.  Again, the race went extremely fast from the gun.  The first group of runners came through the mile in 5:20!  The Midd runners took the first mile more cautiously, factoring in the rain and mud and the negative effects that would have if they took the first mile out too quickly.  The majority of the field followed the same game plan and the Panthers found themselves running 5 and 6 abreast with women from other teams.  Freshman Alexandra Krieg, while new to this particular race, is not new to the course.  Franklin Park was her home course in High School and she knew it well and had an outstanding race.  She came in 46th place, with a finishing time of 19:05.  That averages to a 6:08 pace.  Evelyn Dong, who seems to get stronger and faster the tougher the course came in 2nd for Midd in 52nd place. Ev’s time was 19:10.  Makely Lyon and Andi Giddings managed to work together after mile two and worked together to put the hammer down the last mile.  Makely came in 69th, Andi in 70th – times of 19:20 and 19:21.  Robyn Anderson rounded out the 5 scorers for the day, coming in 91st overall but earning 90 points in the team scores with a time of 19:33.  We had 5 runners in 28 seconds!  Erin Archard, unleashed an unbelievable kick for 120m.  She came up on a pack of runners and leaned best.  She took 104th with a time of 19:44.  6 other runners also recorded the same time!  Kelsey Rinehart, on the mend from a cold that had been lingering all week, came in well under the 20 minute mark at 19:52, good for 115th place.  

The women earned 10th place with a total point score of 325.  A total of 43 teams (301 runners) competed.

Now with the course getting even sloppier and more slippery as a result of more than 500 runners trampling over it, the men lined up.  As in the women races, the fields were large and extremely talented.  Our varsity men went to the line first, excited that Senior Tri-Captain Garrott Kuzzy was back in uniform.

When the gun went off, you heard an amazing sound of rolling thunder as the heard charged across the field and you could actually field the ground shaking.  A group of about 15 runners pulled to the front, and about 10 seconds back, another group of about 20 runners established themselves from the pack.  Jimmy Butcher worked in the second group, running very fast but looking great.  At mile one, they passed through in about 5:10.  The rest of the field raced through at about 5:20 to 5:25.  There were so many runners it was difficult to make out the Midd runners.  

At mid-way through the race, Jimmy continued to press the pace and the group whittled down to about 15 or so.  Garrott, just getting his racing legs back under him, moved well throughout the race.  Nolan Sandygren likely ran the best technical race, moving to the outside of a pack and having a clear path to put on a quick surge.  He successfully moved up from group to group without getting tangled in the packs.  

Around the field, Jimmy was competing and enjoying it.  He came in 25th place with an unbelievable time of 25:46.  He was the 10th D3 runner in.  Nolan was number 2 for the men, coming in 50 seconds behind Jimmy in 72 place.  Garrott, raced very smart for his first race out, timing his strengths over the entire 5 miles.  He had a great kick approaching the finish line, indicating that he has at least another gear to go to when racing.  Garrott was 90th place overall but scored 89 points for the team.  His time was 26:51.  Will McDonough notched another outstanding performance of his season.  He continues to drop his time over the distance.  He squeaked under 27 minutes at 26:59, averaging about 5:29 per mile.  First year Peter Murphy also continues to improve dramatically with each race and clearly was not intimidated by the size or talent of the field.  He came in 125th place (124 for the team) in 27:08.  Jack Wambach raced very well and moved aggressively on the last hill of the course.  He came in 196th place at 27:49.  Chris Pelliccia helped Peter and Jack for the first 3 miles, leading them through a great pace.  He finished the day with a time of 28:21 in 228th place.

The men earned an extremely respectable 15th place.  They were ranked 26th in New England coming into the race.  Their point total was 415.  A total of 46 teams competed, 321 individual runners.

The Junior Varsity men were left to race on a course that was so muddy and sloppy it was almost comical.  The men had put in ½ inch spikes in their shoes, completely necessary at this point.  Rainey Johnson seemed in his element with having so many competitors nearby.  He actually smiled and gave a thumbs up sign before surging past a pack of runners at mile 2.  He then elbowed and leaned at the finish, coming in 62nd place in 28 minutes flat.  In team points, Rainey came in 55th.  Dan Kaufman found Baker Lyon after the second mile and together they ran a very strong pace towards the finish.  They both averaged a 5:44 pace, (28:15) coming in 79th and 80th overall but 68th and 69th in team points.  Conor O’Neill was 29 seconds back at 28:34, good for 81 team points.  Jeremy Korsh raced well under the 30 minute mark for the 1st time, coming in at 29:22 in 145 place overall.  Morgan Byrne finished off for the Panthers in 30:10 – earning him 186th place.

The JV men took 14th place overall out of 26 teams and a total of 271 runners. 

We are back to running our full squads next weekend at the University of Albany.  The men’s open / JV race begins at 11:15, followed by the men’s Varsity race at noon, the women’s Varsity race at 12:45 and the women’s open / JV race at 1:15.

Nicole Wilkerson

Asst. Cross Country Coach

