October 3, 2005


This past Saturday, we were fortunate to be able to host the Men’s and Women’s Cross Country meet on our home course.  It was also parents weekend here on campus and the support for the athletes from family and friends were tremendous.  The races went off in the early afternoon and the race course actually passed by the men’s and women’s soccer games, a football game, and a golf tournament. 


The men raced first.  Senior Garrott Kuzzy did not race and was able to catch the team from many different points along the course.  First year Rainey Johnson, and teammates John Brimhall, Neal Dignum, and Jake McComb also helped along the sidelines.  


Jimmy Butcher, while racing comfortably on his own turf, had raced Lyndon State’s top runner Ryan Robitaille, 2 weeks prior and knew that he would be tested at some point.  Jimmmy and Robitaille quickly put about 150m on the rest of the pack.  At mid-way through the race, it was clear that it was going to be a battle to the finish.  At 3.5 miles, Jimmy was behind by about 20m but was able to open up his stride aggressively on a down hill to come even with Robitaille.  For those of you who have not met Jimmy, he is 6’4” so when he opens up his stride, it is kinda big.  From that point, Jimmy pushed to the finish and came through the tape 1st in 26:58, with Robitaille coming in 2nd in 27:08.  

After not racing at Williams, senior captain Nolan Sandygren comfortably cruised through the 8 kilometers, coming in 3rd place with a time of 27:10.  Will McDonough has raced consistently well this season thus far and Saturday’s race continued in the same fashion.  He was #3 for the Panthers in 27:35.  A trio of first years continue to be critical members of the men’s team.  This week, Peter Murphy was number 4 for the Panthers, crossing the line in 7th place with a time of 27:51.  Jack Wambach was close on his heels though, coming across the finish line for 8th place overall in 28:09.  Dan Kaufman pressed a great second half of the race and finished in 11th place overall in 28:28.  Junior Chris Pelliccia finished in the critical position of our 7th man, taking 12th in the overall standings.  Chris’s time was 28:37.  As strong half-milers during the track season, both Pelliccia and junior Conor O’Neill should have excellent races on the next two courses, which are more suited for overall speed.  Fellow tri-captain Baker Lyon, down a bit with some illness, muscled through for a good showing, coming in just over the 29-minute mark at 29:06.  Conor was Midd’s 10th runner for the day, coming in at 29:23, 30th place overall.  First-year Will Ingliss, now fully on the mend after a minor injury, is showing some great promise over the distance.  Will came in well under the 30-minute mark (29:38) on a very challenging course.  Morgan Byrne has benefited well from weeks of good training and improved his time dramatically to 29:45.  Jeremy Korsh averaged very slightly over 6 minutes per mile to stop the clocks at 30:32 when he came through the finishing shoot.  Neall Sullivan finished the day for the men at 32:22, although the clock kept running for the other finishers well into the mid to upper 30 minute range.

The men took home the team trophy with a total point score of 23.  Lyndon State was runner up with 64 points, followed by St. Michael’s (68 points), Norwich (126 points), Johnson State (134 points) Castleton (150 points) and Green Mountain College (198).

After watching the men race while they were doing their warm up, the women were ready and excited to race.  Not in uniform for the day were Ceara Danaher, Jenny Jorvig, Claire Schultz, Alexandra Kreig, Ann Hsieh, Anna Clock, Haley Gilbert and Monica Ralston.  

Our women’s team is both strong in numbers and deep in talent and that was made extremely clear as soon as the gun sounded.  Andi Giddings took it out and led through the 1st mile but was joined by Makely Lyon, Evelyn Dong and Robyn Anderson on the backside of the course.  Andi, Makely, and Evelyn came out of the woods to the finish together with Makely winning a sprint finish to take 1st place.  This was very likely the fastest Makely has ever sprinted….ever…as she is noted and respected for her endurance strengths over her sprinting capabilities.  Evelyn earned 2nd place with 19:29, 1 second behind Makely.  Andi Giddings was awarded the same finishing time as Evelyn, taking 3rd place.  Robyn Anderson, back to racing after dealing with a bad cold, continues to gain some speed over the distance and was Midd’s 4th runner for the day.  Kelsey Rinehart, coming in 5th place overall with a time of 19:50, rounded out the scoring for the women.  The lady Panthers finished the day with a perfect score of 15 points. 

Erin Archard was the 6th woman of the day in 20:09, followed by Claire Anderson (7th – 20:32) and Nora Segar (8th – 20:43).  Mairead Harris is fully on the mend from being sick and romped over the 5k.  She finished in 9th place with a time of 20:45.   Kate Hirschboeck continues a great season and was 10th in 20:48.  Emily Jacobs came though next in 11th (20:49), followed by the always-smiling Chrissy Fulton (12th  - 20:58).  Simone Weisman unleashed an incredible kick over the last 200m and came in 13th place at 21:09.  Anna Chavis was 14th for the Panthers at 21:15, followed very quickly by Ellie Buechner (15th – 21:19).  Allison Brown is getting close to 100% after an ongoing IT band problem and finished the day in 16th place with a time of 21:22.  Kayla Race closed hard the last mile and came in 20th place in 21:31.  4 seconds back was Susanna Merrill (21:35 – 21st  place).  Kylie Taylor, who is just getting her running legs back underneath her came in 22nd with a time of 21:36.   Kara Plunkett finished in 21:59, followed by Sarah Norton (22:19), Grace Giles (23:20), and Michelle Cady (23:31).  

With such a dominant team performance, likely the best story of the day came from Jess Early, a first-year student who has never run cross country prior to coming to Middlebury.  On a team that has been National contenders for the past 6 years, it is somewhat unusual to have someone so new to the sport.  I can honestly say that Jess has worked just as hard if not harder over the past few weeks, through some incredibly tough workouts and was ready to experience her 1st race.  She came through the finish in 24:30 and already can’t wait for her next race at Albany.  On any other team racing that day, her time would have put her in the top 5.  We are lucky she is on our team because it brings the joy, excitement, and adrenaline of racing back to basics. 

So as stated, Midd finished with a perfect score, followed by Lyndon State (86 points), Norwich (92 points), Johnson State (116 points), and Green Mountain College (173 points).

Next Saturday the 8th, we have the opportunity to race at Franklin Park in Boston at the Open New England Meet.  The day kicks off with the junior varsity women at noon, followed by the varsity women at 12:30, varsity men at 1:00 and junior varsity men at 1:45.  
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