September 24, 2005


On Saturday, the 24th, the Men’s and Women’s team competed at the Purple Valley Classic hosted by Williams College.  Under clear blue skies, no wind and temperatures in the upper 60’s, the grassy and wood chip terrain was dry, in good shape and resulted in some very quick times.  


The events of the day began with our varsity men’s team racing in the 8k.  After only about 400m into the race, Jimmy Butcher raced in front with a trio of runners from Williams and another trio from Dickinson College.  The overall lead changed many times over the 1st 16 minutes or so and a slight wrong turn by a Dickinson athlete cost the lead and gave a Williams runner the lead that was firmly established by the finish.  Jimmy maintained a fast pace and took 6th place overall with an outstanding time of 26:37.  Junior Will McDonough started somewhat more conservatively through the 1st 2 kilometers and steadily picked off runners.  He had the best performance of his Midd career to date and came in 7th place with a time of 26:51.  First year Dan Kaufman had an absolutely outstanding day and looked like he was bounding over the hills. He was Midd’s 3rd runner for the day at 27:45.  Jack Wambach and Peter Murphy found themselves next to each other and pulled each other around other runners and stopped the clocks at 27:51 and 27:52.  Junior Chris Pelliccia once again had a solid performance and came in at 28:00.  On the mend from a cold, Conor O’Neill looked more back to form and came in at 28:03.  Baker Lyon came in 37th place with a solid time of 28:13.  First year Rainey Johnson covered the rolling terrain in a time of 28:25 while fellow first-year Will Ingliss donned a Midd uniform for the first time.  Will came in just under the 29 minute mark at 28:58.  Morgan Byrne followed the first year pups next in 29:25 and rounding out the Panthers were Jeremy Korsh at 29:58 and Neall Sullivan (31:04).  


Senior captains Garrott Kuzzy and Nolan Sandygren did not race and cheered their teammates on.  Also not racing for the day was Jake McComb, John Brimhall, and Neal Dignum.  The men’s team finished in 4th place overall (91 points) to a very competitive field.  Williams took top team honors with 32 points, followed by Dickenson College (62 points), Southern Connecticut (67 points), MIDD, and Union College (394). 


Our women began the 5k race next, lead once again by Andi Giddings who raced aggressively from the start.  Andi held a fast pace and made up distance on the downhills, coming in 3rd place overall at 19:05.  Makely Lyon and Alexandra Krieg teamed up together for the last mile or so, working through the challenging finish around a large grassy field to the finish.  They were both awarded a time of 19:16 for their efforts (places 8 and 9).  Kelsey Rinehart put up a solid effort on the hills and closed strongly coming in 19th place in 20 minutes flat.  Erin Archard looked strong, fast, and relaxed over the distance and came in right after Kelsey at 20:02.  Our 6th and 7th runners of the day were Jenny Jorvig and Claire Anderson who while pushing each other and taking turns pushing the pace managed to pass 5 runners in the last half mile.  Jenny’s official time was 20:12 and Claire’s was 20:14.  Kate Hirschboeck blasted through the second half of the race, earning 27th place (20:20).  First-year Emily Jacobs, from Maine, who did not race last weekend due to illness made a great debut for the Panthers.  She was next in 31st place with a time of 20:27).   Claire Schultz came in right after Emily in 32nd place (20:32).  Nora Segar and Mairead Harris ran strong and steady over the hills and stopped the clock at 20:52 and 20:53 respectively, earning places 36th and 37th.  Chrissy Fulton had the two of them in her sights as she came through the finish in 39th place (20:58).  Just on the mend from some IT band problems, Junior Allison Brown raced for the 1st time of the season and came through in 21:07 (39th).  Ann Hsieh and Kayla Race continued the streak of Midd runners, coming in 48th and 50th places overall (21:12 for Ann and 21:14 for Kayla).  Rounding out the pack of Panthers were Ellie Buechner (50th – 21:27), Kara Plunkett (52nd – 21:29), Simone Weisman (53rd – 21:31), Susanna Merrill (63rd - 21:52), Shalini Vimal (67th - 22:10), Michelle Cady (71st – 23:33) and Grace Giles (94th – 23:39).   


The team from Wiliams won the meet overall with 41 points, followed very closely by Dickinson (44 points).  Midd came in for 3rd (59 points) and Union took 4th with 318 points.   


Next weekend, the 1st of October, we will be hosting the Vermont State Meet.  The women race at 12:30 and the men race at 1:30.  Should be a great weekend and we look to have some strong individual and team performances. 

Nicole Wilkerson


Asst Cross Country Coach 

