Colby-Sawyer - Summer arrives at last in the North Country!! 

On a spectacular early autumn day in the Granite State, Middlebury took their unbeaten record over the mountains and down I 89 to the beautiful campus of Colby-Sawyer College, for a mid-week clash that has proven to be an annual challenge. Middlebury, coming off the weekend victory over Tufts, were hoping to stretch the legs of a couple of injured, yet important players, Kellen Florio and John Sales.

The match began with Middlebury having a significant amount of possession, but their attacks lacked any real venom, thus, failing to create any dangerous openings. Rusten and Gabe Wood, who had been pushed into mid-field, dominated the proceedings. Haddad and Rains, playing as wide mid-fielders, managed to supply a couple of early crosses, but none that bothered the very capable Colby-Sawyer keeper. At the back, Cece and Lee were patrolling the central areas with grace and determination while Colacchio and Brennan were able to pick their moments to get forward down the flanks. Zack Toth in goal looked a lonely soul as his touches on the ball were limited to pass backs only. As the half progressed, it seemed likely that with Colby-Sawyer sitting deep and defending, the counter-attack may cause the Panther back four problems, if concentration was lost.

Florio and David Larocca entered the match with 20 minutes gone and their impact was almost immediate. From a long driven pass out of the back, Florio ghosted in behind the Chargers center backs and slid a low shot past the advancing keeper. 1-0 and the next 5 minutes would prove crucial. As often is the case, Middlebury, having scored the go ahead goal, became complacent and the Chargers began to work just a little harder. Middlebury gave possession away too easily and from one such moment, the score was suddenly level. Nick Colacchio was stripped of the ball and with one early pass, the Colby-Sawyer center forward was in on the Middlebury goal, planting the ball into the net despite the valiant attempts of Toth to block his way.  1-1 and the gauntlet had been thrown down.

Halftime arrived with little emotion emanating from the field. The Panthers needed to act LIKE Panthers and take the game by the ‘scruff of the neck’ and assert themselves. This they did to great effect. Within 5 minutes of the start of the second half, the visiting team were 3-1 up thanks to strikes from John Rusten and John Sales, who looked as though he is ready to go the full distance. The 4th goal was scored by JB Gerber, from a beautiful through ball provided by Matt Haddad. Special mention should be made of the performance of Simon Perkins, who came in off the bench and provided a much needed lift to the team. Simon was awarded the team Man-of-the–Match award. Every player got into the game and once again Alex Elias and Brandon Jackson both showed that they are going to be very good NESCAC players while Andrew Geramansky performed solidly at right back. The only negative of the day was when David Lee twisted his knee and now is facing a number of weeks of rehabilitation before rejoining the team. 

 This Saturday at 12 noon the Panthers take on the Cardinals of Wesleyan in a NESCAC match that is always closely contested. Wesleyan come into the match with a very good squad of players and have a couple of wins behind them so it should be a good one. We look forward to seeing you at the South Street pitch.

All the best

David Saward 

