September 28, 2004


The Men’s and Women’s team competed at the Purple Valley Classic this past Saturday (the 25th), hosted by Williams College.  The course, held at Mount Greylock High School is about half grass (some long grass) and half wooded trails.  Overall, the course was very spectator friendly and we got to see a lot of the race.

The events of the day began with our varsity men’s team racing in the 8k.  Co-Captain Jon Erwin, Dan Berkman, Luke Strauss, and freshmen Ian O’Reilly were not racing but are expected to be suited up for next week’s competition.  Neal Holtschulte of Williams won the race overall with a time of 26:27.  Garrot Kuzzy led the Panther group and had fun mixing it up with the lead runners from Williams.  Garrott took 3rd place overall in a time of 26:51.  Freshmen phenom Jimmy Butcher was number 2 for the Panthers, taking 5th place overall in 27:23.  Senior captain Nick Digani and Nolan Sandygren finished together, claiming 9th and 10th places respectively, both recording a stellar time of 27:55.  Will McDonough continues to be our solid and critical 5th man, rounding out the scoring in 13th place overall with a time of 28:12.  Sean Lena had a solid performance and claimed 18th place (28:33).  Senior Bryce Roche ran a smart race and came through the finish in 19th place (28:38).  Conor O’Neill and Baker Lyon both have learned how to race a strong 8k, clocking time of 28:48 and 28:50 respectively, good for 21st and 22nd places overall.  Matt Horesta looked strong and fast with a great kick, coming in 25th place overall with a time of 29:10.  Jake McComb had a great second half of the race and was Midd’s 11th runner in, coming in 35th place overall with a time of 29:56.  Anton Koychev, wearing racing spikes for the 1st time in his Midd running career came in 39th place with a time of 30:12.  Neal Dignum was a quick 7 seconds back, in 42nd place (30:19).  A sprint to the finish gave John Brimhall 43rd place in 30:23.  Rounding out the Midd team was Greg Fulchino with a time of 31:44, good for 49th place.

Williams College, currently ranked 6th nationally, took the overall title with 32 points, Midd was right behind them with 40 points.  Southern Connecticut, a division II School came in 3rd with 78 points.  This race continues to show the remarkable improvements made by the men’s team.  Last year, on the same course at the same meet, Midd’s 5th runner had a time of 29:11.  This year our 5th man was 28:12 – 59 seconds faster!  This year, we had 10 runners in at 29:10.  

Our women began the 5k race next, missing 2 of our top key runners – Marisa Cawley and Erin Archard.  Also sidelined for the day were Ann Hsieh, Izzy Marshall, and Kate Hirschboeck.  Leading for the Panthers again was senior (and 6 time All-American) Jess Manzer.  She followed Williams’s sensation Caroline Cretti for most of the race, with Cretti taking the overall title in 18:39 and Jess coming in 2nd in 19:02.  Andrea Giddings ran an incredible race and took 5th place overall (19:42).  Our next finisher of the day was Kelsey Rinehart, who came in 12th place overall with a time of 19:58, a full 38 seconds faster than she was on the course last year.  Steph Nugent looked strong over the hills and came in 14th place overall with a time of 20:18.  Our 5th runner for the day was Makely Lyon, nabbing 15th place in a time of 20:27.  A pack of Panthers came through in quick succession after Makely, claiming the next 4 places.  Jenny Jorvig came in 16th place in 20:35 followed closely by Julia McKinnon (17th place, 20:36).  First year Ceara Danaher, wearing a Midd uniform for the 1st time came in 18th place overall in 20:42 and Claire Schultz continues to show some great improvement over last year, coming in 19th place overall with a time of 20:47.  Chrissy Fulton successfully completed the 5k in just under 21 minutes, coming in 22nd place with a time of 20:57.  Allison Brown and Claire Anderson ran much of the race together, coming in 24th and 25th places overall (21:06 and 21:08.  Evelyn Dong ran an impressive race, clocking a 21:10, good for 27th place.  Kirsten Lundgren ran very strong putting up a super time of 21:34 (30th place).  Haley Gilbert and Sarah Norton were our next finishers across, with Haley coming in 33rd place (21:56) and Sarah taking 35th place (22:03).    Mallory Hicks (22:07), Sabre Davison (22:15) and Kayla Race (22:22) finished in 37th, 38th, and 39th place.  Ellie Buechner unleashed a great kick with about 150m to the finish and passed 3 runners, earning 41st place in 22:42.  Kylie Taylor came in 15 seconds after Ellie, good for 46th place.  Rounding out the Midd roster was Jordan MacClary, claiming 50th and AnneMarie Wesolowski who came in 53rd with a time of 23:44.

Williams won the meet with 21 points, and the Midd women took second with 48 points.  RPI took 3rd with 218 points.  

This coming Friday (the 30th) both teams compete at the Vermont State meet hosted by Johnson State College.  The competition is relatively light which is great as the team gears up for Open New England’s the following weekend.  

Nicole

