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Place Vendôme   The construction of this town square, or “place” in French, originated in 1698 under the direction of Louis XIV.  The square is completely enclosed, except for two openings to allow for entrance and exit.  At the center of the square is the Vendôme column, an enormous landmark.  In the context of the novel, Brown writes, “Langdon stepped out of the Hotel Ritz into [the square].”  The Hotel Ritz’s address is 15 place Vendôme, indicating that this action is, indeed possible.




Place Vendôme



Vendôme Column

Bluffton.edu.
Hotel Ritz Paris Information
Rue des Petits Champs & Rue Richelieu   In context, Langdon walks east on Due des Petits Champs and then turns south onto Rue Richelieu.  According to the map below, those directions and actions are possible and Brown’s writing is factually correct in this case.

Intersection of Rue des Petits Champs & Rue Richelieu

Map obtained from Maporama.

Palais Royal  “Royal Palace”  Originally commissioned by Cardinal Richelieu, this Parisian palace was completed in the mid 17th century.  The palace, first inhabited by young Louis XIV, is known for its beautiful garden that is 350 meters long and 150 meters wide.  In context, Langdon speaks of the scent which he smells that comes from the garden of the palace.  The picture below shows the center garden. Official Site of Palais Royal on October 3, 2004.
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http://home.earthlink.net/~lbishop/paris/louvre.html on October 3, 2004.

Royal arcade  Just as Brown describes it in context, the royal arcade in Paris is a famous walkway made of black marble.  The royal arcade surrounds the gardens of the Palais Royal.
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The walkway that is the royal arcade

Palais Royal Site.
Bronze medallions  See Rose Line.

Nord French, meaning “North.”  The “N” on the Arago medallions signifies the direction of North on the Rose Line.

Sud  French, meaning “South.”  The “S” on the Arago medallions signifies the direction of South on the Rose Line.

Comédie-Française 
(also known as Le Théâtre-français or La Maison de Molière)  This organization is France’s national theatre, and also the world’s oldest national theatre.  The organization, as it is now known, was established in 1680, but it has gone through many reorganizations since it’s founding.  Brown’s reference in the novel, however, refers to the actual theatre and not the organization.  The theatre itself is known as Place de Théâtre-Français and is located in the rue de Richelieu in Paris.  The original structure was built between 1786 and 1790, with major rebuilding after a fire in 1900. "Comédie-Française." Encyclopædia Britannica. 2004.  Encyclopædia Britannica Online. 
3 Oct. 2004 <http://search.eb.com/eb/article?tocId=9024923>.
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Official Site of Comédie-Française
Sacré-Coeur  This cathedral was completed in 1914, but has housed religious services on a regular basis since 1885.  The church was designed by Abadie and, according to the context, is the southernmost point of the Rose Line as depicts by the bronze markers (see Rose Line & Bronze markers). (See Also Chapter 16)
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Paris.org.
Seine  France’s second-longest river, the Seine is 485 miles long and flows through Paris before emptying into the English Channel.  The river is one of the most important waterways in France for the transportation of cargo.  In context, Langdon describes crossing over the river during his walk along the Rose Line (see Rose Line). For more information on the Seine in Paris visit here.
"Seine River." Britannica Student Encyclopedia. 2004.  Encyclopædia Britannica Online. 
31 Oct. 2004 <http://search.eb.com/ebi/article?tocId=9276976>.
(See also Chapter 3)
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The Seine flowing through Paris.

Ibiblio.org.

Paris Observatory  Founded by Louis XIV, its construction was begun in 1667.  It was the first observatory built in the entire world. The observatory is now home to the International Time Bureau, an organization that regulates the time determinations of observatories located all over the world.  In context, Brown refers to the observatory as at north end of the path created by the bronze medallions (see bronze medallions). "Paris Observatory." Encyclopædia Britannica. 2004.  Encyclopædia Britannica Online. 
31 Oct. 2004 <http://search.eb.com/eb/article?tocId=9058488>.
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Official Site of Paris Observatory.
Rose Line   The Rose Line is the ancient north-south line through the Paris Observatory.  All French east-west distances were measured from this line until 1884.  The line is marked by Arago medallions (135 total) embedded in the ground.  Langdon traces the line as he walks through Paris in the Epilogue.  The Rose Line may also refer to the bloodline that resulted from the alleged relationship between Jesus and Mary Magdalene.  Below is a picture of an Arago medallion from americansinfrance.net.
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http://www.craigslist.org/sfc/grp/43349296.html on October 3, 2004.

Rue de Rivoli  This street houses many Parisian landmarks including the Louvre and Palais Royal.  In context, Langdon crosses this street on his way to the Louvre Pyramid (see Louvre Pyramid).

Map obtained from Maporama.

Information obtained from ibiblio.org.
Sphinx  A mythological creature that is present in both Greek and Egyptian history and art.  The Sphinx is a creature with the body of a lion and the head of a human.  Françoise Mitterrand, also received the nickname of “Sphinx” from his political opponents.  The picture below is of the Sphinx in its most famous form, the Great Sphinx at Giza, in Egypt.  There are also Sphinx statures located on the bridge that Langdon uses to cross the Seine, according to the text. "sphinx." Encyclopædia Britannica. 2004.  Encyclopædia Britannica Online.  27 Sept. 2004  <http://search.eb.com/eb/article?tocId=9069103>.
[image: image11.jpg]



Françoise Mitterrand   (b. Oct. 26, 1916, d. Jan. 8, 1996)  Nicknamed “the Sphinx,” this Frenchman was the socialist President of France from 1981-1995).  He is credited with strengthening the relationship between France and the rest of Western Europe through his policy.  According to Brown, Mitterrand “was rumored to move in secret circles,” although no official reports of such secret doings are available from reference material. "Mitterrand, François." Encyclopædia Britannica. 2004.  Encyclopædia Britannica Online.  3 Oct. 2004  <http://search.eb.com/eb/article?tocId=9053062>.
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The Louvre Pyramid  The entrance to the Louvre Museum is located at the center of the Cour Napoléon and is marked by the pyramid made of glass and steel.  The pyramid structure itself was designed by an American, I.M. Pei.  In context, it is the pyramid that greets Langdon as he arrives at the Louvre to search for the Holy Grail. "Louvre Museum." Encyclopædia Britannica. 2004.  Encyclopædia Britannica Online. 
31 Oct. 2004 <http://search.eb.com/eb/article?tocId=9049115>.
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The entrance to the Louvre Museum.

Carrousel du Louvre   “An underground shopping mall just west of the Louvre that connects with the museum.”  The Carrousel is the home to the underground, and much less known about, entrance to the Louvre museum that is not often used by tourists.  Remains of the old Louvre were actually found during excavation and construction of the Carrousel.  Brown, however, speaks of the Carrousel as “the enormous circle of grass surrounded by a perimeter of neatly trimmed hedges.”  Below is a photograph of the Carrousel facing its signature Pyramid, with the Louvre entrance in the distance.




atkielski.com.
La Pyramide Inversée  Located in the subterranean entrance to the Louvre (see Carousel du Louvre), this structure is made of glass and is, simply, an inverted pyramid.  In context, Langdon is looking down into the pyramid and the Carousel du Louvre from ground level.  Langdon is in front of the Louvre near the actual entrance pyramid (see Louvre Pyramid) and  looks down remembering the entrance to the Louvre that is underground. (See Also Chapter 32)




The Pyramide Inversée
atkielski.com.
Botticelli  (b. 1445, d. 1510)  Orginally named Alessandro Di Mariano Filipepi, Sandro Bottecelli is a painter from the Florentine Renaissance.  He is most noted for his painting, “The Birth of Venus.”  This painting embodies the birth of the female god and is said to “epitomize…the spirit of the Renaissance.”  Clearly, Botticelli’s reference to femininity would be reason to include his name in Langdon’s thoughts at the time of his discovery of the resting place of Magdalene.  Below is “The Birth of Venus.” "Botticelli, Sandro." Encyclopædia Britannica. 2004.  Encyclopædia Britannica Online.  28 Sept. 2004  <http://search.eb.com/eb/article?tocId=9015873>. (See Also Chapters 23 and 61)
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The Chalice and the Blade The Chalice and the Blade. Our History, our Future is a book published by Riane Eisler in 1988.  It is listed in Dan Brown’s partial bibliography on his website as a book that he consulted while doing research for The Da Vinci Code.  The book deals with the idea of equality between the sexes and discusses the worship of feminine deities.  In context, the chalice and blade point Robert Langdon to the location of Magdalene’s bones.




Photograph and book description courtesy of amazon.com on October 3, 2004.

Miniature pyramid Located in the Carousel de Louvre, just below the Pyramide Inversée, this miniature pyramid points upward in contrast to the Pyramide Inversée.  In context, Langdon focuses on the miniature pyramid as he looks down into the Carousel and believes that the Holy Grail is located beneath the miniature pyramid.  
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The miniature pyramid facing the Pyramid Inversée.
cultofdanbrown.com.
