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In The Da Vinci Code, Dan Brown claims that the Knights Templar are the guardians for a secret document that contains powerful information from the time of Christ. After the persecution of the Templars by King Phillip, the order disappeared completely. Many scholars believe that the members continued their Order under a new name, others believe that they were simply eliminated. So where did the sacred document go? One of the many popular theory believes that during the Crusade the Knights Templar may have passed on their knowledge, believed to be written on the Kirkwall Scroll onto the Freemasons to safely guard it. The Kirkwall Scroll is believed by the scholars who support this theory to be the missing link between the Freemason and the Templar.
 In the attempt to learn about the two brotherhood’s connections, different point of views and opinions from scholars about the  two brotherhood’s secret symbols and communication devices, which the they used in order to safely pass on their knowledge from one generation to the next is included. There is also a large number of scholars who believe that there are no significant connections between the two secret brotherhoods. One can not help but question the human mind and its tendency for the mind to create illusion, in this case a connection that may lead to nothing.

The Templar

The title “Knights Templar” often misleads people into believing that the Templars were all Knights. In fact, there were only six real Knights in the brotherhood. There were approximately one hundred thirty-five Templars in England, eleven of which were priests, and others were smiths, tanners, tailors, shoe makers, gardeners, and cow and sheepherders. It is obvious to see that these were the professions that were the source of revenue for England at that time. The Templars played a major role in the development of London’s international money market, which includes London banking, and national and international credit finances. Some Templars worked in the Royal Treasury collecting taxes from civilians, while they themselves were exempted. Others worked as agents for the government and took part in the parliament. Evidence indicates that the so called “Poor Knights of the Temple of Solomon”, in reality were not poor at all. Aside from the income they made of their trade, the Templars often received gifts such as land, and donations of money from Royalties and civilians.

In 1307 a mass arrest of the Knights Templar took place under King’s Phillip’s order. The Knights were put to trial under the charges such as sacrilegious acts on the cross, denial of God, obscene kisses on the mouth, navel and buttocks. The Templars were also accused of neglecting and abusing their duties by using their stature to acquire property and wealth. The trial lasted for seven years. 

Many scholars believe that King Phillip ordered the arrest of the Templars based purely on revenge. The King himself had once applied to be in the Order in 1305, and was rejected. Different groups of scholars have different opinions about the King’s action, one of them being that the King hoped that by joining the Order he would be able to distract himself from grieving for his wife Queen Jeanne of France who passed away shortly prior to his decision to request for membership. Others claim that the Templars realized that the King was not the type of person who would act on impulse, and there were other motives behind his action. The Order knew that by joining the Templars, King Phillip would have access to the Order’s land and power. King Phillip’s acted too eagerly to join the Order, and exposed his plan to gain more power. The King even proposed to abdicate his throne to his son, as a condition for membership.  

Because of their quick and quiet disappearance after the Templars were acquitted, many scholars strongly believe that the Templars were not wiped out completely. Some believed they reformed under a new name, while others joined the Teutonic Knights.

The Masons

There are about three million members of the Freemason living in the United States alone. In addition, there are also about seven hundred thousand more members living in the United Kingdom and millions more members living around the world. There had been more than fifty thousand books
 and articles written about the Masons in 1717 but no one could confirm the information written about them. The Masons declined all response to the attacks and used the “confession by silence”
 tactic instead. One of the Old Charges of Freemason is to tell no secret of a brother that might cause him his life or property.
 This rule by which all the Masons live probably explains why hard evidence about the secret of their society is very difficult to uncover. Since their reaction towards the public is so uninformative, it is probably the reason why there have been many interest shown in learning more about their secret society. Some of the members of the Freemason include George Washington, America’s first President, and the Founding Fathers including Ethan Allen, John Paul Jones, Paul Revere, John Hancock, and Benjamin Franklin. Eight of the fifty-six signatures on the Declaration of Independence belonged to the members of the Masons, as well as nine in the Constitution
. Other American Masonic Presidents were Andrew Jackson, James Polk, Andrew Johnson, James Garfield, Howard Taft, Franklin Roosevelt, Harry Truman and Gerald Ford
. It is also interesting to note that Abraham Lincoln applied for membership, but after his nomination from presidency in 1860 he withdrew his application. Ronald Reagan who is often referred to as a Mason is really an honorary member of the Imperial Council of the Shrine, and on many occasions was involved with Shrine and Masonic functions
. Another misconception is that President Bush belongs to the Masonic membership. The bible in which Bush took his oath of office on belonged to a Masonic lodge in St.Johns New York City
.

The Connections between the Knight’s Templar and the Freemason

Even though there has not been any concrete evidence of secret society base of the Templar fugitives, there is much speculation about the connections between the Knight’s Templar and the Freemason. Did the Templars and the Masons simply merged into one, and the ritual and the knowledge from the Templars passed on to the Masons? Many of the secret codes, handshakes, rituals and hidden places that the Masons currently have would definitely apply to the Templar fugitives who were constantly hiding and traveling clandestinely in the past.

One of the most important skills that contribute significantly to the survival of the Masons secret brotherhood is the concept which many scholars believe that the Masons inherited from the Templars, the concept of standardization. Since the Templars were constantly fleeing and needed secret codes or signs to identify the people they could trust, keeping things standardized played an important part in communication, in order to keep all their members well inform of who their friends and enemies were. The Mason’s “due-guard” sign or the Masonic Sign of Distress is used by every brother to identify himself as the member of the brotherhood in the time when he needs help from any brother who may be present. The Masons also has a particular word use in darkness to direct others who may be lost or out of sight. 

Mason1 
“O,Lord my God, is there no help for a Son of  Widow?”

Mason2
“Are you a traveling man?”

Mason1 
“Yes I am”

Mason2 
“Where are you traveling from?”

Mason1
“From West to East”

One of the speculations came from a tale that took place after the Templar trial. Eighteen Templars including their Grand Master at the time Jacques de Molay, who according to this version of the tale was not burned, somehow managed to escape on Marseilles ship from La Rochelle port
. They were never heard from again; no one knew where they were heading.  The story about the eighteen Templars after their disappearance was told by a young Mason merchant. According to the tale this Mason’s ship was attacked by a group of pirates. At his last attempt to save himself and his ship, the Mason flashed the Masonic Sign of Distress, and to his surprise the pirates let him go free and returned all his belongings. The leader of the pirates also attached a biscuit to the Mason’s dog collar.  The biscuit is now in the lodge of Amily in Poole, England and the Pirate is remembered as “Jacques Le Bon”.
 

It is very interesting to see the similarity of the journeys of the Templars and the Masons. The Templar started out their journey in the West, in order to fulfill their mission they had to travel eastward to the Holy Land. While the Masons, in order to rebuild the allegorical Temple of Solomon also traveled symbolically east to west towards the Temple of Solomon.
 In many religions, the members believe that to be able to fulfill their destiny or reach enlightenment they must sacrifice themselves by journeying to certain holy places. Could it be that the Masons inherited the traveling tradition/ritual from east to west from the Templars believing that it is the way to fulfill their destiny? This could be the indicator of a tradition that the Mason continue on after the Templar as historical remembrance.

Another connection that could be drawn between the Templar and the Mason   focused in their beliefs. The Mason brotherhood is not structured around Christianity, but they also reject Atheism. The Masons require that their members believe in some sort of Supreme Being. Who that Supreme Being is or how each member chooses to worship the Supreme Being is entirely up to him. The member is not allowed to discuss or persuade other members toward his point of view.
 The Templars back in the days of the trial in 1307 were rejected by the Pope who was believed to be their link to God. Even though the members still believe in God, their chain of communication with Him though the Pope was severed. So the Templar needed to find an alternate route to communicate with God. Also since they had to go into hiding and constantly move from one place to another, it would only make sense that their new form of communication with God would be more on a personal basis.
 They could worship and pray by themselves at any time of the day. They would also be able to take in other religion and beliefs as they move around from one hiding place to another. In The Da Vinci Code, the character of Silas the albino priest shows similarity with the brotherhood. Silas who follows order form “The Teacher”, an unknown higher power, in whom he blindly puts his faith in. “He had not revealed his own identity to Aringarosa, and yet he has proven himself a man well worth obeying”
.The Templar and the Masons are also worshipping and following some sort of unknown higher power, varies on the choice of higher power they choose.

In the center of the Mason lodge, there is a circle drawn on the floor. The circle has four parts to it.  First is the circle itself, which in Masonic lore represents the boundless universe. The point in the center of the circle represents the individual Mason. Lastly, there are the two tangent lines located on each side of the circle opposite from each other. The two tangent lines are supposed to be the staffs of St. John the Baptist and St. John the Evangelist.
 As for the Templars, the circular theme seems to have a similar important meaning as the Mason did. The Templar’s initiation took place in a circular shape church known as the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem. The Templars most important church in Britain consecrated in 1185 AD by Heraculius patriarch of Jerusalem was also build in a perfect circle.
 

Much of our knowledge and understanding of culture can be acquired through studying the specific cultural attire, from the clothes in which the people in that culture dress themselves in to do their daily chores, to the clothes in which they wear to different ceremonies. Clothing could be a great indicator of how they conducted their daily lives, how technologically advance they were, and could even tell about who their ancestors were. According to the Templar’s Rule, the Templars were not allowed to decorate themselves in anything except sheepskin. The Templars were required to wear a sheepskin girdle on his waist at all time to symbolize purity and innocence. Conveniently the England booming lambskin economy made carrying around sheepskin for the Templar seem common to others outside the brotherhood. As for the Masons, the first thing a newly excepted Apprentice receives is a Masonic Apron made of sheepskin. The apron represents a badge of innocence and purity similar to the Templar’s. Why would the Mason need to wear a badge to declare their innocence and purity if they are indeed descended from the Stonemason? The Templar on the other hand needed the badge to show that they were wrongly accused by King Phillip.

Opposing View

While some evidence has pointed to significant connections between the Templar and the Mason, many people question if those things were merely coincidences. Though many scholars such as Andrew Sinclair believed strongly that the Masons are the descendents of the Templar, could they be trying too hard to see the connection that isn’t there? The following arguments given by Andrew Roach, and the Rosslyn Templar, who strongly believed that Andrew Sinclair’s theory could just be a figment of his own imagination.

The topic related to the Kirkwall Scroll and whether or not the message written on it is significant or not has been debated for a very long period of time. One of the major question surrounding the Kirkwall Scroll by historians concern Andrew Sinclair’s claim that the Scroll is the missing link between the Templars and the Masons, and that it contains clues on the whereabouts of the Holy Grail.  Andrew Sinclair generated controversy with his theory that the Scroll contained the ancient knowledge passed on from the Templars to the Freemasons during the Crusades to safeguard it, and that there are hidden messages written on the left side of the sailcloth that are clues pointed to the hidden location of the Holy Grail.
 The Freemasons in Scotland and the Rosslyn Templar, as they are know collectively, are a small group made up of mostly Scottish eminent Freemason, who are interested in the Knight’s Templar in Scotland, the Rosslyn Chapel, and its Architecture.
 The group believed (so they say) that their brotherhood is not the descendents of the Templar, but are in fact the descendents of the Stonemason. Hence the name Freemason, free from all the duties and responsibility of the Stonemasons. In July 16th, 1782 a Masonic congress was held in Wilhelmbud
.  Ferdinand, Duke of Brunswick, The Grandmaster of the Order was the Chairman of the meeting. After 30 sessions of rigorous discussion about how to reform the existing Masonic system and find the true origin of the Masons, they concluded that there was no essential connection between the Masons and the Templars, nor are the Masons successors of the Templar.

Andrew Roach, a medieval historian at Glasgrow University believes that Sinclair may be trying to make connection that does not exist, and that Sinclair may have gone into the fantasy world of the X-File. Roach argues that there is a four

century elapse between the disappearance of the Templars and the emergence of the Masons.

Dr Gary Dickson, of the Department of Medieval History at Edinburgh University, said that Sinclair own agenda could have affected his thought process, experiment and the outcome to favor what Sinclair wanted to believe.
 The fact that the interpretation of any kind of iconography has a high tendency to be open to severed interpretation even for experts. This indicates that Sinclair could have unconsciously interpreted the results to support his argument. Dickson also believes that the Holy Grail is nothing more than a folk talk dating back to the 12th century.

Stuart Beattie, the project director at Rosslyn, admitted that the rumor about the Kirkwall Scroll has been good for tourism business of the Chapel. He disagreed however with Sinclair who said the Scroll was carbon-dated back to the 15th century. Beattie believes that there is a high possibility the Scroll could have been a “floor clothe” made by William Graeme, a gift to the Lodge when he was admitted as a member.

Even after these strong vocal disagreements, Sinclair is still convinced that if he would be allowed to dig around the main vault of the Rosslyn Chapel, he would find concrete evidence to support his theory.

The subject on the connection between the Knight’s Templar and the Mason has been debated by scholars for many decades, and so far there has been no irrefutable evidence to prove that either side is correct. Both sides present strong and seemingly valid supports to their argument. In the cases for scholars like Sinclair who could be trying unconsciously to impose a connection between the two brotherhoods, that is simply not there, one should take a step back and view the picture as a whole before making any decision about whether or not their thinking is justifiable. It is interesting to note that the Masons themselves (of Rosslyn Templar) kept reassuring the reader in their article that they had no connection whatsoever with the Templar. They could either be telling the truth, or trying to protect the secret that they did indeed inherit the Templar’s knowledge and secrets about the where about of the Holy Grail.
� The Secret Scroll, Andrew Sinclair, Sinclair-Stevenson (January 2001)


� Accusation Against the Templars, http://www.templarhistory.com/accuse.html


� The Knight’s Templar, Stephen Howarth  (p175), Marboro Books; (June 1, 1991)


� The Knight’s Templar, Stephen Howarth (p176), Marboro Books; (June 1, 1991)


� The Knight’s Templar, Stephen Howarth (p166), Marboro Books; (June 1, 1991)


� Freemasonary, http://www.rotten.com/library/conspiracy/freemasonry/


� 100 Famous Masons, http://www.freemasoninfo.ca/famous.html


� United States Presidents, http://www.mastermason.com/wilmettepark/pres.html


� United States Presidents, http://www.mastermason.com/wilmettepark/pres.html


� The Knight’s Templar, Stephen Howarth (p166), Marboro Books; (June 1, 1991)


� The Knight’s Templar, Stephen Howarth (p166), Marboro Books; (June 1, 1991)


� Born in Blood, John J. Robinson (p 240), Evans and Company (1989)


� The Knight’s Templar, Stephen Howarth (p168-69), Marboro Books; (June 1, 1991)


� Knight’s Templar, Stephen Howarth (p168-69), Marboro Books; (June 1, 1991)


� The Da Vinci Code, Dan Brown (p59), Doubleday; (March 18, 2003)


� Born in Blood, John J. Robinson (p237), Evans and Company; (1989)


� Born in Blood, John j. Robinson (p238), Evans and Company; (1989)


� Masonic Lodge's Secret Scroll is £8m Treasure By Thomas Harding, The Daily Telegraph (22nd July 2000) http://www.rosslyntemplars.org.uk/secret_scroll.htms


� www.rosslyntemplars.org.uk


�General chronology of events, Leading Edge Research Group ©1994/1995, 


http://www.refuse-resist.com/content/eng/nwo/General%20chronology%20of%20events.php


� Grail Quest, Lightnet the web of planetary consciousness (27th July 2000) http://www.lightnet.co.uk/informer/mysteries/20000727.htm


� Masonic Lodge's Secret Scroll is £8m Treasure, Thomas Harding, The Daily Telegraph (22nd July 2000) http://www.rosslyntemplars.org.uk/secret_scroll.htms


� Grail Quest, Lightnet the web of planetary consciousness (27th July 2000) http://www.lightnet.co.uk/informer/mysteries/20000727.htm


� Grail Quest, Lightnet the web of planetary consciousness (27th July 2000) http://www.lightnet.co.uk/informer/mysteries/20000727.htm


� Grail Quest, Lightnet the web of planetary consciousness (27th July 2000) http://www.lightnet.co.uk/informer/mysteries/20000727.htm








