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Chapter 91

Jordan Tirrell-Wysocki

Ferme ta gueule! 

St. James’s Park

Parlaiment 

Big Ben

Horse Guards Parade

Ferme ta gueule! – French for “close your mouth” literally, but more comparable to the English slang “shut up,” because it is considered rude and offensive.

St. James’s Park  See also Chapter 94
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Image from Mapquest.com, 11/30/04.

The oldest  of the Royal Parks of London, St. James’s Park is surrounded by three royal palaces. The oldest is Westminster, now known as the Houses of Parliament. The others are Saint James’s Palace and the famous Buckingham Palace, home to the royal family of Britain.
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http://www.royalparks.gov.uk/parks/st_james_park/about.cfm, Oct 30, 2004.

Parliament The Houses of Parliament, also known as Westminster Palace, was built in the 11th, century by Edward the Confessor, then enlarged by William the Conqueror. In 1884, a fire destroyed much of the palace. The rebuilding process began in 1837 and was finished in 1860. It was damaged again in World War II, but it was repaired by 1950. One of it’s towers, St. Stephens Tower, contains the famous clock Big Ben. The building was designated a UNESCO World Heritage site in 1987.   

"Parliament, Houses of." Encyclopædia Britannica. 2004.  Encyclopædia Britannica Online.  30 Oct. 2004 <http://search.eb.com/eb/article?tocId=9058524>. 
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http://www.granbyhs.com/news/jan02/westminster.jpg, Oct 30, 2004.

Big Ben  See Chapter 82. “A tower clock famous for its accuracy and for its massive bell (weighing more than 13 tons). It is housed in St. Stephen's Tower, at the northern end of the Houses of Parliament, in the London borough of Westminster. In coordination with the Royal Greenwich Observatory, the chimes of Big Ben have been broadcast as a feature of the BBC's daily time signal since 1924, with brief interruptions (owing to repairwork) in 1934 and 1956.  

The name of the clock is said by some historians to stand for Sir Benjamin Hall, the commissioner of works. At the time of the clock and bell's installation in 1859, the name applied only to the bell, but it eventually came to indicate the clock itself. In 1956 the clock mechanism was restored and repaired. The hands of the clock are 9 and 14 feet (2.7 and 4.3 metres) long, respectively, and the clock tower rises to 320 feet (98 metres). The bell was cast by George Mears of Whitechapel and pulled to the tower by a wagon team of 16 horses. Shortly after it was installed, it developed a crack and was kept out of service until its repair in 1862.” 

"Big Ben." Encyclopædia Britannica. 2004.  Encyclopædia Britannica Online. 
30 Oct. 2004 <http://search.eb.com/eb/article?tocId=9079149>.




http://www.adamspiers.org/photos/hobbies/photography/Big_Ben_closeup.jpg.small.html, Oct 30th, 2004.
Horse Guards Parade  A large parade ground in central London, used for tournaments in the time of Henry VIII. Since that time it has been used for a variety of parades and ceremonies. On the west it faces St. James’s Park. To the north are the Old Admiralty and the Admiralty Citadel.  The headquarters of the British Army, Horse Guards, is to the east. To the south is 10 Downing Street, residence of the Prime Minister. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horse_Guards_Parade, Oct 30th 2004
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 Mapquest.com, 11/30/04.
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Horse_guards_parade.jpg, Oct 30, 2004.

