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Colbert Sostaque In Dan Brown’s novel, Cobert Sostaque is one of the people who the computer system was eavesdropping on. There is only one reference in which his name signifies anything, and this appears on a chat site about the Priory of Sion. One man, whose name is Dr. Steven Mizrach, is an adjunct professor of anthropology at Florida International University. He states that Colbert Sostaque means “Cobalt Rose Quest”, which relates to the hunt for blue roses. However, the veracity of this claim is dubious.

http://home.graffiti.net/prioryofsion/reposml/may/6-7May2004.html
Dr. Steven Mizrach’s website at FIU: http://www.fiu.edu/~mizrachs/. 

Chairman of the Conseil Constitutional The Conseil Constitutional was created by the constitution of the Fifth Republic of France. There are nine members, each appointed for nine year terms. They are appointed by the President of the Republic, the President of the National Assembly, or the President of the Senate. However, they are not all appointed in the same year. Every three years, three of the members are due to be replaced. This prevents the council from falling apart every nine years, and also introduces fresh ideas. The chairman of this council is designated by the Head of State of France, and comes from among the nine members. It is mainly a judicial body.

For more information, follow this link:

http://www.archives.premier-ministre.gouv.fr/raffarin_version1/en/ie4/contenu/6779.htm

Jean Chaffée In French, chaffée is a form of the verb chauffer, meaning to heat. 

http://fr.wordreference.com/fr/translation.asp?enfr=heat&v=b 

Musée de Jeu de Paume

The Musée de Jeu de Paume does exist. It is located in Paris, at the bottom of the Tuileries Gardens. This museum is dedicated to the art of photography. 

Official website of the Musée de Jeu de Paume: http://jeudepaume.nfrance.com/~k1050/?flash=ok. 

Information about the museum which has been translated into English:

http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&sl=fr&u=http://www.rfi.fr/actufr/articles/054/article_28834.asp&prev=/search%3Fq%3DMus%25C3%25A9e%2Bde%2BJeu%2Bde%2BPaume%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D. 

Edouard Desrochers Dan Brown was both a student and teacher at Phillips Exeter Academy in New Hampshire. Edouard Desrochers is the name of the man who was the archivist at Exeter. 

http://www.danbrown.com/meet_dan/
http://www.davincilegacy.com/Infringement/private/PerdueBrown-The-heroines-are-the-Goddess.html
Senior Archivist Archivist, noun. A keeper of archives.

Archives, noun. A place in which public records or other important historic documents are kept.  The senior archivist would be in charge of all the public records kept in that location, which in this instance is the “Mitterrand Library.”

http://dictionary.oed.com/cgi/entry/00011586?query_type=word&queryword=archivist&edition=2e&first=1&max_to_show=10&single=1&sort_type=alpha
Mitterrand Library The Mitterrand Library is located in Paris. In the late 1980s, it became evident that a new library was needed in Paris. The current president of France, Francois Mitterrand, viewed it as a matter of the pride of France that the new library was befitting of France’s glory. This new library was inaugurated in 1995, and initially named the French National Library, or the Bibliothèque Nationale de France. However, Mitterrand died ten months later, and it was renamed in his honor. However, short of being one of France’s new glories, the library had a series of problems which delayed its opening until 1998. Even then, computer and personnel glitches meant that the library did not function well. However, patrons report that the library is wonderful now.
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(http://www.pixelmap.com/sl_city_42.html)

http://library.fullerton.edu/Patrons/patrons_new_library_paris.htm
Here is the official site of the libray: http://www.bnf.fr/
Jacques Sauniere See the Prologue

Musée du Louvre See the Prologue

Michel Breton There is no obvious double meaning behind this man’s name.

DAS – French intelligence In English, the acronym stands for Delegation for Special Affairs. It is largely devoted to arms control and disarmament. It is also in charge of specifically monitoring communications for issues regarding arms control.

http://www.acronym.org.uk/dd/dd46/46french.htm
Bugged “To equip with an alarm system or a concealed microphone.” (OED)

 Etymology:

1919 M. ACKLOM in Bookman Apr. 209/1 The possibilities of the joint being bugged. 1931 Amer. Speech VII. 104 Bugged, wired to a burglar alarm. 1949 Times (Los Angeles) 16 Aug. I. 4/6 Cohen seemed well aware that his house was ‘bugged’ and that his conversations were tapped. 1955 Newsweek 24 Oct. 32/1 ‘I'll guarantee you that you're not going to do any more bugging!’.. Kalven's group had hidden microphones in Wichita, Kans., district court jury rooms and recorded the jurors' traditionally secret deliberations. 1958 J. D. MACDONALD Executioners (1959) v. 81 We bugged both suites. 1958 Times 9 July 8/6 The police..explained that ‘bugging’ as distinct from wire-tapping, was no crime. 1960 News Chron. 13 Sept. 4/8 The ‘bugged’ conversations of a foreign Government's leaders.
http://dictionary.oed.com/cgi/entry/00028885?query_type=word&queryword=bug&edition=2e&first=1&max_to_show=10&sort_type=alpha&result_place=4&search_id=uM2X-kHgkSv-214&hilite=00028885
“Capitaine, un agent du Départment du Cryptographie est arrivé.”

“Captain, an agent of the Department of Cryptography is arrived.”

(http://world.altavista.com/tr, http://www.worldlingo.com/wl/translate)

Schematic diagram

A schematic diagram is a drawing which is meant to explain how something works, or to show the relationship of various parts to each other and to the whole. 

Red felt-tipped marker

A felt tipped marker is a writing implement that has a writing tip made of felt.
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Picture from: http://www.staples.com/Catalog/Browse/Sku.asp?PageType=1&Sku=228445
