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The Castel Gandolfo is the meeting place of Bishop Manuel Aringarosa with the Vatican officials.  The Castel Gandolfo is the summer residence of the pope and the center of the Vatican’s astronomy program.  In A.D. 81-96 the place was the summer residence of the Roman Emperor Domitian who built a great palace with a theater, aqueduct, and a long tunnel like structure called cryptoporticus to shield Domitian from the sun during his walks.  The palace fell into ruin after his death, and it was rebuilt several times.  It was a victim of tug-of-war between the church and noble families.  The Vatican finally bought it in the early 1600s. It became the official summer residence of the pope in 1626.  The Castel Gandolfo is mostly known by its beautiful style and gardens.

Burstein, Dan. Secrets of the Code. CDS Books, 2004:  page333. 
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Alban Hills It is an area of extinct volcanoes in the Lazio (Latium) of central Italy, southeast of Rome. “The hills consist of an outer circle, 6–8 miles (10–13 km) in diameter, rising to 3,113 feet (949 m) at Mount Cavo, and an inner crater rim, about 1.5 miles (2 km) across, rising to 3,136 feet (956 m) at Mount Faete. Lakes Albano and Nemi occupy two of the craters. Even before the emergence of Rome as a great power, the Alban Hills were a place sacred to the people of Latium. Roman roads, temples, villas, and theatres are still partly preserved there. Because of their coolness in summer and the absence of malaria, the hills for centuries have been a favourite summer resort of Romans. The Alban vineyards produce the popular wines known as Castelli Romani (after the towns of the district). An electric suburban railway connects Rome with the hill retreats of Frascati, Grottaferrata, Albano, Velletri, Genzano, and Castel Gandolfo (the papal summer residence).”! "Alban Hills." Encyclopædia Britannica. 2004.  Encyclopædia Britannica Online.  11 Oct. 2004  <http://search.eb.com/eb/article?tocId=9005391>.

Bishop Manuel Aringarosa Bishop Manuel Aringarosa is one of the main characters in the Da Vinci Code.   Aringa means herring, and rosa means red in Italian.   In The Da Vinci Code the master of the conspiracy is Teabing, and the works of Bishop Aringarosa and Silas are the red herrings of Teabing’s plan.  

Burstein, Dan. Secrets of the Code. CDS Books, 2004: page 326.

Cox, Simon. Cracking the Da Vinci Code. New York: Sterling Publishing, 2004: page 21.

Rome:   historic city and capital of Roma provincia, of Lazio regione, and of Italy. Rome is more than 3000 years old, and the city has survived countless devastating invasions and attacks.  The remains of the Roman Empire attract many tourists, and now the city is a metropolis.  Pagan temples and Renaissance churches and palaces exist side by side in Rome. It is also the center of the Roman Catholic Church.  http://search.eb.com/eb/article?tocId=9109501"Rome." Encyclopædia Britannica. 2004.  Encyclopædia Britannica Online.  11 Oct. 2004  <>."Rome." Britannica Student Encyclopedia. 2004.  Encyclopædia Britannica Online.  11 Oct. 2004  <http://search.eb.com/ebi/article?tocId=9276781>.
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Cassock  See Chapter 5 

