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Priory Keystone  See Chapter 22.

La clef de voute The key of vault. See chapter 2.

Keystone See chapter 24.

Mason  The Masons, or Freemasons are known throughout the world as the largest secret society.  However, the Masons formally deny their being secretive and allow members to both admit their involvement and speak openly about many of the aspects of the Masons.  


Originally the Masons were founded as a veritable union in England.  It was comprised out of the stonemasons, free masons, and guild masons.  Those allowed into the society possessed skills superior in their craft to all others.  In addition it is believed as Brown mentions in The Da Vinci Code that this group was responsible for inventing and protecting the art of the keystone.  


In the 17th and 18th centuries the Masons furthered their ascension into the realm of societies when they adopted chivalric orders.  In 1717 the first official Lodge was founded in England.  The Masons have no religious affiliation contrary to popular belief and will purportedly admit any man who believes in a supreme being and the immortality of the soul.  Women related to Masons are allowed into The Order of the Eastern Star.  Sons of Masons join the Order of DeMolay or the Order of the Builders.  Daughters of Masons join the Order of Job’s Daughters and the Order of the Rainbow.  Those who are admitted into the Masons are divided into three groups: entered apprentices, fellows of the craft, and master masons.  Within these three groups members are separated by 33 degrees of rank.  For more information about the ranking of Masons see Chapter 48 “32nd degree Mason”.


Many influential men have been members, and many have been opposed to the Masonic Order.  Many influential Americans have been Masons including: George Washington, James Monroe, Andrew Jackson, James Polk, James Buchanan, Andrew Johnson, James Garfield, William McKinley, Theodore Roosevelt, William Taft, Warren Harding, Franklin Roosevelt, Harry Truman, Gerald Ford, and Benjamin Franklin.  

Despite the extremely prestigious roster the Masons possess, many oppose them.  Much of the anti-Masonic sentiments originated from the disappearance of William Morgan in 1826.  Morgan, after his plea for admission to the Masons had been denied, published anti-Masonic literature.  Shortly after he disappeared, and newspapers released what are now widely discredited rumors tying his disappearance to the Masonic order.  

Since that time anti-Masonic sentiments have only increased.  Many organizations have been founded with the primary purpose of opposing the Masons.  The National Christian Society, one of these societies, blames all of society’s “ills” on secret societies, particularly, the Masons.

Today the Masons have over four million members worldwide.  It remains the world’s largest “secret” society, although membership is allegedly open to all.  
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 "Freemasonry." Encyclopædia Britannica. 2004.  Encyclopædia Britannica Online. 
20 Oct. 2004 <http://search.eb.com/eb/article?tocId=9035303>.
http://www.crystalinks.com/freemasons.html (October 21, 2004)

http://skepdic.com/freemasons.html (October 21, 2004)

Sing of the rose See Chapter 44.

Rose windows  Rose windows are the stained glass windows in shapes resembling that of a rose that Langdon refers to in The Da Vinci Code. The first rose windows date back to the ninth century.  The art of the rose window is believed to have been refined during the Romanesque era when small rose windows would be crafted and placed in high towers.  Often characters from the Old Testament are found in rose windows.  French rose windows are markedly different from German and English ones in color.  French are dominantly red and blue whereas German and English rose windows are suffused with green and yellow, in addition to blue.
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www.elore.com (October 14, 2004)

Cinquefoils  The cinquefoil is a small five-leaved flower in the rose genus.  It is most often found in high altitude northern regions, and sometimes in high altitude southern regions.  It has a strong resistance to the cold due to the five leaves surrounding the flower which contract when the weather is cold enough to damage the flower.  There are several medicinal values of the cinquefoil; most notable is its extracts ability to stop nose bleeds.  In The Da Vinci Code, Langdon references the cinquefoil as being related to the rose.  www.wssa.net (October 15, 2004)

[image: image4.jpg]Stictiler 2000




Preuves de merite   “Evidence of Merit” This phrase is used to describe the treasure hunts Sophie’s grandfather would make for her.  The understanding is that if you are wise enough to crack the code, you are worthy of obtaining the information.

Thirty-second degree Mason: 

The degrees of Masons are:

4 Secret Master
5 Perfect Master
6 Intimate Secretary
7 Provost and Judge
8 Intendant of the Building
9 Master Elect of Nine
10 Elect of Fifteen
11 Sublime Master Elected
12 Grand Master Architect
13 Master of the Ninth Arch
14 Grand Elect Mason
15 Knight of the East, or Sword
16 Prince of Jerusalem

19 Grand Pontiff


20 Master ad Vitam
21 Patriarch Noachite
22 Prince of Libanus
23 Chief of the Tabernacle
24 Prince of The Tabernacle
25 Knight of the Brazen Serpent
26 Prince of Mercy
27 Commander of the Temple
28 Knight of the Sun
29 Knight of St. Andrew
30 Grand Elect Knight Kadosh
31 Grand Inspector Inquisitor Commander
32 Sublime Prince of The Royal Secret 

The 32nd degree is awarded to a Mason who is victorious in obtaining a strong spirituality through a clear sense of reason and morality.  He is a man who represents the Masonic eagerness to serve humanity and the Masonic cause.

http://www.toledoaasr.com/srdegrees.htm (October 21, 2004)

Bibliotheque Nationale  The Bibliotheque Nationale, or the National Library of France is the nations largest and oldest library.  King Charles V founded it in 1368 when he moved is personal library into the Louvre.  However it was officially formed when Louis XI added his collection.  As the library’s volumes increased it was moved to Amboise and then to Blois.  In 1573 the library received a boost when King Francois I ordered all French painters, authors, and booksellers to deposit into the library one copy of whatever they sold.

Louis XIV also aided greatly in expanding the library.  His statesman, Colbert, moved it to Paris in the precise location it resides its main building resides today.  Colbert and Louis XIV also bought many personal collections to increase the collection of volumes.  However it was not until 1719 that the Bibliotheque nationale earned the prestige it is given today when Abbe Bignon organized every volume and sought to purchase every major European work of literature for the library.

The French Revolution had an extremely positive effect on the Bibliotheque Nationale.  Many elite citizens entrusted their private collections to the Bibliotheque Nationale during this period.  The most notable donations were from Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette.  It is estimated that during the war the Bibliotheque Nationale’s collection increased by at least 250,000 volumes.

In 1848 the Bibliotheque Nationale underwent renovations under Napoleon III which created and equilibrium between the physical appearance of the building and the stature of its volumes.  Expansions continued throughout the 19th and 20th century and included the building of three new annexes in Versailles in 1934, 1954, and 1971.  
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http://www.bnf.fr/ (October 25, 2004)

Les Dossiers Secrets  These papers are mentioned in The Da Vinci Code as the list of the Priory of Sion’s grand masters.  The Dossiers Secrets are a group of documents which were deposited into the Bibliotheque Nationale.  They contain alleged genealogies of the Mergovingian line from 1244 and 1644, the documents allegedly found in the pillar of the Church in Rennes le Chateau by Sauniere, and an alleged list of the Grand Masters of the Priory of Sion including Leonardo Da Vinci, Robert Boyle, Isaac Newton, Victor Hugo, and Jean Cocteau.


These documents aroused much controversy until in 1971 Pierre Plantard confessed to the forgery of these documents.  It is believed he did so in an attempt to claim legitimacy as heir to the French throne.  However, many of the documents are still seen as having historical relevance especially by Brown who does not hesitate to mention many of the men on the list of Grand Masters as being part of the Priory of Sion.

http://www.ordotempli.org/priory_of_sion.htm (October 25, 2004) 

Number 4 lm 249: Dan Brown correctly states that Les Dossiers Secrets are filed under this heading in the Bibliotheque Nationale.

http://bmotta.planetaclix.pt/prieurebnp.html (October 25, 2004)

Botticelli See Chapter 23

Sir Isaac Newton See chapter 23

Victor Hugo  See Chapter19.

Jean Cocteau (1889-1963) Jean Cocteau is one of the least influential men listed in the Dossiers Secrets as grand masters of the Priory of Sion.  Although his work as a filmmaker, playwright and painter gained him much notoriety, his genius falls far short of others included in the Dossiers Secrets such as Da Vinci, Isaac Newton, and Robert Boyle.


Cocteau’s most notable works were his play Theatre Femina, his film Love of  a Poet, and his work on the ballet Parade with Pablo Picasso.  The only potential link between Cocteau’s career and the Priory of Sion is his play The Knights of the Round Table, but otherwise the connection is virtually non-existent.
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