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Pew [Late ME. puwe, pywe, pewe, app. orig. identical in form with OF. puye, puie, poye fem., parapet, balustrade, balcony:[image: image2.png]


L. podia, pl. of podium elevated place, height, also, balcony, parapet, balcony in the Roman theatre where the emperor sat, a. Gr. [image: image3.png]
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base, pedestal, dim. of [image: image9.png]
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- foot. The Lat. sing. podium gave OF. pui, poi, puz, pou, peu height, hill, mount, hillock, mole-hill, mod.F. puy hill, mount. But there are gaps alike in the form-history and sense-history of the word: see Note below.]  A raised standing-place, stall, or desk in a church, to enable a preacher, reader, or other officiant to be seen and heard by the congregation; often with defining word, as minister's pew or praying pew. Oxford English Dictionary Online: http://dictionary.oed.com/entrance.dtl.

Sanctuary [a. OF. sain(c)tuarie, sain(c)tuaire (whence the form SAINTUAIRE), mod.F. sanctuaire (= Pr. sanctuari, Cat. santuari, Sp., Pg., It. santuario), semi-pop. ad. L. sanctu[image: image16.png]


rium, app. irreg. f. sanct-us holy] A building or place set apart for the worship of God or of one or more divinities. Oxford English Dictionary Online: http://dictionary.oed.com/entrance.dtl. In this case Dan Brown is referring to the Church of Saint-Sulpice. 

Roman cross  the principal symbol of the Christian religion, recalling the Crucifixion of Jesus Christ and the redeeming benefits of his Passion and death. Information taken from Britannica encyclopedia online: http://search.eb.com. It is the shape of the small case letter ‘t’ and this is the shape that the Church of Saint-Sulpice takes. 
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Nave [< Italian nave ship, body of a church (c1250), or Spanish nave ship, body of a church (10th cent.; 1575 in spec. sense ‘body of a church’), or their etymon classical Latin n[image: image18.png]


vis (accusative n[image: image19.png]


vem) ship, in post-classical Latin also body of a church (from early 12th cent. in British and continental sources), cognate with Sanskrit nau (accusative n[image: image20.png]


vam), ancient Greek [image: image21.png]
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, Old Irish nau ship, vessel, Old Icelandic nór ship, and the first element of Old English n[image: image25.png]


wend shipmaster, sailor. Cf. NEF n.1]  The main part or body of a church building, intended to accommodate most of the congregation, usually extending from the west door to the chancel and freq. separated from an aisle on each side by pillars. Oxford Dictionary online: http://dictionary.oed.com/entrance.dtl. This refers to the central part of the Church of Saint-Sulpice, the longer corridor.
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Example of a nave, http://www.dur.ac.uk/~dla0www/c_tour/nave.html.

Transept  [First found in 16th c., ad. med. or mod. (Anglo-) L. *transseptum, f. TRANS- + SEPTUM, prop. sæptum hedge, fence, enclosure, f. sæp[image: image27.png]


re to hedge in, fence in, enclose. (Early history and actual origin unascertained.) Hence mod.F. transept (introd. 1828). The Anglo-L. transeptum is often used by Leland, and in one instance Englished as transsept; but the word was rare before 1700.]  The transverse part of a cruciform church considered apart from the nave. Oxford English Dictionary online: http://dictionary.oed.com/entrance.dtl. 

Cupola [a. It. cupola (also cuppola, cuppula in Florio), whence also F. coupole; ad. L. c[image: image28.png]


pula little cask, small vault, dim. of c[image: image29.png]


pa cask, tun: cf. also It. cupo hollow, concave.] A rounded vault or dome forming the roof of any building or part of a building. Oxford English Dictionary  http://dictionary.oed.com/entrance.dtl. In the Church of Saint-Sulpice, it is located at the intersection of the nave and transept. 





http://www.cupola.com/html/bldgstru/cupolas/cuppict1.htm

Gnomon   See Chapter 7.

Pagan   [ad. L. p[image: image31.png]
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n-us, orig. ‘villager, rustic; civilian, non-militant’, opposed to m[image: image33.png]


l[image: image34.png]


s ‘soldier, one of the army’, in Christian L. (Tertullian, Augustine) ‘heathen’ as opposed to Christian or Jewish. The Christians called themselves m[image: image35.png]


lit[image: image36.png]


s ‘enrolled soldiers’ of Christ, members of his militant church, and applied to non-Christians the term applied by soldiers to all who were ‘not enrolled in the army’] One of a nation or community which does not hold the true religion, or does not worship the true God; a heathen. Oxford English Dictionary online: http://dictionary.oed.com/entrance.dtl. 

The Rose Line A strip of brass that segmented the sanctuary on a perfect north-south axis in the church of Saint-Sulpice in Paris, France. An ancient sundial of sorts, a vestige of the pagan temple that had once stood on this very spot. Information taken from The DiVinci Code by Dan Brown. 

Arago plaques An Arago medallion next to la Comédie Française, across from the musée du Louvre. These bronze plaques mark a North–South meridional line, also known as Paris’ “Rose Line”. The Arago line, named after astronomist Dominique François Jean Arago, runs under l’Observatoire de Paris, and dates from the observatory’s construction in 1672. Until 1884, all east/west distances in France were measured from this meridional line. http://www.davidphenry.com/Paris/paris164.htm, http://histoire-du-quartier.chez.tiscali.fr/Page_80x.html
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Obelisk [< classical Latin obeliscus obelisk, in post-classical Latin also a type of diacritical mark (early 5th cent.: see note below) and its etymon ancient Greek [image: image39.png]
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small spit, in Hellenistic Greek also obelisk < [image: image48.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://dictionary.oed.com/graphics/parser/gifs/mb/beta.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image49.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://dictionary.oed.com/graphics/parser/gifs/mb/epsilon.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image50.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://dictionary.oed.com/graphics/parser/gifs/mb/lambda.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image51.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://dictionary.oed.com/graphics/parser/gifs/mb/goacu.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image52.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://dictionary.oed.com/graphics/parser/gifs/mb/fsigma.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image53.png]




 HYPERLINK "http://dictionary.oed.com/cgi/crossref?query_type=word&queryword=Obelisk&first=1&max_to_show=10&single=1&sort_type=alpha&xrefword=obelus&ps=n." \t "_top" OBELUS n. + -[image: image54.png]
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, diminutive suffix. Cf. Middle French, French obélisque (1537; 1520 as obelisce), Italian obelisco (1464), Spanish obelisco (1528). In sense 3 a direct rendering of ancient Greek [image: image59.png]
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a small spit or nail.] A tapering, four-sided, usually monolithic pillar or column of stone with a pyramidal apex, set up as a monument or landmark. Oxford English Dictionary online: http://dictionary.oed.com/entrance.dtl. An obelisk is at the end of the Rose Line where Silas thinks he is going to find the keystone.
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http://www.bigfoto.com/europe/paris/egyptian-obelisk.jpg

Pyramidical Apex The Oxford English Dictionary defines apex as the tip of anything, the top or peak of a mountain, pyramid, or spire; the pointed end of anything pyramidal or spiral, as a shell or leaf. Dan Brown is describing the top of the obelisk as a pyramidical apex, meaning it comes together in the shape of a pyramid.
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Oculus  See Chapter 7.

Solstice [a. OF. solstice (also mod.F.), ad. L. s[image: image70.png]


lstitium SOLSTITIUM.]  One or other of the two times in the year, midway between the two equinoxes, when the sun, having reached the tropical points, is farthest from the equator and appears to stand still, i.e. about 21st June (the summer solstice) and 22nd December (the winter solstice). Oxford English Dictionary online: http://dictionary.oed.com/entrance.dtl. 

Compass Rose The compass rose has appeared on charts and maps since the 1300's when the portolan charts first made their appearance.  The term "rose" comes from the figure's compass points resembling the petals of the well-known flower.

Originally, this device was used to indicate the directions of the winds (and it was then known as a wind rose), but the 32 points of the compass rose come from the directions of the eight major winds, the eight half-winds and the sixteen quarter-winds.

In the Middle Ages, the names of the winds were commonly known throughout the Mediterranean countries as tramontana (N), Greco (NE), levante (E), siroco (SE), ostro (S), libeccio (SW), ponente (W) and maestro (NW).  On portolan charts you can see the initials of these winds labeled around the edge as T, G, L, S, O, L, P, and M.

The 32 points are therefore simple bisections of the directions of the four winds (but the Chinese divided the compass into 12 major directions based on the signs of the Zodiac).  For western apprentice seamen, one of the first things they had to know were

the names of the points.  Naming them all off perfectly was known as "boxing the compass".

There is no absolute standard for drafting a compass rose, and each school of cartographers seems to have developed its own.  In the earliest charts, north is indicated by a spearhead above the letter T (for tramontana).  This symbol evolved into a fleur-de-lys around the time of Columbus, and was first seen on Portuguese maps.  Also in the 14th century, the L (for levante) on the east side of the rose was replaced with a cross, indicating the direction to Paradise (long thought to be in the east), or at least to where

Christ was born (in the Levant).

The colors on the figure are supposedly the result of the need for graphic clarity rather than a mere cartographical whim.  On a rolling ship at night by the light of a flickering lamp, these figures had to be clearly visible.  Therefore the eight principle points of the compass are usually shown on the compass rose in black which stands out easily.  Against this background, the points representing the half-winds are typically colored in blue or green and since the quarter-wind points are the smallest, they are usually colored red.
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http://www.gisnet.com/notebook/comprose.html

Fleur-de-lis The English translation of "fleur-de-lis" (sometimes spelled "fleur-de-lys") is "flower of the lily." This symbol, depicting a stylized lily or lotus flower, has many meanings. Traditionally, it has been used to represent French royalty, and in that sense it is said to signify perfection, light, and life. Legend has it that an angel presented Clovis, the Merovingian king of the Franks, with a golden lily as a symbol of his purification upon his conversion to Christianity. Others claim that Clovis adopted the symbol when waterlilies showed him how to safely cross a river and thus succeed in battle. 
   
In the twelfth century, either King Louis VI or King Louis VII (sources disagree) became the first French monarch to use the fleur-de-lis on his shield. English kings later used the symbol on their coats of arms to emphasize their claims to the throne of France. In the 14th century, the fleur-de-lis was often incorporated into the family insignia that was sewn on the knight's surcoat, which was worn over their coat of mail, thus the term, "coat of arms." The original purpose of identification in battle developed into a system of social status designations after 1483 when King Edmund IV established the Heralds' College to supervise the granting of armor insignia.

· Joan of Arc carried a white banner that showed God blessing the French royal emblem, the fleur-de-lis, when she led French troops to victory over the English in support of the Dauphin, Charles VII, in his quest for the French throne. 

· The Roman Catholic Church ascribed the lily as the special emblem of the Virgin Mary. 

· Due to its three "petals," the fleur-de-lis has also been used to represent the Holy Trinity. 

· Military units, including divisions of the United States Army, have used the symbol's resemblance to a spearhead to identify martial power and strength.
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