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Chapter 21 

Chip Sherwood

Aficionado

Modernist Cubist Movement

Picasso

Les Demoiselles D’Avignon

Salle Des Etats

C’est ennuyeux

Le Louvre, C’est pas chez moi

Brumeux

Sfumato

Cambridge

Aficionado   A devotee of bull-fighting; by extension an ardent follower of any hobby or activity.  Entry printed from Oxford English Dictionary Online © Oxford University Press 2004

modernist Cubist Movement- Cubism was a highly influential visual arts style of the 20th century that was created principally by the artists Pablo Picasso and Georges Braque in Paris between 1907 and 1914. The Cubist style emphasized the flat, two-dimensional surface of the picture plane, rejecting the traditional techniques of perspective, foreshortening, modeling, and chiaroscuro, and refuting time-honored theories that art should imitate nature. Cubist painters were not bound to copying form, texture, color, and space; instead, they presented a new reality in paintings that depicted radically fragmented objects. "Cubism." Encyclopedia Britannica. 2004.  Encyclopedia Britannica Online.  27 Sept. 2004 <http://search.eb.com/eb/article?tocId=9028108>. 
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Daniel-Henry Kahnweiler, by Pablo Picasso

 

Picasso  (October 25, 1881- April 8, 1973)  Pablo Picasso was a Spanish expatriate painter, sculptor, printmaker, ceramicist, and stage designer, one of the greatest and most influential artists of the 20th century and the creator (with Georges Braque) of Cubism.  Pablo Picasso contributed significantly to the development of modern art.

Encyclopedia Britannica. 2004.  Encyclopedia Britannica Online.  26 Sept. 2004 <http://search.eb.com/eb/article?tocId=9108524>. 
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Les Demoiselles d'Avignon A famous painting by Pablo Picasso.  Toward the end of 1906 Picasso began work on a large composition that came to be called Les Demoiselles d'Avignon (1907). His violent treatments of the female body and mask like painting of the faces (influenced by a study of African art) have made this work controversial.  This painting hangs in the Grand Gallery of the Louvre. http://www.english.uwosh.edu/einstein/dems.html
Encyclopedia Britannica. 2004.  Encyclopedia Britannica Online.  26 Sept. 2004 <http://search.eb.com/eb/article?tocId=9108524>. 
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Salle des Etats  The Salle Des Etats is a display room in the Louvre that houses forty two paintings, the most famous of which is The Mona Lisa.  Visit the Louvre official website at http://www.louvre.fr, and take the virtual tour of the room.

C'est ennuyeux  “That’s boring.”

 

Le Louvre, c'est pas chez moi- “The Louvre is not my home.”

 

Brumeux  misty or cloudy.  Sophie uses this work in reference to The Mona Lisa, done in the sfumato style (see below).

 

sfumato  (from Italian sfumare, “to tone down,” or “to evaporate like smoke”), in painting or drawing, term designating fine shading that produces soft, imperceptible transitions between colours and tones. It is used most often in connection with the work of Leonardo da Vinci and his followers, who made subtle gradations, without lines or borders, from light to dark areas; the technique was used for a highly illusionist rendering of facial features and for atmospheric effects.  As stated in the novel, The Mona Lisa is an excellent example of the sfumato style. Encyclopedia Britannica. 2004.  Encyclopedia Britannica Online.  26 Sept. 2004 <http://search.eb.com/eb/article?tocId=9067029>. 
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Cambridge  Cambridge is a suburb of Boston, Massachusetts, and lies directly across the Charles River from the city of Boston.  It is also the home of Harvard University.  Langdon brings up Cambridge as a reference because it is where he lives and works as a professor at Harvard.  He was giving a lecture in Paris when the death of Jacques Sauniere plunged him into his current adventure.

