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Why I study Russian?
Forty years of American Students in the Russia

The first Russian srutnik and the flight of Yuri Gagarin
shocked the Western world, in particularly the United States,
and prompted the question of why Ivan knew more than Johnny
did. Suddenly there was great rush to study Russian in Ameri-
can high schools and colleges. Short-term visits to the Soviet
Union were permitted in the 1960’°s but it was not until 1965
that a large group of over 100 American undergraduate students
was able to study for six weeks in the Soviet Union. The pro
gram moved from Moscow to Leningrad State University in the
summer of 1966; semester study became a reality only in the
fall of 1968. Study m Moscow opened up in the early 1970’
with the programs of ACTR, then Ohio State and Middlebury
College at the Pushkin Institute in Moscow. While other pro-
grams did spring up, opportunities for American undergraduates
to study in the Soviet Union remained limited until the American
College Consortium began a system of true undergraduate stu
dent exchanges in the late 1980’s. The beginning of 1990’s saw
dramatic rise in the number of opportunities, just as the end of the
decade marked a dramatic decrease in interest on the part of
American students for the study of Russian and in Russia.

In a look at the historical development, I will examine the
reasons why Americans study and continue to study Russian in
Russia — reasons that have changed with time, as have Ameri-
can students themselves and their expectations not only of Rus
sian studies but also of education in general. This paper will
also discuss the pedagogical shifts in American and Russian ap
proaches to students of Russian and Russia. Finally, I will touch
on steps necessary so that programs adequately meet the necds
of today’s new students in the twenty first century.
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Poccutickuil ynusepcumem opycovt Hapoo«
kaghedpa unpopmayuonnsix mexnono2uti, Mock:

O HeoOX0IUMOCTH CO3JaHMN FTHOKOH MOIesIu
ofydJeHusi IIf Y42CTHHKOB fA3bIKOBOH CTAKHPOBKH

Sssikosast crakuposka (SIC) — a1o ocobas dopma 00yd
HUA, KOTOpas HMMeeT CBOW, IPUCYIIME WMEHHO 3TOi dop:
obyuenns, 0COOCHHOCTH HCHXONOTO-MEArOTHUECKOro Xapa

vepa. [Io CBOMM OCHOBHBIM XapaKTepUCTHKAM JIaHHBIA TI

obyuenns B GosibHIeH CTENEHM OTHOCHTICA K KPaTKOCPOYHE
dopmam obyueHus.

[enn, KOTOpHIE MPECHENyIOT HMHOCTPAHHBIC yJaliue(
npuesxaomue Ha AC, caMble pasHbie: ¥ COBEPIICHCTBOBAH
HaYaIbHBIX 3HAHUN S3BIKa, [TOJYUEHHBIX BHE A3BIKOBOH CpE
¥ COBEPINEHCTBOBAHIE HABBLIKOB U yMEHMH Ha Gojiee 103/ IH
3Talle N3yYeHUs S3BIKA, M PACIIUPEHUE 3HAHWH KyJIbTYDPOIIOT
YeCKOro xXapakrepa O CTpaHe M3ydaeMoro sA3biKa, U KOPPEKT
POBK& MPOU3HOCUTEIEHBIX HABBIKOB M YMCHU U T.IL

3agada OPraHM3aTopOB M Pa3pabOTUMKOB YUEOHBIX Mal
puanos s yaacTHukop SAC npexae Beero 3aKro9acTes B 10
y1oObl YETKO OIPCASNIATE 1enb 00ydeHus, KOTOPYIO npecie]
o1 yuactamku SAC. Kpyr uHTepecoB ¥ I1eneld HHOCTPAHIY
NPHEKAIOIIAX HA CT@KHPOBKY B CIpaHy HM3y4aeMOoro H3bil
KaK MpaBWjo, HE YKJIAJbIBAETCS B PAMKH TeX Hejed W 3ak
KOTOpPbIE, HAIPUMEp, CTaBAT Hepen co0oH WHOCTPAHHBIC C
JEHTHI, 00yYaroIuecs B paMKax 04HOTro 00YyYCHHS Ha I1OJI01
BUTEJIBHBIX (PAKyIbTeTaX BY30B POCCHH, KaXIpiii U3 KOTOD!
MMEET CBOK ONPEACTICHHYIO NpOodeccHoHaNbHyo Hanpasiie
HOCTB, UTO, COOCTBEHHO, W JMHUKTYET COJEpKaHHE M CIOCO
opraHnzaiun 00y4CHNUA.

Ot uetkoro onpenencuus neneit JC 3aBUCAT W TOBLII
HUE MOTHBAIMH, W YCHCITHOCTh O0yuYeHud, ¥, KaK CIEJICTBI



