The Nature and Origin of Language (RUSS0232=f06) 

Prof. Thomas Beyer
Freeman T-3 M 11:00-12:00; T 12:15-1:15

 My goal in this course is to introduce you to the basic principles and tools needed to study and explore languages and to familiarize you with the history and recent efforts to explain the origin and development of human language, as we know it. The course and your own progress will depend on is how much you already know about language or languages. 

I expect that you will read all the assigned materials, do all the assignments on time and be active participants in class presentations and discussions. All assignments must be completed before the beginning of each class. Copies of your work should also be e-mailed to me before class, and you should bring a hard copy to class with you. 

If you read do the work on time (pop-quizzes should be expected) and participate actively in each class, you can expect a grade of B or better. The "better" depends upon clear demonstration of exceptional effort and care in your work. Each late or incomplete reading assignment is equal to 1/4 of a grade. For each unexcused missed class you will lose 1/2 a grade. 

At the start I have listed a number of assignments on http://the-origin-and-nature-of-language.blogspot.com/. You should consult that site for every class.
Books for course:

The Cambridge Encyclopedia of Language (Paperback) by David Crystal

Publisher: Cambridge University Press; 2 edition (February 13, 1997)

ISBN: 0521559677

The Language Instinct : How the Mind Creates Language (Perennial Classics) (Paperback) by Steven Pinker

Publisher: Harper Perennial Modern Classics; 1st Perenn edition (November 1, 2000)

ISBN: 0060958332

The Power of Babel : A Natural History of Language (Paperback) by John McWhorter "

Publisher: Harper Perennial; Reprint edition (January 2003)

ISBN: 006052085X

The Unfolding of Language: An Evolutionary Tour of Mankind's Greatest Invention by Guy Deutscher

Publisher: Metropolitan Books (June 1, 2005)   ISBN: 0805079076

Assignments
Sept. 12 
Language as a System
Sept. 14 
Linguistics and Philology
Sept. 19 
Phonetics/Phonology 
Sept. 21
Morphology
Sept. 26
Syntax/Grammar
Sept. 28 
Semantics/Meaning
Oct. 3 

The History of Linguistics/Philology
Oct. 5

Historical Linguistics

Oct. 10 
Comparative Linguistics

Oct. 12 
Indo-European

Oct. 19
TBD

Oct. 24 
Amerind
Oct. 26 
Nostratic


Oct. 31
African languages

Nov. 2 

Writing systems

Nov. 7 

Writing systems

Nov. 9

History/Archeology 

Nov. 14 
Psychology
Nov. 16 
Genetics/DNA testing

Nov. 21 
TBD

Nov. 28 
Theories

Nov. 30 
Disputes 
Dec. 5 

Projects
Dec. 7 

Projects
