What kind of?

The best Russian grammar is right here. 

One of the things we like to do is to describe the objects around us for that we use adjectives connected with nouns.

Russian is a highly inflected language - the endings of some words change to indicate their functions in a sentence and the relationships between words. We say that Russian adjectives modify nouns, and that they agree with the noun they modify in gender, number, and case.

We have already learned that nouns have a grammatical gender - masculine, feminine, or neuter - that may be different from the actual physical gender of the word.  

In addition, nouns may be singular or plural (more than one). We have restricted ourselves so far to singular nouns.

Finally nouns have cases - we have already seen the Nominative case, the Accusative case and the Prepositional case. Be sure to review the noun grammar.

Let us examine four adjectives and how they operate in sentences. We will first provide the form of the adjective the way it is found in most Russian dictionaries, by the Nominative case form, masculine and singular.  First read though the examples, and then we’ll explain. The words are

New 

новый
Big

болшой

Good

хороший

Это новый, болшой, хороший телевизор.

Это новая, большая, хорошая квартира.

Это новое, большое, хорошее кафе.

Я люблю новый, большой, хороший телевизор.

Я люблю новую, большую, хорошую квартиру.

Я люблю новое, большое, хорошее кафе.

Он думает о новом, болшом, хорошем телевизоре.

Он думает о новой, большой, хорошей квартире.

Он думает о новом, большом, хорошем кафе

If we put all of these adjectives into a chart, the similarities may become clearer.

Nominative case
	Masculine
	Feminine
	Neuter

	новый 
	новая
	новое

	большой
	большая
	большое

	хориший
	хороший
	хорошее


The basic Nominative case endings are

for masculine  -ый; for feminine –ая; for neuter –ое.

When the ending is accented or stressed, then the masculine form is –ой.

The word хороший and its ending can be predicted by a set of spelling rules that you have learned and should remember.

I call it the eight, seven, five rule.
	8
	7
	5

	я=а, ю=у 
	never ы but и
	o unacccented=e

	г
	г
	

	к
	к
	

	х
	х
	

	ж
	ж
	ж

	ш
	ш
	ш

	щ
	щ
	щ

	ч
	ч
	ч

	ц
	
	ц


According to Russian spelling rules, you cannot write the letters я or а after the eight consonants above. Similarly you cannot write ы after the next seven; instead you must write an и. Finally after the five letters in the last column, where an о might be expected, unless it is accented, it becomes an е.

You know that хороший follows the «7» rule prohibiting the letter ы after ш. Similarly, where большое has an о after ш, it is permitted because the ending is accented.

Whew! Now let's get back to the adjectives.

Accusative case
	Masculine
	Feminine
	Neuter

	новый 
	новую
	новое

	большой
	большую
	большое

	хориший
	хорошую
	хорошее


Prepositional case
	Masculine
	Feminine
	Neuter

	новом 
	новой
	новом

	большом
	большой
	большом

	хоришем
	хорошей
	хорошем


A different overview of the adjectives can be found here at the web site Learning Russian.com.

Let's add a few more words before we begin our descriptions.

Sometimes words are easier to learn in pairs:

большой
маленький


big-small
хороший
плохой


good-bad
новый 

старый


new-old
молодой
старый


young-old
красивый
некрасивый


beautiful/handsome-not

интерсный
неинтерсный


interesting-not
Other adjectives can describe nationalities, for example:  

русский, американский, испанский, канадский, мексиканский, японский, итальянский.

Read through the following passages. Can you translate them?

Я живу в старом, но красивом доме. В комнате у меня есть новый компьютер и хороший маленький телевизор. Я люблю смотреть русскую программу о молодой девушке в интересном американском фильме.

Now you try. Use as many adjectives as you can to combine with the nouns you already know. Here is a  link  to many of them for some good and serious practice.

It's also interesting to see what kind of words are used in a those ads all over the Internet. Can you find any adjectives here? 

	1024 руб.
	[image: image1.png]



	[image: image2.png]



	$390
	[image: image3.png]



	$520

	



	
	
	



	
	




	Яркий и милый букет, украшенный сердечками - Ваше объяснение в любви!
	
	
	Мобильный телефон "Nokia 7210"
	
	Мобильный телефон "Samsung S300" 


The mobile cellphone is easy to identify. What about the bouquet? What kind is it? Don’t be afraid to use your cut and paste techniques along with a dictionary.

Why not go to www.shopping.ru, and click on some links.

Make a list of five to ten of the most popular adjectives.  

Then paste them into a dictionary to come up with English equivalents

Russian word




English translation

____небольшой____
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