What's my life?

Where do I live? What's in my room, apartment, house?

Let's learn how to say: "I have something."

У вас есть квартира?  Да, у меня есть квартира.

The Russian expression really means  

"What is by you?"  and the answer is "By me is an apartment.”
У меня есть комната.  У меня есть дом.

I have a room. 

I have a house.

Что у вас есть в комнате?  What do you have in the room?

У меня есть телефон, телевизор, радио, компьютер, принтер, лампа.
I have a telephone, television, ......

Что ещё?  What else?

Let’s go to our English Russian dictionary to find the words below. Just cut and paste the English words, then cut and paste the Russian words in the spaces besides them: for 

bed


_____ кровать _______

table


_____ стол___________

chair


_____ стул _____________

It’s that simple. Let's see if we can furnish our room from a Moscow store. First we need some furniture items. 

Go to a furniture store. Look at the Russian words, and see if you can identify them-or use your dictionary:  столы, диван, шкафы, стеллажи. 

Now list ten items in English you might want to buy. My own list has a stereo, book shelf, coat hangars, waste basket, a carpet, towels, sheets, blankets, a pillow.  
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Go to www.shopping.ru and take a look at the categories, then go one step further by choosing the audio and video category, or the everyday and office needs, then computers.

	Автомобили и запчасти
57962 предложений
	Аудио и видео
18329 предложений
	Бытовая и офисная техника
23238 предложений

	Игры и мультимедиа
4618 предложений
	Книги
42175 предложений
	Компьютеры и комплектующие
28999 предложений

	Медицина и здоровье
58645 предложений
	Музыка и аппаратура
33614 предложений
	Недвижимость
58272 предложений

	Продукт и напитки
19785 предложений
	Спортивные товары
16971 предложений
	


Here is the listing for the audio products. Can you guess what they are? Try sounding out the words, as well as imagining the possibilities for audio equipment you might purchase here.  Find out what the Магнитолы are, by clicking and visiting the site. Look at it carefully. Since items are listed according to price, you might want to enter a price of between $20-$100. (The rate of exchange was approximately thirty rubles to $1. If you want to type in rubles, be sure to do the math.)  Now you will also want to find a product that has a picture or photo, so that when you click you can find one. My own search revealed an audio cassette player for $29 that could be ordered from a store in Saint Petersburg, complete with address and telephone number. 

Why don’t you try it for the Музыкальные центры? 
Аудиотехника - Акустические системы · Магнитолы · Музыкальные центры · Проигрыватели CD · Радиоприемники·

This. of course. is only the beginning. If you want to do some more shopping, you can visit GUM, the country’s largest department store, located on Red Square. Explore your options and see what sort of items you can purchase there.  Here is a list of major categories to get you started.  Use the icons to help. Try copying and pasting the words into a dictionary. As a last resort, look below.
	

	

























	


The categories are Clothing, Shoes, For the Home, Cosmetics, Watches, Toys, Clothing, Accessories, and Carpets
The Genitive Case
Russian uses the genitive case for having and not having. We already used the Genitive case for several pronouns, when we asked: Do you have? We answered: I have.

The preposition у  requires the genitive case.  Let’s looks at the Genitive case for the pronouns first.

	I
	меня
	we
	нас

	you
	тебя
	you
	вас

	he
	его/ него
	
	

	she
	её/неё
	they
	их/них

	it
	его/него
	
	

	who
	кого
	
	


Note:  The letter н is inserted between the preposition and the actual genitive case form if the pronoun is in the genitive case because of that preposition. 

We also use the genitive case with nouns, for example, when someone has something or if something belongs to or is related to someone.  In English we often this with the preposition “of” or the apostrophe ’s form.  If this is Ivan’s and Masha’s television, we say:

Это телевизор Ивана и  Маши.

To form the genitive case we add a or я to the masculine noun ending in a consonant or replace the neuter ending. For the feminine nouns we change the -а into -ы and replace -я with -и.  

Look at the chart below.

	Иван
	учитель
	озеро
	море
	Анна
	тётя
	Маша

	Ивана
	учителя
	озера
	моря
	Анны
	тёти
	Маши


When the soft sign in masculine noun is the last letter, therefore indicating the consonant before it is soft, then the soft sign disappears when we attach a soft vowel to the stem. 

In the case of Masha, Маша, we must observe the spelling rules of Russian. 

