What I do?

We’ve learned some basic words to say where we work and where we live.  To describe what we do, we’ll need many more verbs-the action words.

Let’s put together a mini list of activities:

I eat breakfast.

Я завтракаю.

I listen to the radio.
Я слушаю радио.

I read.


Я читаю.

I have lunch.

Я обедаю.

I play.


Я играю.

I have dinner.

Я ужинаю.

I relax.


Я отдыхаю.

All of these verbs look very similar because they all belong to the First conjugation - the endings are identical for this group of verbs. 

I read.



Я читаю.

You read. 


Ты читаешь.

She reads. 


Она читает.

He reads. 


Он читает.

We read. 


Мы читаем.

You read.* 


Вы читаете.

They read. 


Они читают.

*Like many languages, Russian has an informal and singular form for “you” that they use when addressing friends, members of the family, children and animals. The plural form is used for more than one person, but is also a sign of respect and therefore used with adult acquaintances, and any one you might just be introduced to.

These pronouns, the personal pronouns, “I, you, he, she, it, we, you, they” simply must be learned.

Here is a quick chart.

	I
	я /YA/

	you
	ты /tY/

	he
	он /On/

	she
	она /anA/

	it
	оно /anO/

	we
	мы /mY/

	you*
	вы /vY/

	they
	они /an’I/


You will notice that the Russian word for “I,” я is not capitalized. It is a capital letter only at the beginning of a sentence. Watch also the pronunciation of the forms for he, she, it, they. Remember that when the letter о is not stressed, it is pronounced as an /a/.

Let's learn the forms for the present tense of these verbs. In the present tense Russian has a singular and plural and it has a so-called first, second and third person. Observe how verb charts often list the forms. Also note that we have included the pronouns for “I,” “you,” “he,” etc. They are not always necessary in Russian since what they tell us, i.e. who is the actor of the verb, can usually be determined from the verb form itself.

	Person
	Singular
	
	Plural
	

	1st 
	I read.

	Я читаю. 
	We read.
	Мы читаем.

	2nd
	You read.
	Ты читаешь.
	You read.
	Вы читаете.

	3rd

	He reads.

She reads. 
	Он читает.

Она читает.
	They read.
	Они читают.


You can ask a question in Russian simply by raising your voice on the word you need to know. So that to ask, “Do you read?” you will need only to say it with a rising intonation at the end of the sentence.

Try it

Ты читаешь? Да, я читаю.

Папа работает? Да, папа работает.

Мама работает? Нет, мама не работает.

Сестра отдыхает? Да, сестра отдыхает.

The verbs you have encountered have a stem that ends in a consonant, in this case –a. The stem i sthat part of a word to which we affix endings or prefixes. Some verbs of the first conjugation have a stem ending in a consonant. The endings are actually the same, but they will appear slightly different and in any case must be learned.  Do you remembеr? 

Я живу? Папа живёт. 

I live.



Я живу.

You live. 


Ты живёшь.

He lives. 


Он живёт.

She lives. 


Она живёт.

We live. 


Мы живём.

You live. 


Вы живёте.

They live. 


Они живут.

The real or basic ending of the present tense of First Conjugation verbs is ёшь, ёт, ём, ёте. But remember this “yo” sound can only be pronounced when it is under stress, i.e\. accented. And in most writing the two dots above the letter are not  present.

Now we can actually say quite a bit, combining the people we know, with what they do or where they live and using the preposition в to locate them either within a city, or in a city, state or country.

We'll need some additional vocabulary, and now is your chance to find it.

Go to www.karta.ru and see if you can find a detailed map of the United States. What greographical names do we have?

List of States and cities: 
По вашему запросу 'США' найдены города (выберите нужный):
  ДАЛЛАС (Dallas)

  БАЛТИМОР (Baltimore)

  ДЖУНО (Juneau)

  ДЖЭКСОНВИЛЛ (Jacksonville)

  ДЕНВЕР (Denver)

  ДЕ-МОЙН (Des Moines)

  ДЕТРОЙТ (Detroit)

  ВАШИНГТОН (Washington)

  ЧАРЛСТОН (Charleston)

  БИЛЛИНГС (Billings)

  БИСМАРК (Bismark)

  АЛЬБУКЕРКЕ (Albukerque)

  АНКОРИДЖ (Anchoridge)

  БОЙСЕ (Boise)

  ГОНОЛУЛУ (Honolulu)

  БОСТОН (Boston)

  АТЛАНТА (Atlanta)

  ДУЛУТ (Duluth)

  БУФФАЛО (Buffalo)

  БЬЮТТ (Biutt)

  РИЧМОНД (Richmond)

  КАНЗАС-СИТИ (Kansas-Citi)

  КАСПЕР (Casper)

  ЛОС-АНДЖЕЛЕС (Los Angeles)

  МАЙАМИ (Miami)

  МЕМФИС (Memphis)

  НАШВИЛЛ (Nashville)

  ОКЛЕНД (Oakland)

  ОКЛАХОМА-СИТИ (Oklahoma-Citi)

  МИННЕАПОЛИС (Minneapolis)

  ПИТТСБУРГ (Pittsburgh)

  ОМАХА (Omaha)

  НОВЫЙ ОРЛЕАН (New Orleans)

  ПОРТЛЕНД (Portland)

  НОРФОЛК (Norfolk)

  ОСТИН (Austin)

  НЬЮ-ЙОРК (New York)

  САВАННА (Savannah)

  САКРАМЕНТО (Sacramento)

  САН-ДИЕГО (San-Diego)

  САН-АНТОНИО (San-Antonio)

  САН-ФРАНЦИСКО (San-Francisco)

  СЕНТ-ЛУИС (Saint Louis)
  СИЭТЛ (Seattle)

  СПОКАН (Spokane)

  ТАМПА (Tampa)

  ФРЕСНО (Fresno)

  ФИЛАДЕЛЬФИЯ (Filadelfiya)

  ФИНИКС (Phoenix)

  ЦИНЦИННАТИ (Cincinnati)

  ФОРТ-УЭРТ (Fort-Worth)
  ТУСОН (Tucson)

  ХЬЮСТОН (Huston)

  ЭЛЬ-ПАСО (El Paso)

Find your state below, and perhaps those states where your friends and relatives reside. No need to memorize the whole list-just the ones that make sense for you. 

USA STATES

НАЗВАНИЯ ШТАТОВ США


Alabama    Алабама    Ala.
Arizona    Аризона    Ariz.
Arkansas    Арканзас    Ark.
California    Калифорния    Calif.
Colorado    Колорадо    Colo.
Connecticut    Коннектикут    Conn.
Delaware    Делавэр    Del.
District of Columbia     Округ Колумбия     D.C.
Florida    Флорида    Fla.
Georgia    Джорджия    Ga. (или Geo.)(или Георгия)
Illinois    Иллинойс    Ill.
Indiana    Индиана    Ind.
Kansas    Канзас    Kans.
Kentucky    Кентукки    Ky.
Louisiana    Луизиана    La.
Maryland    Мэриленд    Md.
Massachusetts    Массачусетс    Mass.
Michigan    Мичиган    Mich.
Minnesota    Миннесота    Minn.

Mississippi    Миссисипи    Miss.
Missouri    Миссури    Mo.
Montana    Монтана    Mont.
Nebraska    Небраска    Nebr.
Nevada    Невада    Nev.
New Hampshire    Нью-Гемпшир    N.H.
New Jersey    Нью-Джерси    N.J.
New Mexico    Нью-Мексико    N.Mex.
New York    Нью-Йорк    N.Y.
North Carolina    Северная Каролина      N.C.
North Dakota    Северная Дакота    N.D. (или N.Dak.)
Oklahoma    Оклахома    Okla.
Oregon    Орегон    Oreg.
Pennsylvania    Пенсильвания   Pa. 

Rhode Island    Род-Айленд    R.I.
South Carolina    Южная Каролина    S.C.
South Dakota    Южная Дакота    S.D. (или S.Dak.)
Tennessee    Теннесси    Tenn.
Texas Техас Tx. 
Vermont    Вермонт    Vt.
Virginia    Виргиния     Va.
Washington    Вашингтон    Wash.
Wisconsin    Висконсин    Wis.
Wyoming    Вайоминг    Wyo.

We can now create a small narrative about ourselves and our families using the words we have just learned. One little Russian word meaning to be «at home» might also come in handy: дома.


Я живу и работаю в Вермонте. Я завтракаю дома, работаю в университете, читаю лекции там (there) и обедаю там.  Ужинаю я дома и отдыхаю. 

 Мама и папа живут в Нью Йорке и во Флориде. Они не работают. Мама играет в гольф. 

Брат живёт в Калифорнии. Он бизнесмен и завтракает дома, но слушает радио и работает в офисе. Там он и обедаюет.  Он ужинает дома, но не отдыьает.

Сестра работает и живёт в Виргинии. Она играет в теннис и в волейбол.

You get the idea. Let's learn more about you and your circle of family and friends. The Russian word for friend is друг for a male, and females talking about another female friend use  подруга.

Doing Something

Often when we perform an action, that action has an object. For example, we can read a book or newspaper, watch television, listen to a radio program or a lecture, etc.  These objects of the activity are the grammatical direct objects for the verbs. In Russian we will need to identify direct objects by using the Accusative case of the noun.

You have already effortlessly acquired the Nominative case of nouns and the Prepositional case. The Accusative case has different endings according to the gender of the noun-most often identified by the ending of the noun.

Let’s review some of what we have seen.

Russian nouns can end in consonant letter. These are normally masculine: парк, Лондон, брат, муж, сын, курс, балет, телевизор. 

(When we say a noun ends in a consonant we are referring to the Nominative case form, the form listed in dictionaries as primary.)

Russian nouns can also end in –о or –е. These nouns are neuter:

озеро, окно, стерео, радио.

Russian nouns that end in –а or –я are said to be femininе: дочка, музыка, группа, опера, мама, лекция, армия, организация.

A much smaller class of nouns ends in the nominative case in the soft sign, -ь. These can be either masculine or feminine and you will have to learn that fact.

Note that we are referring to “grammatical” gender. A concert or ballet is not genetically masculine, but grammatically they both are.  

Now back to saying how we can listen to or read something.  When I listen to or read something in Russian, this action has a direct object, i.e. something or someone upon what or whom the action is carried out. This is indicated in Russian by the Accusative case.


Я слушаю концерт. Мама слушает музыку. Папа читает газету.


Иван слушает стерео и радио.


Note that the endings for the Accusative case of masculine nouns (inanimate ones) and neuter nouns stay the same. For feminine nouns the –а ending is replaced by -у. If it is an –я it is replaced by –ю. 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Nominative
	концерт
	музыка
	песня
	биология
	озеро
	море

	Accusative
	концерт
	музыку
	песню
	биологию
	озеро
	море


We will discuss animate Russian masculine nouns later. But for now we can expand upon our conversation dramatically, because the Russian phrase to take a college course is to “listen to mathematics, literature, etc.”

Now think of all you can say. Let's add a few words that most of you should recognize:

биология, экономика, политика, физика, математика, литература, музыка, английский язык (language), русский язык, французский язык, химия.  
Use a dictionary if you must to identify the courses you are taking this semester. Type in the courses you are taking, but remember to keep it clear and simple. 

Which courses are you taking this semester? Какие курсы вы слушаете в этот семестр?

Я слушаю ___________________,  ________________________,

___________________________ и _____________________________.

Now let’s look at the course of study in the Biology department of Moscow University. Don’t try to read everything, but see what courses you can find according to the “specializations.” The categories along the top are for Anthropology, Zoology, etc.  Down the left hand side you’ll see what subjects must be taken. So if you want to specialize in Anthropology you will need, for example, 1-3 semesters of a foreign language, one semester of mathematics, two semesters of Mathematical methods in biology, one or two semesters of physics, etc.  Copy out the words that are most relevant to your own studies. Having problems? Cut and paste into a dictionary and translate the words you need to know.   

Учебные планы биологического факультета МГУ по специальностям 



В таблице указаны дисциплины и курсы, на которых их проходят. Если дисциплина изучается не в течение всего курса, в скобках указан семестр (1 - осенний, 2 - весенний). 
	Отделение 
	зоолого-ботаническое (второе) 
	физиолого-биохимическое (первое)
	био- физики

	Специальности
	Антро- поло- гия 
	Зоо- логия 
	Бота- ника
	Физио- логия 
	Гене- тика 
	Био- химия 
	Микро- биоло-гия 
	Био- физика 

	Иностранный язык
	1-3 
	1-3 
	1-3
	1-3 
	1-3 
	1-3 
	1-3 
	1-3 

	Математика
	1 
	1 
	1 
	1 
	1 
	1 
	1 
	1-2 

	Математические методы в биологии 
	2 
	2 
	2 
	2 
	2 
	2 
	2 
	2 

	Физика
	1(2)-2(1) 
	1(2)-2(1) 
	1(2)-2(1) 
	1(2)-2(1) 
	1(2)-2(1) 
	21(2)-2(1) 
	1(2)-2(1) 
	1(2)-2(1) 

	Аналитическая химия
	-- 
	-- 
	-- 
	1(2) 
	1(2) 
	1(2) 
	1(2) 
	1(2) 

	Физическая химия
	2(1) 
	2(1) 
	2(1) 
	2 
	2 
	2 
	2 
	2 

	Органическая химия
	1(2)-2(1) 
	1(2)-2(1) 
	1(2)-2(1) 
	2 
	2 
	2 
	2 
	2 

	Ботаника
	1-2 
	1-2 
	1-2 
	1 
	1 
	1 
	1 
	1 

	Зоология
	1-2(1) 
	1-2(1) 
	1-2(1) 
	1 
	1 
	1 
	1 
	1 

	Антропология
	1(2) 
	1(2) 
	1(2) 
	2(1) 
	2(1) 
	2(1) 
	2(1) 
	2(1) 

	Эмбриология
	3(1) 
	3(1) 
	-- 
	2(2) 
	2(2) 
	2(2) 
	2(2) 
	2(2) 

	Генетика
	2(2) 
	2(2) 
	2(2) 
	3(1) 
	2(2) 
	3(1) 
	3(1) 
	3(1) 

	Биохимия
	2(2) 
	2(2) 
	2(2) 
	3 
	3 
	3 
	3 
	3 

	Микробиология
	3(2) 
	3(2) 
	3(2) 
	3(1) 
	3(1) 
	3 
	3 
	3(1) 

	Вирусология
	3(2) 
	3(2) 
	3(2) 
	3(2) 
	3(2) 
	3(2) 
	3(2) 
	3(2) 

	Биофизика
	3(1) 
	3(1) 
	3(1) 
	3(2) 
	3(2) 
	3(2) 
	3(2) 
	3(2) 

	Молекулярная биология
	3(1) 
	3(1) 
	3(1) 
	4 
	4 
	4 
	4 
	4 

	Теория эволюции
	3(2) 
	3(2) 
	3(2) 
	3(2) 
	3(2) 
	3(2) 
	3(2) 
	3(2) 

	Экология
	3(1) 
	3(1) 
	3(1) 
	2(1) 
	2(1) 
	2(1) 
	2(1) 
	2(1) 

	Историческая геология
	1(2) 
	1(2) 
	1(2) 
	-- 
	-- 
	-- 
	-- 
	-- 

	Физическое воспитание
	1-2 
	1-2 
	1-2 
	1-2 
	1-2 
	1-2 
	1-2 
	1-2 

	Основы микробиологии
	1(1) 
	1(1) 
	1(1) 
	1(1) 
	1(1) 
	1(1) 
	1(1) 
	1(1)


Tired of studying,
let's listen to some music. 
 You can check out the latest in Russian rock by going to a Russian music store here in America.   

Let's take a look at some of these groups and their songs. You can also use the internet to find the words to the Russian songs that appeal to you.

What kind of music do you listen to?  Какую музыку вы слушаете?

Я слушаю поп-музыку.

Вера слушает рок-музыку.

Брат слушает хип-хоп.

Папа слушает классическую музыку.

Я слушаю группу «Тату».   

Я слушаю песню (the song)  «Ты, только ты». (You, only you). 

Поп
Рок
Шансон
Барды
Сборники
Ретро
Фольклор
Рэп / Хип-хоп
Интернешнл
Киномузыка
Классическая музыка
Музыка эмиграции
Инструментальная
Grammar summary
What have we learned about Russian grammar? Keep in mind there is and must always be a reason for a noun case or verb form. So first you have to know the reason, and then you must be able to provide the correct form.

Verbs
We have already learned the Present Tense of the First Conjugation Verbs where the stem ends in a vowel or in a consonant. Let's review

Я
работаю

живу


в Москве.

Ты
работаешь

живёшь

в Москве. 

Она
работает

живёт


в Москве.

Он
работает

живёт


в Москве.

Мы
работаем

живём


в Москве.

Вы
работаете

живёте

в Москве.

Они
работают

живут


в Москве.

Note, that the choice between the е and the letter ё is dictated solely on the basis of where the stress falls. If the stress is on the ending, then you must use ё . 

Make up a verb card for every verb you have learned so far. On a three by five index card list the forms this way.

Завтракать
To eat breakfast

Я завтракаю.






Мы завтракаем.

Ты завтракаешь.





Вы завтракаете. 

Он, она завтракает.





Они завтракают. 

Nouns
As for the nouns, we have learned that nouns have a grammatical gender: masculine, neuter or feminine. We have already seen three cases. The Nominative case or the naming case is the dictionary form and also used as the subject in the sentence. It is marked by a consonant ending, an ending in -о or –е, or –а and –я, The Prepositional case ending occurs only after a preposition. The ending for most nouns is –е, which is added to the consonant of masculine nouns, or replaces the –о,-е, а, -я of neuter and feminine nouns. If a noun ends in –и after removing a final vowel, then we add –и. This works for nouns like  армия, здание.  Finally we have learned the Accusative case, used for direct objects. For masculine nouns that are inanimate, and for neuter nouns, the endings of the accusative case are identical to those of the Nominative case.  For feminine nouns, the –а is replaced with –у, and the –я  is replaced with –ю.

Look at the simplified table below.

	Nominative
	концерт
	музей
	озеро
	море
	здание
	музыка
	песня
	армия

	Prepositional
	концерте
	музее
	озере
	море
	здание
	музыке
	песне
	армии

	Accusative
	концерт
	музей
	озеро
	море
	здание
	музыку
	песню
	армию


A few notes оn the grammar to date, that may not be so obvious.

Russian does not need a verb “to be” (am, is, are) in the present tense to connect two nouns, or a pronoun and a noun. In writing we often use a long dash to indicate the absence of the forms for “to be.”

I am a professor.


Я — профессор.

Mama is a ballerina.


Мама — балерина.

Some things that are logically masculine look like and behave like feminine nouns.  Vanya, a boy, in Russian “Ваня,” and papa in Russian “папа,” will have an Accusative case like any other feminine noun.

Брат и сестра слушают маму и папу.

When we replace a normal feminine noun with a pronoun она, it is used for things actually feminine and a feminine noun like опера. 

Что это?  Это опера. Где она? В театре.

Кто это? Это папа. Где он. В парке.

Need a job?

Take a look at the job listings below and write out which jobs you might apply for. Note the difference in salaries (provided in dollars) between foreign firms, major Russian corporations, and local businesses in the town of Nizhny Novgorod. 

	Название позиции, $
	филиалы иностранных компаний, $
	Филиалы российских компаний, $
	Крупные нижегородские компании, $ 

	Глава компании/
филиала
	1500-2500 
	800-2500
	До 1500

	Директор по продажам
	1000-1500
	500-1500
	До 1000

	Региональный менеджер 
	1000-2000
	800-1300
	-

	Директор по маркетингу
	1500
	1000
	500-1000

	Директор по персоналу 
	800-1500
	500-1000
	От 300

	Финансовый директор
	1500-2000
	1000-1500
	До 1000

	Главный бухгалтер
	1000-1200
	1000-1200
	500-800

	Технический директор
	600-1500
	400-1000
	От 300

	Администра-
тивный директор
	600-1000
	600-1000
	От 300


