Russian 0101-w08


The course has two major goals, first to continue upon your language skills, your ability to speak, understand, read and write contemporary Russian, and second to give you the briefest overview of some things that most Russians know and could reasonable expect someone speaking Russian to know. To accomplish those two goals, the course has four components: practical language work in class and regular assignments, a required attempt to use Russian at the Russian table lunches at least once a week, a series of lectures/conversations about things Russian, a set f readings that include short pieces designed to acquaint you with some giants of Russian literature, and a reading of one gigantic novel worth your effort, either War and Peace or The Brothers Karamazov.

Everyone is expected to be working toward a grade of "A" in this course. It is earned by coming to every class and assigned luncheon, doing the assignments on time and in exemplary fashion, and by finishing the novel selected. (Having read one of them before does not count–choose the other and start afresh).

First the language assignments:

Jan 3  Review Steps 1-6

Jan 4 Review Lessons 1 and 2

Jan 7  Review Lesson 3 and 4

Jan 8  5.0.  Before class Read Grammar 5A. Write cards for 5 0

Jan 9 5 A 1-4. Before class write our cards for all words in 5 A.

Jan 10  5 A. 5-8, Fortochka 5.1

After class Write HW 5 A.

Jan 14 5B. 1-3  Fortochka 5-2. Before class write out all words for 5B.

Jan 15  5 B. 4-6

After class Write HW 5 B

Jan 16 5 V. 1-2, Listen to 5 V 1. Read Grammar 5 V.

Before class write out all words from 5 V.

Jan 17 5 V. 3-4.

Jan 21 5 V. 5-6

Jan 22 5 V. 7-8, 

After class write HW 5 V. 

Jan 23 5 G, Fortochka 5.3-4. Before class write cards for all words in 5.D.

Jan 24 5 D 1-3, Fortochka 5.5-7

Jan 28  5 D 4-5, Fortochka 5.8-9

Jan 29 Review

Jan 30
Exam

Literature Assignments

The stories are contained in the file I have sent you. (You should begin reading the novel immediately!!!!!!). 

For every short story that you read, you should fill out a short summary of no more than twenty five words that answers the questions: Who, What, Where, When, How and Why? In addition for one selection from each day's assignment you should pose a question about the text that you attempt to answer in one hundred words or less. (That's 125 words!). 

Print out your assignment, place it in your binder, and bring it to class. Send a security copy via e-mail directly to me.

For Jan. 4
Read Pushkin, "Queen of Spades" 

Jan. 7
Read Gogol's, "Cloak" 

Jan. 8
Read Turgenev, "District Doctor"

Jan. 9
Read Dosotevsky "The Christmas Tree.

Jan. 10
Read Tolstoi, "God Sees the Truth"

Jan. 14
Read Garshin, "The Signal"

Jan. 15
Chekhov, "The Bet" and "Vanka"

 

Lectures/Conversations
In addition to your language and literature time, we will try to cover several themes related to Russian culture broadly defined. There are literally libraries of information on these topics available to you in English and Russian, at your fingertips. I suggest using the Internet and search engines to visit and READ at least two or three sites a day in English ) or your native language) as well as Russian to follow up on topics discussed in class.

The schedule may vary, but for the moment here is a rough outline of topics.

Jan 3  
The Grammar of Russian

Jan 4 
History of the Russian language

Jan 7  
Russia 860-1703

Jan 8  
St Petersburg 1703-1917

Jan 9 
Moscow 1917-1990

Jan 10  Russia since 1990 

Jan 14 Russian literature to 1880.

Jan 15  Russian literature 1880- today

Jan 16 What Russians know and how they act.

Jan 17 Russian things

Jan 21 Russian life today

Jan 22 Russian politics

Jan 23 Russian Culture (high brow culture)

Jan 24 
Russian Pop culture

Jan 28  The Accursed questions, and the answers of Dostoevsky and Tolstoi

Jan 29 Unanswered questions

Jan 30
Exam (includes an essay on your novel). 

