Historical Context

In the year 1759, after several years of embarrassing losses to a signifi-
cantly smaller French army, the British finally got their act together in New
England. That July, General Amherst (the first competent general assigned to
the region) captured two key French outposts, Fort Carillon, now known as
Ticonderoga, and Fort St. Frederic, the key to trade on Lake Champlain (Hill,
1995; Starbuck, 1999).

The physical structure of Fort St. Frederic was lost in the battle, so Gen-
eral Amherst ordered the construction of a new, larger fort nearby that
became known as the Crown Point Fort. To ensure adequate supplies for the
building and future support of the fort, he ordered a road built through what
1s now Vermont to Fort Number Four in Charlestown, New Hampshire,
which was at the time the northernmost fort in the Connecticut River Valley
(Crown Point Road Association, 1999).
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Figure 1. Crown Point, New York. The original French fortification (K) was built
in 1731 and destroyed in 1759 when French soldiers, facing a British army far
larger than their own, set fire to their munitions and blew it up (Coolidge, 1985).
Crown Point Fort (A) was built by the British to replace the French fort and
secure their hold on the region.

Building the Crown Point Road

Building a road through Vermont in 1759 was no mean feat; much of the
primeval forest remained intact, and there were large rivers to ford and
swamps to pass through or avoid. Captain Stark of Roger’s Rangers was sent
to survey the route, and 1n September of 1759 he and 250 men began con-
struction on the road (Squires, 1959). They arrived at their destination 1n Oc-
tober very low on provisions and morale. Given that they had arrived at their
destination in so short a time under such conditions, it is likely that much of
the road was little more than a blazed trail.

In the spring of 1760, construction began anew on the Crown Point Road.
General Amherst ordered Colonel Goffe of the New Hampshire militia and
800 of his men to complete the road from the East (Squires, 1959). They set
out from Fort Number Four 1in June, and over the course of the next several
weeks Goffe struggled to keep his men from deserting in the face of hard
labor with little to no food (Jones, 2001). They succeeded in completing the
road, however, and by late July, there were men, supply wagons, and cattle
passing over the road. The first of these reached the Crown Point Fort on July
31st, and the first non-aquatic highway in the region was finally complete.
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Figure 5. This 1860 map of Vermont traces the path of the Crown Point Road 100
years after it was completed by Colonel Goffe and his men. The detail with which
the route 1s recorded suggests that even a century later, large portions of the road

may have still been intact (or only recently lost to development or abandonment).
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Long-Term Impacts of the Road

The Crown Point Road played a significant role in shaping history and the land-
scape itself while it lasted. In the 1760 campaign by the British, the road allowed for
the crucial passage of colonial troops carrying supplies, munitions, and livestock to
support the Crown Point Fort (Crown Point Road Association, 1999). After the war,
it served as a gateway for settlers looking for a fresh start; by providing direct acess
to areas far from the major waterways in the region, the road opened up entirely new
areas of the state to settlement. Today, much of the Crown Point Road has been
abandoned and reclaimed by the forest that recolonized the state after the sheep
craze; however, a few stretches remaining as hiking trails. Some of it continued to
be used as road (a significant chunk of the road became part of Route 7), while other
parts have been bulldozed to make room for expanding development. But its legacy
lives on, a road fundamentally shaped by the geology of the region that in turn dra-
matically altered the natural and human landscape for decades to come.
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