Mead Chapel, Middlebury College
Saturday June 19, 2010, 2 PM

George Matthew Jr., Carillonneur

CARILLON 500!

A Celebration of the 500th Anniversary of the world’s first carillons; observed today throughout Belgium, the Netherlands and Germany

Automatic clock chimes, operated from a mechanism resembling a giant music box, were common in the 15th century. In 1510, keyboards were first applied to sets of bells in Oudenaarde, Belgium, and Lübeck, Germany. Accordingly, the program opens with a work by Lübeck’s great composer, Dietrich Buxtehude.

Next are three works written specifically for the occasion, (they will be heard from nearly 400 towers in Europe).  All are based on traditional folksongs of these countries, used widely as clockchime motifs to this day.

Third, exuberant fantasies on Flemish folksongs: “Pierlala!” by Luc Rombouts, carillonneur of Leuven, Belgium, depicting a “Kermis” or country fair, and “As the Great Bell Swings”, also a clockchime motif, by Willem Vogel.

Finally, seven pieces exploring the possible future of carillon music.

Program
1. Ciacona






Dietrich Buxtehude

1.








(1637 – 1707)

2. Fanfare 500






Marcel Siebers, 2010









(b. 1955)

3. Bell Canto






Geert D’ Hollander, 2010









(b. 1965)


A Ravelian waltz in rondo form incorporating the clockchimes tunes “Now must the carillon play”, “As the Great Bell swings”, “The Bells of Haarlem” and “The Carillon of Dunkirk”.

4. Fantasie de 500





Francis Crepin, 2010

5. Pierlala!






Luc Rombouts, 1987









(b. 1962)

6. Fantasia: As the Great Bell swings



Willem Vogel, 1959









b. 1920
7. Luxus Splendidus per Campanae



Luda Hulshagen, 1986

    (“Splendid Delight for the Bells”)

8. In the Sunshine





Lisang Wang, 1957
2.









(b. 1933)

9. Alapana Prelude in Roopavarti Raga


George Matthew Jr., 1999









(b. 1935)

10. Geomparale: Fantasia on a Rumanian folksong

Paul Takahashi, 2004









(b. 1967)

11. Prelude for Carillon




Myron Roberts, 1964









(1908 – 2004)

12. Kalamationes: Fantasia on a Greek folksong

Chris Bos, 1967









(1920 – 1996)

Transcriptions:

1. Transcribed from the organ work by the performer

2. Transcribed from the piano work by the performer

