St. Stephen’s Church, Cohasset, MA
Carillon Recital

6 PM Sunday August 9, 2009

George Matthew Jr., guest carillonneur

I.
Offertoire sur les Grands Jeux


Francois Couperin

*








(1668 – 1753)

II.
Fantasy of the Scottish Isles



Clifford Ball









(1899 – 1986)

III.
Reflections: Four pieces for carillon


John D. Gordon



The Carillon; Prelude to a Poem

(1915 – 1991)



Winter Afternoon



Elegy



Sonne les Cloches dans mon Coeur
IV.
Rondo Festivo





Geert D’Hollander









(b. 1965)

V.
Fantasia on a Chinese Folksong


Adrian Tien



Forest Stream




(b. 1972)

VI.
Red Peppers Rag




Imogene Giles


*








(1877 – 1964)

Transcriptions:
* George Matthew Jr.


Program Notes
Reflections: Four Pieces for Carillon

The Carillon. Prelude to a Poem
Hope Hewitt’s poem, used with its author’s kind permission, first appeared in the Canberra Times in August 1983. The opening bars gradually ascend from the deepest note to the highest in the Canberra carillon. 
Winter Afternoon started off as an improvisation in Canberra on a still grey day – the carillon tower in its grey landscape of lake, trees, parks and distant mountains, a vast area with not a soul in sight.

Elegy was written in memory of Marjorie Oaks, whose long and unique association with the War Memorial Carillon at the University of Sydney occupied much of her life, although her home was in distant Lismore. A passing reference to Anthony Holborne’s “Last Will and Testament” acknowledges another area of her practical musical interests. 

Sonne les Cloches has three related themes, of which the first, somewhat chime-like, grows from the opening bars of a traditional French church melody, while the second is a chime designed for the four porcelain bells given me by Annick van der Valk. (The French title in its final form also came from Annick.) The third theme brings together some melodic snippets heard earlier. All three, with the porcelain-bell theme now last, float away in the coda. 
The initial stimulus was a line from a Galsworthy poem – “The clocks are chiming in my heart.”

John G. Gordon.

*************************************

John Douglas Gordon (born 1915 – 1991), MA, DipEd, LRSM, DSCM, began his association with the Carillon as an Honorary Carillonist in 1932. In 1944 he was appointed as the first University Carillonist, a post which he until his death. He was also a Carillonist at Canberra.
The Carillon. Prelude to a Poem.

Envy the carillon.




From its first roots

deep in the lake in the lake it knows

where it is going. It stands apart,

more seen than heard, ignores

the running commentary of reeds,

bridges and trees, preoccupied foreshores,

feather-brained fountain and the plain

statement of public buildings. It disdains

the sibling towers and spires which need

rampart and flying buttress. It withdraws

from pencil cypress, poplar and pine, at ease

only in pairs, lines, spinneys; and from

flowers

delphinium and hollyhock which mount

best from herbaceous border with a wall

behind. Its disciplined reflections rarely

waver; they soar this morning straight

lake-bed to belfry, whence they fling

their call across the city with so much

to think of.




Happy single-minded thing.






HOPE HEWITT

George Matthew Jr. is Director of Music of First United Methodist Church of Burlington, Vermont and has been Carillonneur of Middlebury College and Norwich University since 1986. He served as Carillonneur of First Presbyterian Church of Stamford, CT from 1968 to 1998. In 1990 he made the USA presentation at the Congress of the World Carillon Federation in Zutphen, Netherlands. He has made 12 carillon concert tours of Europe and 30 of the USA, and in 2004 was the first American to play carillon in Russia at the new St. Petersburg carillon. 
This program is dedicated to the memory of Sue Magassy, Canberra Carillonist.

