St. Stephen’s on the Green, Middlebury, VT
12:15 pm, Thursday March 2, 2017
Lenten Organ Recital

George Matthew Jr., organist


I. Carnival							Peter Illytch Tchaikovsky
(1840-1893)

II. Prelude on “Seelenbrautigam”				Robert Elmore
(1913-1985)

III. African Prayer “K’A Mura”					Fela Sowande
(1905-1987)

IV. Choral Paraphrase: Attende Domine				Jeanne Demessieux
(1921-1968)

V. Prelude and Fugue in c minor				J. S. Bach
(1685-1750)


Notes:

1. “Carnival” was originally derived from the Latin “carne” equal meat and “val” short for “vale” equals farewell; thus, “farewell to meat” the beginning of Lent. This piece is from Tchaikovsky’s suite “The Seasons”, a set of 12 pieces one for each month, this one for February.

2. Robert Elmore, born in Ramapatnam, India to missionary parents, was a great concert organist, conductor of the Chicago Pops and composer most notably of brilliant organ works. This work however, is an intense and stormy essay on the tune, “Seelenbrautigam” (literally, spiritual bridegroom). Two sets of words are found in American hymnals: 

Round me falls the night			Jesus lead Thou on
Savior be my light				Till our rest is won
Through the hours in darkness shrouded	And although the way be cheerless
Let me see Thy face unclouded			We will follow calm and fearless
In this heart of mine.				Guide us by Thy hand to our Fatherland.

3. Fela Sowande was born and studied first in Nigeria under Ekundayo Phillips, who is considered the father of the Lagos organ school. Subsequently, he was active as an organist, conductor and composer in London and in 1961 conducted the NY Philharmonic in a program of his own works. He remained in the USA, passing away in Ohio.

“K’A Mura Egbo, onigbagbo,  o, K’a mura K’a le pad l’oke”
“Let us prepare, ye band of Christians to meet above.”

4. Jeanne Demessieux, born in Montpellier, studied at the Paris Conservatory, winning first prizes in harmony, counterpoint and piano. Considered Dupre’s most brilliant pupil, she served as organist of the Madelaine (Montmarte) and made many international organ tours. 

Attende Domine, et miserere qui a peccavimus tibi.
Ad Te Rex summe, amnium redemptory, oculos nostros sublevamos flentes; 
exaudi, Christi, supplicantum precces.

		Hear O Lord, and have misery as we have sinned before You.
		To You the highest King, redeemer of all, we lift our weeping eyes.
		Hear our prayers of supplication, O Christ.

5. “The Great c minor” Prelude and Fugue of Bach, which Albert Schweitzer describes as a “symphonic piece” and which was one of his first recordings, concludes this program on a note of majesty.
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