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I. Prelude & Fugue in E flat


Alexander Fyodorovitch Goedicke

(1877 – 1957)

II. Passacaglia “The Circle”


Michael Leonidovitch Starakadomsky

(1901 – 1954)

III. Trio Sonata #2




Oleg Yakovlevitch Nirenburg

Largo




(1938 – 1993)

Marciale e poco pesanto

Rondo

IV. Five Contrasts




Edgar Alexandrovitch Arro

Largo Recitando



(1911 – 1978)

Allegro assai

Lento

Presto

Allegro

V. The Restless Harpy



Valeri Grigorievitch Kitke

(from Orpheus and Euridice suite)
(born 1941)

VI. Twelve Glimpses of Seville Cathedral
Vladimir Vladimirovitch Ryabov

12 Chorale Variations for Organ

(born 1950)

Alexander Fyodorovich Goedicke

Alexander Fyodorovich Goedicke, a composer, organist and pianist, was born in Moscow in 1877. His father was an organist in the French church of St. Louis in Moscow. He graduated from Moscow Conservatory in 1898 where he studied the piano with Pavel Pabst and Vasily Safonov and composition with Anton Arensky and Nikolay Ladukhin. From 1909 until his death in 1957 he taught at the Conservatory, first the piano and later chamber music performance, and from 1922 he was Head of the Organ Class.

He wrote four operas, three symphonies, and other compositions for orchestra, concertos, chamber music, pieces for piano, and vocal music.

Mikhail Leonidovitch Starokadomsky

Mikhail Leonidovitch Starokadomsky was born in 1901 in Brest-Litovsk and died in 1954 in Moscow. He graduated at the Moscow Conservatory in 1926, where he had studied in the organ class under Alexander Goedicke, and completed the composition class there under Nicolai Miaskovsky in 1928. He gave performances of organ music and taught special instrumentation at the Moscow Conservatory from 1946 to 1954.

He wrote an opera, light operas, an oratorio, a symphony, a violin concerto, marches for brass-band, and chamber music. For the organ he wrote a concerto with string orchestra and the Passacaglia.
Oleg Yankolevich Nirenburg

The composer Oleg Yankolevich Nirenburg was born in Sevastopol in 1938. Both of his parents were teachers, and he spent his school years with them in central Asia (USSR). From 1955 he attended the Tchaikovsky Music College in Yekaterinburg (Sverdlovsk), after which time his life was closely linked with the Ural region. From 1960 to 1966 he studied composition at the Musorgsky Conservatory in Sverdlovsk.

Nirenburg wrote a large number of works for orchestra and chorus and also produced chamber and piano music. His music reveals a keen interest in folk music as a never-ending wellspring of inspiration. He wrote several organ fantasies based on folk songs, generally Russian in origin but also from other cultures. These works are characterized by a confluence of folk-like melody and rigorous counterpoint, a confluence unique to the Russian classical school of Glinka, Taneyev and others.

Edgar Alexandrovich Arro

Edgar Alexandrovich Arro was born in 1911 in Reval (Tallinn). He graduated in 1935 from the organ class under August Topman and in 1939 from the composition class under Artur Kapp at the Tallinn Conservatory. He wrote a musical comedy (together with Leo Normet), a cantata, a symphonic overture, pieces for piano, for violin and for cello, choral compositions, and songs. His organ compositions include a sonata (1938), preludes and suites.

Valeri Grigorievitch Kikta

Valeri Grigorievitch Kikta was born in 1941 near Donetsk. He graduated from the Moscow Conservatory in 1965, where he studied composition under Tikhon Khrennikov. In 1967 he completed a post-graduate course under the same master. He wrote a symphony, three one-act ballet, the cantata Sergei Laso, a piano concerto, three piano sonatas, a concerto for oboe and string orchestra, a vocal cycle Complaint about the Lost Heart for tenor, bass flute and string orchestra, and an orchestral concerto of Ukrainian Melodies.
Vladimir Vladimirovich Ryabov

Vladimir Vladimirovich Ryabov was born in Chelyabinsk in 1950.  He studied piano and composition at the Moscow Conservatory but was expelled twice for nonconformist attitudes.  In 1977 he graduated as a composer (from the composition class of Professor Aram Khachaturyan) from the Gnessin Musical Pedagogical Institute (now the Russian Gnessin's Academy of music), in 1977-78 he taught composition in the St Petersburg (Leningrad) and Yekaterinburg (Sverdlovsk) Conservatories.  In 1979 he graduated from the St Petersburg (Leningrad) Conservatory with a PhD.  Since then Ryabov has performed widely as a concert pianist and has made recordings in Russia and abroad

.

His principal compositions are four symphonies, Concerto of Waltzes, Christmas Star for full orchestra, Serenade and Songs without Words for string orchestra, five string quartets, 20 instrumental chamber sonatas, suites and variations, choral, sacred, and piano music, compositions for children, music for films and plays.

