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FACT:

Tom Beyer

The Priory of Sion 

Opus Dei

The Priory of Sion – a European secret society founded in 1099 – is a real organization.

Much of the novel will revolve around the Priory of Sion.  Without spoiling the novel at theis point, suffice it to say there was a historical Order of Sion. (Order de Sion). The priory of Sion (Prieure du Sion) is attested to in the 1950’s.

http://www.fiu.edu/~mizrachs/poseur3.html
In 1975 Paris’s Bibliotheque Nationale discovered parchments known as Les Dossiers Secret,…In fact, the documents it is now generally held were deposited there in the 1950’s but came to the attention of the English speaking world only in the late 1970s. See http://www.ordotempli.org/priory%5Fof%5Fsion.htm
The Vatican prelature known as Opus Dei is a deeply devout Catholic sect…..  “Opus Dei is a personal Prelature of the Catholic Church that helps ordinary lay people seek holiness in and through their everyday activities, especially through work. 

 It was founded in 1928 by a 26-year-old Catholic priest, Josemaria Escriva, who died in 1975, and was canonized by Pope John Paul II on October 6, 2002.” www.opusdei.org. It is not what most people would define as a sect.

Opus Dei has just completed construction of a $47 million World Headquarters at 243 Lexington Avenue in New York City. 
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http://www.maypinska.com/pages/projects/buildbodylex.htm

“All descriptions of artwork, architecture, documents, and secret rituals in this novel are accurate.” This statement, more than anything else, has enhanced the success of the novel b y implying that what is to follow is based on “FACT.” In fact, Brown in an interview on the novel has been much more restrictive in his determination and differentiation between fact and fiction.

“HOW MUCH OF THIS NOVEL IS TRUE?

The Da Vinci Code is a novel and therefore a work of fiction. While the book's characters and their actions are obviously not real, the artwork, architecture, documents, and secret rituals depicted in this novel all exist (for example, Leonardo Da Vinci's paintings, the Gnostic Gospels, Hieros Gamos, etc.). These real elements are interpreted and debated by fictional characters. While it is my belief that some of the theories discussed by these characters may have merit, each individual reader must explore these characters' viewpoints and come to his or her own interpretations. My hope in writing this novel was that the story would serve as a catalyst and a springboard for people to discuss the important topics of faith, religion, and history.

 BUT DOESN'T THE NOVEL'S "FACT" PAGE CLAIM THAT EVERY SINGLE WORD IN THIS NOVEL IS HISTORICAL FACT?

 If you read the "FACT" page, you will see it clearly states that the documents, rituals, organization, artwork, and architecture in the novel all exist. The "FACT" page makes no statement whatsoever about any of the ancient theories discussed by fictional characters. Interpreting those ideas is left to the reader.”

http://www.danbrown.com/novels/davinci_code/faqs.html
Brown is less than “accurate” in his own interview. It is not the existence of the Priory of Sion or of Opus Dei, or of any of the other theories and ideas offered to the reader, but the novel says “All descriptions …. in this novel are accurate.”

We, as do the author and his novel, leave to the reader the final word. Yet, there was from the beginning a serious attempt to amuse, engage and mislead or misdirect readers. There is a web based contest (http://www.randomhouse.com/doubleday/davinci/), with secret messages and clues concealed on the original paper book cover and at least two fictitious web sites masquerading as fact: www.robertlangdon.com-http://www.randomhouse.com/doubleday/davinci/robertlangdon/ and the Depository Bank of Zurich at http://www.randomhouse.com/cgi-bin/robertlangdon/dbz.cgi/.

