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Introduction

In his novel, The Da Vinci Code, Dan Brown suggests that modern Freemasonry descended from the remnants of the Knights Templar of the 14th century. Although this is not yet accepted as fact, research indicates that there is very persuasive evidence to support this theory. Even some Masons believe this may be the case. What happened to the Knights Templar after October 13th, 1307? When and why did the Freemasons develop into a secret society? Is it possible that there is a connection between the two? The Order of the Knights Templar may have survived in the form of the Freemasons, perhaps passing along some of their important secrets so that they might be remembered and guarded. 
A Brief Overview of the History of the Knights Templar

Historically, the Knights Templar were among the crusaders who fought the Muslims in Jerusalem, clad in their famous white surcoats emblazoned with a red cross. Though their power became immense over the next one hundred years, they began humbly. In 1118, just after the First Crusade, nine French knights took vows of chastity and poverty and took up residence in the Temple of Solomon in Jerusalem, proclaiming themselves the Poor Knights of Christ and the Temple of Solomon, whose purpose it was to protect Christians in the Holy Land from Muslim attacks. In 1128, the Templars were officially recognized as a both a religious and military order at the Council of Troyes.
 The order was opened up to new members and its numbers quickly swelled, rising to a peak of 20,000 men partly due to propaganda written by St. Bernard of Clairvaux.
 In 1296, however, the last crusaders were driven out of Jerusalem by the Egyptians and the Templars were forced to retreat to the island of Cyprus.


By this time, despite the vows of poverty of the individual knights, the order as a whole had amassed a great deal of wealth, both in treasure and in land in Western Europe, the Mediterranean and Jerusalem.
 This was partly due to the fact that all new members were required to give up their property for the good of the order and also because of donations made by many European kings.
 The Templars were very financially savvy. Many historians, Lynn Picknett and Clive Prince among them in their book, The Templar Revelation (p. 98), even claim that they invented the modern banking system.


It was partly this wealth that led to their downfall. King Phillip IV of France, known as “Phillip the Fair,” owed the Templars a lot of money. He also feared the enormous power of the Templars at their height. They swore allegiance to no king but God, making them a constant worry for the rulers of the day. Phillip was in a position to benefit greatly from destroying the Templars. He could not condemn them himself because they were under the Pope’s authority, but he held a great deal of sway over the new pope, Clement V, so he convinced Clement to work with him to bring the Templars down.  

In 1307, the Templars were summoned to France to “plan a new crusade,” or so they were told. Sealed orders were given to French officials throughout the country, to be opened on Friday, October 13th. When the orders were opened, all of the Templars in France were arrested on accusations of heresy, immorality, homosexuality, worship of demons and of a severed head and other offenses. They were tortured until they either confessed to these sins, or, if they refused to confess, were executed. In 1314, the last Grand Master, Jacques de Molay, was slowly burned to death on the Isle de la Cité in Paris (interestingly, as he was dying, he called out a curse upon Phillip and Clement, both of whom died mysteriously within the year). Clement also issued a command that all the Templars in Europe be arrested, but nowhere else were the arrests as large-scale or as violent as in France. Edward II, king of England from 1307 to 1327, did not believe the Templars were guilty and refused to arrest them for three months until the Pope dispatched his own torture specialists to begin the process. By that time, the English Templars had been given plenty of warning and managed to conceal themselves and go underground.
 In Germany, Templar Master Hugo of Gumbach marched into a council fully armed with twenty veteran knights and announced that the Templars were innocent, the Pope was wrong and should be deposed, and he and his men were willing to engage in a trial by combat against the men of the council to prove it. Naturally, the council was unwilling to fight the imposing warriors, and the matter was dropped.
 In some areas, the Templars were given trials and found innocent. In short, even though many Templars lost their lives and the order was officially disbanded by Pope Clement V in 1312, many Templars escaped and lived on, joining other existing groups such as the Teutonic knights, reforming under a different name such as the Knights of Christ in Portugal, or disappearing into the underground as they did in Scotland.

The Society of Freemasons

The Free and Accepted Masons, as they are called today, claim to be descended from the medieval stonemasons who built the cathedrals in Europe. Being part of the guild meant that the Masons were free men, able to move from place to place at will, rather than being tied down to the land like most laborers in the feudal system.
 Out of this guild came the fraternal group. The first mention of Freemasonry as a fraternal brotherhood is in a 14th Century poem known as the Regius Manuscript.
 The first Grand Lodge was founded in 1717. They are the largest (known) secret society in the world.

There are a remarkable amount of similarities between the Freemasons and the Knights Templar. John J. Robinson, author of Born in Blood- The Lost Secrets of Freemasonry, argues very persuasively that the original purpose of Freemasonry was “to protect men at odds with church and state,” at first the Knights Templar and then others as the church made more and more enemies during the 14th through 18th centuries. By the 17th century, many of the men fleeing the wrath of the church were scientists, one of the most famous of whom was Galileo. In Britain, scientists could meet in secret and discuss their findings in the secrecy of “lodges” or “invisible colleges” that began in 1645. In 1662, these “colleges” became the Royal Society of London for the Improvement of Natural Knowledge. When Freemasonry came out of the shadows and announced its existence in 1717, it became apparent that almost all of the original members of the Royal Society had secretly been Freemasons. The founder of the Royal Society, Sir Christopher Wren, was himself a Freemason. After the Fire of London in 1666, Wren built 51 churches to replace those that had been destroyed. A painting in Wren’s last work, the Naval Hospital of Greenwich, shows a cherub holding a compass and a square (two of the symbols of Masonry) and the pope’s tiara lying on the ground.


Robinson argues that if the Freemasons really began as simple stonemasons, some of their mysterious customs are hard to justify. At initiation, the prospective Mason is not allowed to have any metal with him. In the middle ages, this meant no weapons, armor or money. He is bound with a rope and not allowed to see the faces of the other members until after he is initiated. He is told he will be defended by his brothers (Masons refer to each other as “brother”) and that he, in turn, must defend his brothers if there is ever a need. He will never betray any of his brothers’ secrets if it might mean that the brother could lose his life or property. If he breaks any of these oaths, he invites horrible punishments down upon himself. Robinson suggests that these aspects of the initiation all point to a society of fugitives who have come together to aid each other in dangerous times rather than simple stonemasons. It would be very important to conceal the identities of the members until the new member had sworn his oaths because if any member betrayed the others it could mean death. This would not have been a risk if the Freemasons were simply a society of stonemasons.
 However, other medieval guilds were also characterized both by secrecy and by the goal of helping other members in times of need. The 14th century bylaws of a merchant’s guild in Southampton state, “And when the gild shall be sitting no one of the gild is to bring in any stranger, except when required by the alderman or steward.”
 Although it is not likely that this guild guarded any kind of dangerous secret, they still did not want outsiders witnessing their meetings. The bylaws also say, “If any gildsman falls into poverty and has not the wherewithal to live, and is not able to work or to provide for himself, he shall have one mark from the gild to relieve his condition-when the gild shall sit.”
 At a time when towns and cities were growing and people were looking for smaller communities with which to associate, the brotherhood of a guild was one popular solution to the problem. 


If the Masons did exist earlier than they claim to, they would surely have been at odds with the church. The society is open to men of every religion as long as they believe in a Supreme Being. There is no specific way in which they must worship this Supreme Being. They believe that the way to get to heaven is by being a good and charitable person, in contrast to the church, which claims the only way to salvation is through the church and belief in Christ. There is no mention in Masonry of the devil. Any moral failures, they believe, are a person’s own fault and cannot be blamed on being manipulated by some evil power. Because of disagreement with Catholic doctrine, the church has always taken a negative view of Freemasonry. To this day, the National Christian Association accuses Freemasons of organizing political assassinations, supporting sexual immorality and other sins.
 Papal bull Humanum Genus, 1884, accused the Masons of supporting various ideas that are supposedly part of the kingdom of Satan, such as religious freedom, the separation of church and state, education of children outside of the church, and believing that people have a right to govern themselves “according to the new principles of liberty.”
 Indeed, the Old Charges of Freemasonry, ancient rules by which Masons abide, suggest that men of different religions were welcomed together at a time when this would have been a crime. One of the Old Charges commands a Mason that if a brother comes to him, he must give the brother work for two weeks, then give him money and direct him to the next lodge. Robinson claims that this “work” was allegorical, meaning lodging and a place to hide.
 This, along with money and directions to another safe place, is exactly what a fugitive would have needed.

Connections Between the Two Orders

Even if the Masons did not begin the way they officially claim they began, this does not by itself point to a link between them and the surviving Knights Templar. There is a period of 400 years between the official dissolving of the Templars and the official birth of the Masons. Robinson offers many arguments, most of which are inconclusive when considered alone, but combined, they make a strong case. One of these arguments is that the roots for many important Masonic words can only be found in the French spoken during the 14th century, not in English. The Tyler, the man who stands outside the lodge room with a drawn sword to guard the door, might come from the French tailleur- “one who cuts.” He protects against eavesdroppers and cowans, or masons not yet skilled enough to be admitted into the Freemason guild. The French word couenne meant ignoramus, which could easily have been used to describe the uninitiated. A third example is that due-guard, a gesture that identifies a Mason seeking protection, could come from the French gest du garde, a “protective gesture.” Robinson even goes so far as to suggest that the title “Freemason” may have come out of frère mason, frère being French for “brother.” But despite the fact that medieval guilds of stonemasons in England and Scotland would not have spoken French and that was the language of The Knights Templar,
 this argument does little more than point out that the traditional story of Masonic history is improbable. 


Robinson’s examination of clothing reveals more convincing connections. The Knights Templar were required to wear a sheepskin around their waste at all times as a reminder of their vow of chastity. They were encouraged not to remove it even to bath. To this day, Masons wear an apron, originally made of lambskin, which is said to be a “badge of innocence and purity.” Modern Freemasonry states that the tradition of the apron came from the aprons of medieval stonemasons, but, according to Robinson, there is no historical evidence to suggest that stonemasons actually wore aprons. They were certainly not required to be innocent and pure. It is more probable that the original “innocence and purity” of these aprons had to do with chastity.
 


Robinson goes on to draw more parallels between the orders. One of the most intriguing mysteries of the Templar suppression is the fact that, during the arrests, a fleet of almost fifty ships simply disappeared from the records, along with a great deal of the Templar wealth. I will address more theories regarding this missing fleet later, but one widely held belief is that some Templars took to the sea as “pirates and corsairs.”
 The ceremonial aprons worn by one of the degrees of the York Rite of Freemasonry feature a black triangle with a skull and crossbones, the traditional flag of pirates.
 In higher level initiation ceremonies for some branches of Freemasonry, part of the ritual informs the initiate that he will become “a brother to pirates and corsairs.” No basis has been found for this part of the ritual, except that anyone who joined the fraternity of undercover Knights Templar would become a brother to those of them that became pirates.


The banner of the Knights Templar, called the Beau Séant, was a black square above a white rectangle. Robinson suggests that this symbol, repeated over and over again, would form the checkerboard floor characteristic of Masonic lodges.
 This argument is not convincing, since the blocks were not necessarily either shaped like squares or the same size. Repeated over and over again, it would not form a checkerboard at all, since the checkerboard pattern relies on the equal size and square shape of the two colors. Another unconvincing parallel that Robinson suggests is that part of the ritual of the Templars was similar to the Masonic ritual of circumnambulation, walking in a circle around the open bible.
 Many of the Templar churches were round (although not the Temple of Solomon), so when the Templars walked in a procession around the inside of the church, they were walking in a circle around the bible. Robinson admits, however, that this procession around the inside of the church was performed by all Catholics in the Middle Ages. It was not unique to the Templars, and they only proceeded in a circle because, in a round church, they had no other way in which to proceed.


One of Robinson’s most convincing points is that the Seal of Solomon, another Templar symbol, bears a remarkable resemblance to the modern emblem of the Freemasons. The Seal is a six pointed star formed by two triangles, one upside down and interwoven with the other. He argues that, after the suppression of the Templars in 1307-1312, they were forced to alter their symbols to protect themselves but were capable of retaining and passing on a symbol that would suggest the original to those who could notice the similarity. By removing the horizontal bars of the triangles, one is left with two overlapping angles. It takes only a little stretch of the imagination to see these as a square and a compass, overlapping in exactly the same way as they do in the modern Masonic emblem. To support this argument, Robinson quotes the Masons themselves, who call Masonry “a science of morality, veiled in allegory and illustrated by symbols.”
 Their very emblem might be an allegory for one of the symbols of the Templars. [image: image1.png]





One problem with this theory is that a square is, by definition, a right angle, but none of the angles in the Seal of Solomon are right angles. In order for the downward-pointing triangle in the Seal of Solomon to become the square of the Masonic emblem, its lowest angle would have had to go from 60˚ degrees to 90˚, a drastic change considering the fundamental quality of a square is the fact that it measures exactly 90˚.
How could the Templars have become the Freemasons?


The theory of the Templar/Freemason connection is not a new one. Andrew Michael Ramsay, born in 1686 in Ayres Scotland, was the first to suggest this idea. Ramsay was not only a Freemason but the Grand Chancellor of the Grand Lodge of Paris. The following excerpt is from a 1737 speech to the Grand Loge Provinciale D’Angleterre (the Provincial Grand Lodge of England).


"In the time of the Holy Wars in Palestine, many princes, nobles, and citizens associated themselves together and entered into vows to reestablish Christian Temples in the Holy Land, and encourage themselves by an oath to employ their talents and their fortunes in restoring architecture to its primitive condition. They adopted signs and symbolic words, derived from religion, by which they might distinguish themselves from the infidels and might recognize each other in the midst of the Saracens."

Ramsay made no mention of the Knights Templar in particular, but he introduced the idea that the Masons had originated in Jerusalem during the crusades. This concept was expanded by German Baron Karl Von Hundt in 1754. It was he who first proposed that the missing Templar fleet that had escaped from the port of La Rochelle, France during the suppression, sailed to Scotland and went into hiding, developing the system of passwords to protect each other from further persecution by the Church. They eventually decided it was safe to announce their existence in 1717, when they founded their first Masonic Grand Lodge in England. Von Hundt founded his own Rite of Strict Observance based on this theory, and many Masonic Templar groups came into existence because of it, treating the two orders as the same. On October 9th, 1881, The Washington Post printed a headline that read “Masons in Mourning: Action of the Knights Templar on Mr. Garfield’s Death.”
 On October 18th, 1911, the Post reported that at a ceremony for laying the cornerstone of a new Scottish Rite Temple in Washington, D.C., the Grand Master of the Scottish Rite in Maryland would be escorted by “Beauseant Commandery, Knights Templars.”
 The branch of Freemasonry for boys, founded in 1919, is called DeMolay, named after the last Grand Master of the Templars. There are also groups of Knights Templar today who claim no connection to the Freemasons, such as The Order of the Temple of Jerusalem and the Industrial Temple Grand Priory of the Knights Templar in England and Wales.

These organizations can proclaim their existence now because they will no longer be persecuted, but that was not the case in the aftermath of the events of October 13th, 1307. Von Hundt’s theory has been carefully researched and more details have been added to the story. According to transcripts of the Templar trials, fifty galleys sailed from La Rochelle under cover of darkness.
 Researchers Michael Baigent and Richard Leigh, authors of Holy Blood, Holy Grail and The Temple and The Lodge, argue that the fleet went first down the coast of Portugal where many knights joined the new order called the Knights of Christ. Those who remained then sailed up the Western coast of Ireland, stopping at Templar properties in Donegal and Ulster. They then went to Scotland to look for sanctuary in the Scottish Templar bases of Kilmary, Kilmartin and Castle Sweet.
 There were already Templars in Scotland and England at the time, but many more fled to Scotland from England in the three months between the arrests in France and the arrival of the Pope’s inquisitors in England.
 Certain areas of Scotland were safe for the Templars because those areas were under the control of Robert the Bruce (1274-1329). Robert had declared himself King of the Scots in 1306 and was at war with England over this claim. He had also been excommunicated by the Pope in 1306. He was sympathetic to the Knights Templar, so they were able to quietly remain in Scotland under his reign. They did not resurface until their possible appearance at the Battle of Bannockburn on June 24th, 1324.
 In this decisive conflict, Robert the Bruce and between 5000 and 10,000 Scots faced an army of about 23,000 Englishmen, including highly effective heavy cavalry. Through Bruce’s brilliant use of the marshy terrain and due to a surprise charge from the Scottish ranks, the English were soundly defeated. This charge remains mysterious. The Encyclopedia Britannica states that “The defeated English army was finally put to flight by a charge of about 2,000 Scots—whether light armed troops or camp followers is uncertain—who swept down from Gillies Hill, which overlooked the battlefield to the west. The subsequent slaughter was immense.”
 It is unlikely that 2000 lightly armed Scottish peasants could have intimidated and driven away the vast, well-trained English army, so many believe that this charge was in fact made by the veteran Templars, who were well-known to have been the elite special forces, the “Green Berets” of medieval Europe and certainly would have inspired fear in the unsuspecting English King Edward II and his men.
 According to Dr. Tim Wallace-Murphy, coauthor of Rosslyn: Guardian of Secrets of the Holy Grail, and several other books on the mysteries of the Knights Templar, not a single Templar was killed in this battle.
 This story may be simply local legend, but it cannot be denied that there is a mystery surrounding the battle, and the presence of the exiled Knights Templar is a possible explanation.  
In 1378, John Wycliffe, an English priest, began to speak out against the Church, an action considered by many to be the beginning of the Protestant Reformation. In particular he attacked the sacrament of the Eucharist, or transubstantiation. He attracted many followers who came to be called the Lollards. Although the Lollards began peacefully, they may have been behind the Peasant’s Revolt of 1381, and after Wycliffe’s death, Sir John Oldcastle led them in an unsuccessful uprising in 1414. When this uprising was defeated, the Lollards were forced to go underground just like the Templars.
 Almost nothing is known about their secret cells or how they operated, but it is possible that their similarity to the Freemasons or the fugitive Templars is no coincidence. Robinson argues that it is unlikely that two different large, underground groups of people who held beliefs that were deemed heretical by the Church and who protected themselves with passwords and a system of mutual protection for members would have existed in Britain at the same time. He implies that the Masons may have been connected with the Lollards, a point made more convincing by his argument that the Templars were the mysterious, unidentified group responsible for the Peasant’s Revolt of 1381 that targeted the Church and the Knights Hospitallers, two of the main enemies of the Knights Templar, and went out of its way to spare former Templar buildings.
 

The Masons did not run out of new recruits during their years underground because the church drove plenty of people into hiding. As discussed above, many of the people fleeing persecution were scientists who had discovered secrets that they could not share with the world for fear of the Church’s retribution. Modern Masons believe they are descended from the men who built the cathedrals of Europe, who had to know the scientific secrets of geometry in order to build cathedrals for the Church.
 This idea is not mutually exclusive with the Templar theory. The secret of sacred geometry is often linked with the Templars. It is the knowledge used by the Egyptians to build the pyramids and by the still mysterious creators of Stonehenge to complete that unexplained task. It was also used in the building of the Temple of Solomon. More than just practical, sacred geometry is a way of appreciating the universe that predates Christianity. Even if they did not know the secret of sacred geometry since the time they lived in the Temple of Solomon as some suggest,
 as time went on, the exiled Templars realized that at least some of their fellow “heretics” knew the secret, and it became their primary focus as they became the Freemasons. The “G” in the Masonic emblem stands for “geometry.” Robinson suggests that it was added around the time Sir Christopher Wren was rebuilding the churches in London in the mid-to- late 17th century.
 

The nature of the secret that the Templars are said to have guarded varies from theory to theory. Author David Hatcher Childess argues that they had knowledge dating back to the legendary lost continent of Atlantis,
 which could simply mean that the people of Atlantis knew the secret of sacred geometry. William Mann, author of The Knights Templar in the New World, says in an article for Templar History Magazine, “there is no doubt whatsoever that the Knights Templar possessed the Holy Grail,”
 but then goes on to say that the grail is the knowledge of sacred geometry possessed by, among others, the Celtic druids. The grail theory has a great deal of support, though the nature of the grail varies. The theory published by Baigent and Leigh in their book, Holy Blood, Holy Grail and made popular by Brown’s The Da Vinci Code is that the grail was actually Mary Magdalene. They argue that not only was she married to Jesus but she bore him children, a secret that would be very dangerous to the foundations of the Catholic Church if true. 

Whatever the nature of the grail, another popular theory is that one of the descendants of the underground Templars, a man named Prince Henry Sinclair (1345-1400),
 took the grail and sailed from the Shetland Islands on April 1st, 1397, arriving in Nova Scotia a few months later. Christopher Columbus did not make the voyage to the America’s until 1492, almost one hundred years later. As the story goes, he was looking for a place to hide the grail and whatever was left of the Templar treasure. He is said to have buried the grail on Oak Island, Nova Scotia. Evidence to support the theory of Sinclair’s voyage includes a 14th century cannon that was discovered in Louisbourg, Nova Scotia, and accurate maps of the Nova Scotia region drawn by Sinclair’s admiral, Carlo Zeno.
 There are now monuments in Nova Scotia commemorating the expedition, largely thanks to the efforts of the Clan Sinclair Society of Nova Scotia and the Prince Henry Sinclair Society of North America, who are trying to have history officially rewritten so that the Sinclair expedition will be widely accepted as historical fact.
 

In modern Masonry, there is no mention of the Holy Grail. Religion, along with politics, is a forbidden subject because it can cause dissent among the brothers, who come from various religions and political parties.
 

Soon after the Freemasons admitted their existence publicly with the founding of the first Grand Lodge in 1717, they became the targets of much suspicion. Because they were so secretive, people feared their power, just as they had the Templars. Many of the men driving the American Revolution were Masons, including Paul Revere, George Washington, Marquis de Lafayette, Benjamin Franklin and Thomas Jefferson. The Boston Tea Party of 1773 was a Masonic event, and most of the meetings that were necessary in the early stages of the rebellion were held in Masonic lodges. 
 It was necessary to maintain a Masonic level of secrecy in order that the colonists would not be discovered by the British and hanged as traitors. Later famous Masons included Theodore Roosevelt, Harry Truman, Gerald Ford, Walt Disney, John Wayne, and Douglas MacArthur.
 

In modern times, Masons have lost some of their secrecy. Most of the rituals and passwords can be found on the internet and Masons themselves make little effort to keep information from leaking to the public. This has been partly to assuage the suspicions of the public about Masonic goals. The Christian Science Monitor reported on March 25th, 1949, that Kenneth A. Martin, grand commander of Guard Commandery of Knights Templar in Massachusetts and Rhode Island, spoke to a gathering of Templars and urged them as Masons to be less secretive about their purpose. “Our notion is that we should advertise our objectives- let people know what the Masonic Orders stand for- let them know the character of the men who are proud to be called Masons.”

The purpose of Freemasonry today is primarily to be charitable to both the organization and community. Masons in the United States alone donate five to six million dollars each day to charities. This money does not come from any lost Templar treasure but from the work of the members in hosting community meals and other fund-raising events. The Drug Abuse Resistance Education (DARE) program in the State of New Hampshire is entirely funded by Freemasons. When asked about whether or not he believed a powerful Templar secret such as the Holy Grail could still be guarded somewhere within the Freemasons today, Master Mason Russell Vaiden, Past District Deputy Grand Master for the 7th Masonic District of New Hampshire, wrote:
“I believe that the purpose of the fraternity has mutated to that of service, morality, charity...  If indeed the Templars brought a great secret to France and Scotland... I sincerely believe that it has been lost in the shuffle of time.  I do not think that there is any single branch of the present day Masons that have managed to pass such secrets without leaking.  If the Illuminati stories are true, perhaps (it is true).  If such a super secret group exists, then it is plausible, but I don't think it probable.”

Conclusion

There is strong evidence to support the theory that the Knights Templar of the 12th-14th centuries did not cease to exist when Pope Clement V dissolved their order in 1312, and that a group of them went into hiding in Britain and became the Society of Free and Accepted Masons that still exists today. As yet, this is not accepted as historical fact, and it is possible that it will never be proven. It is also likely that it will never be disproved, since it is always possible that there exists an inner circle of Masons, known only to each other, who know the secret of their lineage and who know the powerful secrets of the Knights Templar. One is left to weigh the evidence and come to a personal conclusion. Modern Masons generally accept the story of the Scottish Templars as true,
 but that does not necessarily make it true. The question of a Mason/Templar link is one that will continue to be argued about by historians, mystery-lovers and conspiracy theorists alike until further evidence in found.
Bibliography

Robinson, John J. Born in Blood- The Lost Secrets of Freemasonry. M. Evans and Company, 1989

Picket, Lynn and Prince, Clive. The Templar Revelation. Touchstone. 1998

Eble, Betsy Friedman, Depth and Details. 2004.

Encyclopædia Britannica. 2004.  Encyclopædia Britannica Online. 
20 Oct. 2004 <http://search.eb.com/eb/article?tocId=9035303
The Skeptic’s Dictionary, © 1994-2004 Robert T. Carroll. http://skepdic.com/freemasons.html, Nov 1st, 2004

http://www.templarhistory.com/masonic.html
Article © Stephen Dafoe & Dagobert's Revenge Magazine
Scottish Rite Freemasonry Home Page, http://www.supremecouncil.org/new/home.asp, Nov 1st, 2004

Website of the Rosslyn Templars. http://www.rosslyntemplars.org.uk/index.htm, Nov 1st, 2004
MASONS IN MOURNING.; ACTION OF THE KNIGHTS TEMPLAR ON MR GARFIELD DEATH.   The Washington Post 1877. Oct 9, 1881.

Templar Commander Urges Light Shed on Freemasonry By Leon V. Stone Staff Writer of The Christian Science Monitor. Christian Science Monitor (1908-Current file). Boston, Mass.: Mar 25, 1949

MASONIC EVENT ARRANGED.; Scottish Rite Temple Cornerstone Laying Program Ready. 
The Washington Post (1877-1954). Washington, D.C.: Oct 4, 1911.

 “LLC Peasant's Revolt, 1381
A contemporary account of the meeting between Richard II and Wat Tyler, the leader of the Peasant's Revolt.” ©1999 Britannia.com http://www.britannia.com/history/docs/peasant.html, Oct 25th, 2004

Dame Stella Bernardi DGCTJ http://templars.org.uk/
 “The Search for the Holy Grail in Nova Scotia” SBB, November, 1999 http://www.tartans.com/articles/holygrail.html, Oct 26th, 2004
BW, December 1999 http://www.tartans.com/articles/famscots/sinclairh.html, Oct 26th, 2004

 http://www.geocities.com/eurasia_uk/templars2.html, Oct 26th, 2004, THE AMAZING KNIGHTS TEMPLAR by David Hatcher Childress: Part Two This article is extracted from the Introduction to the recently reprinted 1852 book The History of the Knights Templar, by Charles G. Addison. 

Telephone interview with Russell Vaiden, Past District Deputy Grand Master for the 7th Masonic District of New Hampshire, 10/26/04, 8:00 PM  

http://www.mastermason.com/jjcrowder/reguis/reguis.htm, Oct 27th, 2004. The Regius Manuscript

E-mail from Russell Vaiden, Past District Deputy Grand Master for the 7th Masonic District of New Hampshire to Jordan Tirrell-Wysocki, 2:22 PM Oct 27th, 2004.
Prince Henry Sinclair Society of North America, http://sinclair.quarterman.org/sinclair/phssna.html, Nov 6, 2004.

Medieval Sourcebook, (c)Paul Halsall Jan 1996, http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/guild-sthhmptn.html, Nov 7th, 2004. 

� Picket, Lynn and Prince, Clive. The Templar Revelation. Touchstone. 1998. p.97


� "Templar." Encyclopædia Britannica. 2004.  Encyclopædia Britannica Online. �20 Oct. 2004 <� HYPERLINK "http://search.eb.com/eb/article?tocId=9071638" �http://search.eb.com/eb/article?tocId=9071638�>.


� Robinson, John J. Born in Blood- The Lost Secrets of Freemasonry. M. Evans and Company, 1989 p. xiv


� "Templar." Encyclopædia Britannica. 2004.  Encyclopædia Britannica Online. �20 Oct. 2004 <� HYPERLINK "http://search.eb.com/eb/article?tocId=9071638" �http://search.eb.com/eb/article?tocId=9071638�>.


� Picket, Lynn and Prince, Clive. The Templar Revelation. Touchstone. 1998. p.98


� Robinson, John J. Born in Blood- The Lost Secrets of Freemasonry. M. Evans and Company, 1989 p. xiv


� Picket, Lynn and Prince, Clive. The Templar Revelation. Touchstone. 1998. p.125


� Picket, Lynn and Prince, Clive. The Templar Revelation. Touchstone. 1998. p.130


� Telephone interview with Russell Vaiden, Past District Deputy Grand Master for the 7th Masonic District of New Hampshire, 10/26/04, 8:00 PM  


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.mastermason.com/jjcrowder/reguis/reguis.htm" ��http://www.mastermason.com/jjcrowder/reguis/reguis.htm�, Oct 27th, 2004. The Regius Manuscript and Telephone interview with Russell Vaiden, Past District Deputy Grand Master for the 7th Masonic District of New Hampshire, 10/26/04, 8:00 PM  


� "Freemasonry." Encyclopædia Britannica. 2004.  Encyclopædia Britannica Online. �20 Oct. 2004 <� HYPERLINK "http://search.eb.com/eb/article?tocId=9035303" �http://search.eb.com/eb/article?tocId=9035303�>.


�  Robinson, John J. Born in Blood- The Lost Secrets of Freemasonry. M. Evans and Company, 1989. 245


� Robinson, John J. Born in Blood- The Lost Secrets of Freemasonry. M. Evans and Company, 1989 p. xvi, 235-236


� 33 Medieval Sourcebook, (c)Paul Halsall Jan 1996, � HYPERLINK "http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/guild-sthhmptn.html" ��http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/guild-sthhmptn.html�, Nov 7th, 2004. 


� 33 Medieval Sourcebook, (c)Paul Halsall Jan 1996, � HYPERLINK "http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/guild-sthhmptn.html" ��http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/guild-sthhmptn.html�, Nov 7th, 2004. 


� � HYPERLINK "http://skepdic.com/freemasons.html" ��http://skepdic.com/freemasons.html�


� Robinson, John J. Born in Blood- The Lost Secrets of Freemasonry. M. Evans and Company, 1989 p. xviii


� Robinson, John J. Born in Blood- The Lost Secrets of Freemasonry. M. Evans and Company, 1989 p. 232


� Robinson, John J. Born in Blood- The Lost Secrets of Freemasonry. M. Evans and Company, 1989 p.224


� Robinson, John J. Born in Blood- The Lost Secrets of Freemasonry. M. Evans and Company, 1989 p. 238-239


� Robinson, John J. Born in Blood- The Lost Secrets of Freemasonry. M. Evans and Company, 1989 p.240


� Telephone interview with Russell Vaiden, Past District Deputy Grand Master for the 7th Masonic District of New Hampshire, 10/26/04, 8:00 PM  


� Robinson, John J. Born in Blood- The Lost Secrets of Freemasonry. M. Evans and Company, 1989 p.240


� Robinson, John J. Born in Blood- The Lost Secrets of Freemasonry. M. Evans and Company, 1989 p.238


� Robinson, John J. Born in Blood- The Lost Secrets of Freemasonry. M. Evans and Company, 1989 p.237-238


� Robinson, John J. Born in Blood- The Lost Secrets of Freemasonry. M. Evans and Company, 1989 p. 240-241


� Robinson, John J. Born in Blood- The Lost Secrets of Freemasonry. M. Evans and Company, 1989, front cover


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.templarhistory.com/masonic.html" ��http://www.templarhistory.com/masonic.html�, Oct 26th, 2004


Article © Stephen Dafoe & Dagobert's Revenge Magazine


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.templarhistory.com/masonic.html" ��http://www.templarhistory.com/masonic.html�, Oct 26th, 2004


Article © Stephen Dafoe & Dagobert's Revenge Magazine


� � HYPERLINK "http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb?index=3&did=000000276781312&SrchMode=1&sid=2&Fmt=10&VInst=PROD&VType=PQD&RQT=309&VName=HNP&TS=1097527015&clientId=28381" �MASONS IN MOURNING.; ACTION OF THE KNIGHTS TEMPLAR ON MR GARFIELD DEATH.�   The Washington Post 1877. Oct 9, 1881.


� � HYPERLINK "http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb?index=7&did=000000242737592&SrchMode=1&sid=3&Fmt=10&VInst=PROD&VType=PQD&RQT=309&VName=HNP&TS=1097527124&clientId=28381" �MASONIC EVENT ARRANGED.; Scottish Rite Temple Cornerstone Laying Program Ready. ��The Washington Post (1877-1954). Washington, D.C.: Oct 4, 1911.


� 2003-2004 Dame Stella Bernardi DGCTJ � HYPERLINK "http://templars.org.uk/" ��http://templars.org.uk/�, Oct 26th, 2004


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.templarhistory.com/masonic.html" ��http://www.templarhistory.com/masonic.html�, Oct 26th, 2004


Article © Stephen Dafoe & Dagobert's Revenge Magazine


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.geocities.com/eurasia_uk/templars2.html" ��http://www.geocities.com/eurasia_uk/templars2.html�, Oct 26th, 2004, THE AMAZING KNIGHTS TEMPLAR by David Hatcher Childress: Part Two This article is extracted from the Introduction to the recently reprinted 1852 book The History of the Knights Templar, by Charles G. Addison. 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.templarhistory.com/masonic.html" ��http://www.templarhistory.com/masonic.html�, Oct 26th, 2004


Article © Stephen Dafoe & Dagobert's Revenge Magazine


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.geocities.com/eurasia_uk/templars2.html" ��http://www.geocities.com/eurasia_uk/templars2.html�, Oct 26th, 2004, THE AMAZING KNIGHTS TEMPLAR by David Hatcher Childress: Part Two This article is extracted from the Introduction to the recently reprinted 1852 book The History of the Knights Templar, by Charles G. Addison. 


� Bannockburn, Battle of." Encyclopædia Britannica. 2004.  Encyclopædia Britannica Online. �27 Oct. 2004 <� HYPERLINK "http://search.eb.com/eb/article?tocId=9013209" �http://search.eb.com/eb/article?tocId=9013209�>.


�  � HYPERLINK "http://www.geocities.com/eurasia_uk/templars2.html" ��http://www.geocities.com/eurasia_uk/templars2.html�, Oct 26th, 2004, THE AMAZING KNIGHTS TEMPLAR by David Hatcher Childress: Part Two This article is extracted from the Introduction to the recently reprinted 1852 book The History of the Knights Templar, by Charles G. Addison. 


�  � HYPERLINK "http://www.geocities.com/eurasia_uk/templars2.html" ��http://www.geocities.com/eurasia_uk/templars2.html�, Oct 26th, 2004, THE AMAZING KNIGHTS TEMPLAR by David Hatcher Childress: Part Two This article is extracted from the Introduction to the recently reprinted 1852 book The History of the Knights Templar, by Charles G. Addison.


� "Lollard." Encyclopædia Britannica. 2004.  Encyclopædia Britannica Online. �27 Oct. 2004 <� HYPERLINK "http://search.eb.com/eb/article?tocId=9048798" �http://search.eb.com/eb/article?tocId=9048798�>.


� Robinson, John J. Born in Blood- The Lost Secrets of Freemasonry. M. Evans and Company, 1989 p. xi-xii


� Telephone interview with Russell Vaiden, Past District Deputy Grand Master for the 7th Masonic District of New Hampshire, 10/26/04, 8:00 PM  


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.maknap.com/templars.htm#" ��http://www.maknap.com/templars.htm#�, Oct 27th, 2004 © 2004 MakNap Ltd


� Robinson, John J. Born in Blood- The Lost Secrets of Freemasonry. M. Evans and Company, 1989 p. 241-243


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.geocities.com/eurasia_uk/templars2.html" ��http://www.geocities.com/eurasia_uk/templars2.html�, Oct 26th, 2004, THE AMAZING KNIGHTS TEMPLAR by David Hatcher Childress: Part Two This article is extracted from the Introduction to the recently reprinted 1852 book The History of the Knights Templar, by Charles G. Addison. 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.templarhistory.com/masonic.html" ��http://www.templarhistory.com/masonic.html�


Article © Stephen Dafoe & Dagobert's Revenge Magazine


� BW, December 1999 � HYPERLINK "http://www.tartans.com/articles/famscots/sinclairh.html" ��http://www.tartans.com/articles/famscots/sinclairh.html�, Oct 26th, 2004


� “The Search for the Holy Grail in Nova Scotia” SBB, November, 1999 � HYPERLINK "http://www.tartans.com/articles/holygrail.html" ��http://www.tartans.com/articles/holygrail.html�, Oct 26th, 2004


� “The Search for the Holy Grail in Nova Scotia” SBB, November, 1999 � HYPERLINK "http://www.tartans.com/articles/holygrail.html" ��http://www.tartans.com/articles/holygrail.html�, Oct 26th, 2004 and 


“Prince Henry Sinclair Society of North America” � HYPERLINK "http://sinclair.quarterman.org/sinclair/phssna.html" ��http://sinclair.quarterman.org/sinclair/phssna.html�, Nov 6, 2004.


� Telephone interview with Russell Vaiden, Past District Deputy Grand Master for the 7th Masonic District of New Hampshire, 10/26/04, 8:00 PM  


� Telephone interview with Russell Vaiden, Past District Deputy Grand Master for the 7th Masonic District of New Hampshire, 10/26/04, 8:00 PM  


� Telephone interview with Russell Vaiden, Past District Deputy Grand Master for the 7th Masonic District of New Hampshire, 10/26/04, 8:00 PM 


� � HYPERLINK "http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb?index=2&did=000000222479712&SrchMode=1&sid=3&Fmt=10&VInst=PROD&VType=PQD&RQT=309&VName=HNP&TS=1097527124&clientId=28381" �Templar Commander Urges Light Shed on Freemasonry� By Leon V. Stone Staff Writer of The Christian Science Monitor. Christian Science Monitor (1908-Current file). Boston, Mass.: Mar 25, 1949


� 31 e-mail from Russell Vaiden, Past District Deputy Grand Master for the 7th Masonic District of New Hampshire to Jordan Tirrell-Wysocki, 2:22 PM Oct 27th, 2004.


� Telephone interview with Russell Vaiden, Past District Deputy Grand Master for the 7th Masonic District of New Hampshire, 10/26/04, 8:00 PM 





PAGE  
1
Jordan Tirrell-Wysocki


