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Chapter 93

 Mike Perez
5 Orme Court

Kensington Gardens

Numerary

5 Orme Court:  While the official address of Opus Dei’s headquarters is 6 Orme Court, Dan Brown is probably correct in claiming this is the address.  Although on the Opus Dei site (www.opusdei.org) the address is listed as being 6, many websites list it as being 5.

Kensington Gardens: Kennsington Gardens is one of eight royal parks in the city of London.  Originally it was chosen by William III and Mary II as a place of residence.  In 1728 it was converted into a park by Queen Caroline, but was not opened to the public until Queen Victoria began to allow well dressed citizens in for tours.  Queen Victoria is also responsible for many renovations and additions to the park including the Italian Gardens, and the Albert Memorial.  In 2000 a seven mile Memorial Walk was built to honor the life of Princess Diana.  The walk passes through the Hyde, Green and St. James’ parks in addition to the Kensington Gardens.  In The Da Vinci Code Brown alludes to the Kensington Gardens as bordering Orme Court.

http://www.royalparks.gov.uk/parks/kensington_gardens/
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Numerary: B. n. R.C. Church. A member of the highest of the three lay ranks of the Opus Dei prelature; (with the) these members collectively (with pl. concord).  In The Da Vinci Code, Silas introduces himself as an Opus Dei numerary when he enters the London headquarters.
 http://dictionary.oed.com/cgi/entry/00328399?single=1&query_type=word&queryword=numerary&edition=3e&first=1&max_to_show=10 (October 31, 2004)

