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Tracheotomy

Anaphylactic shock

The Sorbonne   initially a college within the University of Paris, founded by Robert de Sorbon and opened in 1253 to educate theology students that were not friars. The college gained academic recognition in early modern times, and in the 16th century evolved into a study and discussion base for theology scholars and enthusiasts. More recently, the college grounds have been entirely taken over by the University of Paris, and “the Sorbonne” is now often used to reference the University. 

“La Sorbonne” 
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http://www.csupomona.edu/~plin/ls201/astronomy.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/society/A0845964.html
(10/25/04 at 3:51 pm)

Cum Laude adverb or adjective

 Etymology: New Latin, with praise : with distinction <graduated cum laude> 

http://www.m-w.com/cgi-bin/dictionary?book=Dictionary&va=cum+laude&x=16&y=13

Brahms – referencing pianist Johannes Brahms, a German composer of symphonies, choral pieces, and numerous songs. He lived 1833-1897, and his music represents his master abilities in the classical genre of music, and it influenced the later masters Hayden, Mozart and Beethoven.
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http://search.eb.com/eb/article?tocId=9016167&query=brahms&ct=eb
http://web02.hnh.com/composerPaintings/Brahms/Brahms.jpg
(accessed 10/25/04 at 4:06 pm)

Tracheotomy – also known as a tracheostomy, it is a medical process in which an opening is made in the upper region of trachea to facilitate breathing. The peanuts that Silas consume cause him to have an allergic reaction, and his trachea swells cutting off his airway to his lungs, making this operation necessary for survival. 

http://dictionary.oed.com/cgi/entry/00255601?query_type=word&queryword=tracheotomy&edition=2e&first=1&max_to_show=10&xref=1&single=1&sort_type=alpha
(accessed 10/25/04 at 4:57 pm)

Anaphylactic shock   a severe allergic reaction that occurs very quickly and can kill; often includes generalized itching, skin irritation, difficulty breathing, tightening of the chest, dizziness, and a rapid pulse; in Silas’ case it is the swelling of the trachea in response to consuming peanuts

http://www.users.globalnet.co.uk/~aair/anaphylaxis.htm#SEC1
(accessed 10/25/04 at 4:59 pm)

