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 Chapter 78

Mike Perez

vellum   

black onyx

Vellum: Vellum is a type of parchment made out of animal skins.  It is most commonly made out of calf leather and is known to have been used as early as 2450 BC by the ancient Egyptians.  In The Da Vinci Code, Langdon and Sophie are surprised to discover that the contents of the cryptex are made of vellum and not papyrus. (see chapter 47)

"publishing, history of." Encyclopædia Britannica. 2004.  Encyclopædia Britannica Online. 
20 Oct. 2004 <http://search.eb.com/eb/article?tocId=28607>.
Black onyx   Onyx is a semi-precious stone made of the mineral silica.   It is one of the twelve stones alluded to in the Bible and is still used today in artwork because of its ability to accentuate contrast.  Black onyx is actually brown but often appears black in jewelry and artwork due to society’s tendency to dye onyx stones. "onyx." Encyclopædia Britannica. 2004.  Encyclopædia Britannica Online. 
20 Oct. 2004 <http://search.eb.com/eb/article?tocId=9057155>. 
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