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Versailles  The name of a hunting lodge to the south-west of Paris built by Louis XIII and enlarged into a palace by Louis XIV in the 17th century. Information taken from the Oxford English Dictionary online: http://dictionary.oed.com. See also Chapter 51.
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Francois Mansart (1598-1666) French architect [noted for his work on numerous chateaux and town houses, including the north wing of the royal chateau at Blois (1635-38); and for the double-angled roof (in which the lower part is steeper than the upper) which bears his name]. http://www.anecdotage.com/index.php?aid=5261. Dan Brown claims that he is the designer of Chateau Villete in 1668. However, more than one source confirms that Francois Mansart died in 1666. 
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Le Notre  The greatest French garden and landscape designer. Andre Le Notre followed his father as head gardener at the Jardin des Tuilleries in Paris and also studied fine art in Paris. The parks which Le Notre designed at Vaux-le-Vicomte and Versailles are the supreme examples of the French seventeenth century style of garden design. http://www.gardenvisit.com/b/notre.htm
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Vaux-le-Vicomte,

La Petite Versailles The Chateau Villete’s nickname was La Petite Versailles, because it resembled Versailles and was more of a modest castle than mansion. 
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Polio  Polio, or more properly poliomyelitis, was one of the most feared and studied diseases of the first half of the 20th Century. Poliomyelitis is an "inflammation of the gray matter of the spinal cord.   Polio is caused by a virus which results in an acute infection. Neurons (nerve cells) in the anterior horns of the spinal cord and the lower brain are affected, resulting in "tightness in the neck, back, and hamstring muscles as well as varying degrees of muscle weakness, as paralysis sets in. Poliomyelitis is an "inflammation of the gray matter of the spinal. Though the word "poliomyelitis" sounds complicated and impressive, it was formed by putting together the Greek words for the site of the disease - polios, meaning gray, myelos, meaning marrow, and adding the English suffix, itis, meaning inflammation. It has gone by many names including infantile paralysis, Heine-Medin's Disease, debility of the lower extremities, and spinal paralytic paralysis. In common usage, the term poliomyelitis is abbreviated to polio. Polio is caused by a virus which results in an acute infection. However, contrary to what is commonly believed, the virus did not typically result in paralysis. Rather, the majority of infected individuals experienced only mild respiratory or gastrointestinal symptoms, often accompanied by fever, headache, and muscle stiffness. These symptoms lasted only a few days, and many had such mild cases that they did not even realize they were ill. Therefore, they often continued on with there daily routines, attending school or work, and exposing many others to the polio virus. This fact helps explain the reports of many polio survivors that they were the only ones in their family, neighborhood, or community to have had polio. In actuality, there could have been many individuals with whom they came into contact who had the minor illness, as non-paralytic polio was often called. 

    Only in a small number of cases did the virus penetrate the central nervous system, causing the major illness, or "true polio." In these cases, neurons (nerve cells) in the anterior horns of the spinal cord and the lower brain were affected, resulting in "tightness in the neck, back, and hamstring muscles as well as varying degrees of muscle weakness, as paralysis sets in". Though there was never a cure for polio, most who contracted it experienced improvement in muscle strength and control after the acute infection subsided. In some cases, however, motor neurons were left severely damaged or completely destroyed, resulting in permanent weakness or paralysis, most commonly to the lower extremities. 

    There is also still some mystery surrounding the exact means by which the polio virus is transmitted. As Smith (1990) noted in her history of the development of the Salk vaccine, "Nobody has ever completely settled the question of how polio is spread, though the best evidence suggests the virus is excreted in the stool and passed through hand-to-hand contact . . ."

    The belief that the polio virus is spread by contact with the feces of an already infected person has been offered as an explanation for the increased incidence of polio in developed countries such as the United States during the 20th Century. According to this theory, before the advent of modern sewage treatment plants and other improvements in public sanitation, virtually all individuals were exposed to the polio virus early in their lives when they were at least partially protected by maternal antibodies. Thus, they developed mild, non-paralytic infections, probably during infancy, which provided them with lifelong immunity. However, with better sanitation, both these early infections as well as the likelihood of receiving antibody protection decreased, resulting in greater susceptibility to paralytic polio. Thus, in the words of Smith: 

Put simply, paralytic polio was an inadvertent by-product of modern sanitary conditions. When people were no longer in contact with the open sewers and privies that had once exposed them to the polio virus in very early infancy when paralysis rarely occurs, the disease changed from an endemic condition so mild that no one knew of its existence to a seemingly new epidemic threat of mysterious origins and terrifyingly unknown scope.

    This central theory regarding the spread of polio is supported, at least to some extent, by experiences in third world countries.  During World War II, for instance, U.S. and British troops stationed in undeveloped countries were much more likely to contract polio than native peoples, who apparently had already developed immunity. Even in the 1970's, when individuals from developed countries came into contact with those from a country without a modern sanitation system, the incidence of paralytic polio was about twenty times greater for those from the developed country.

Readers old enough to recall the epidemic years of the 1940's and 50's probably have vivid recollections of community swimming pools and other public areas being closed during the "dog days" of July and August.  Perhaps this was an appropriate precaution.  The disease occurred thirty-five times more frequently in August than in April (the month of lowest incidence).  Though no one really knows why this was the case, it does not appear that seasonal variation in interpersonal contacts is a sufficient explanation.  Rather, it is more likely that warm, moist weather favored transmission of the disease, as Bradshaw (1989) and others have noted.  This is, however, just a hypothesis.  The actual reason for the seemingly random appearance of polio epidemics remains a mystery to this day. Since the disease is all but dead, it seems unlikely that all of polio's mysteries will ever be solved. http://www.cloudnet.com/~edrbsass/poliodefinition.htm. 
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re: see prec. and DILECTION.]  A mental preference or partiality; a favourable predisposition or prepossession. Oxford English Dictionary online: http://dictionary.oed.com.

Herculean  [f. L. Hercule-us, f. Hercul[image: image10.png]


s  + -AN. Cf. F. Herculéen.]  Strong, powerful, violent. According to the Oxford English Dictionary, Hercules was a celebrated hero of Greek and Roman mythology, who after death was ranked among the gods and received divine honours. He is represented as possessed of prodigious strength, whereby he was enabled to perform twelve extraordinary tasks or ‘labours’ imposed upon him by Hera, to which, and to his club, there are many allusions in literature. In Greek and Latin his name is used in exclamations and asseverations. Oxford English Dictionary online: http://dictionary.oed.com. Lea Teabing was talking in a strong powerful manner when he asked “Shall I serve you coffee, or tea?”

Henley  The name of a town on the Thames, in Oxford shire, used alone or attributed to designate the annual regatta held there since 1839. Taken from the Oxford English Dictionary online: http://dictionary.oed.com. This is where a rowing event took place that involved Lea Teabings’ school, Oxford, against Robert Langdon’s school, Harvard.
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Henley Regatta was first held in 1839 and has been held annually ever since, except during the two World Wars. Originally staged by the Mayor and people of Henley as a public attraction with a fair and other amusements, the emphasis rapidly changed so that competitive amateur rowing became its main purpose.
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