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Chapter 31

Jordan Tirrell-Wysocki

Upper echelon

Upper echelon- 3. transf. A grade or rank in any (esp. civil) administration or profession. orig. U.S.   1950 in M. McLuhan Mech. Bride (1951) 2/3 ‘The catalogue will be confined to posts in the higher echelons,’ said Mr. Ross. 1951 Here & Now (N.Z.) May 20/2 The United States delegation on any one day may, on the other hand, amount to as many as 100 people (with reserve echelons of advisers, experts, consultants and translators in Washington). 1957 P. FRANKAU Bridge 203 Do educationalists get as drunk when they convene as the lower echelons do? 1958 Times 12 Jan. 5/3 The higher echelons of the law and politics have become almost an Oxford preserve. 1969 Daily Tel. 8 Feb. 15/1 A security leak in the top echelon of the Civil Service. Oxford English Dictionary Online
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Brown uses “upper echelon” to refer to the highest ranking members of the Priory of Sion. The word is also used in the military to refer to either a formation of troops or a specific unit in that formation. Below is an example of the echelon formation used by tanks during WWII.
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