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Chapter 12 

Ellie Molyneux

Maze-Like series of dividers                  Spring In Paris                           Sauniere/Saunière 

Maze-Like series of dividers refers to the dividing system Grand Gallery of the Denon wing of the Louvre Museum. 
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For a partial view of the Grand Gallery, go to http://www.louvre.fr/louvrea.htm (9/20/04)

Spring In Paris Referencing semi-popular 1940’s Jazz artist Ray Noble’s song “Paris in the Spring,” which speaks of love and romance blossoming around the city of Paris. 

“Paris In The Spring, Mm---Mm---
Hearts begin to dance, Mm---Mm---
And in ev'ry glance you'll find
An invitation to romance.”

 Access the full lyrics: http://www.elyrics4u.com/member/print/?ID=19599 (9/20/04)

Sauniere/Saunière – multiple versions of the story of “Rennes-le-chateau” are currently in circulation. One states that Sauniere was the last name of a parish priest who became very wealthy after receiving large amounts of money to “refurbish the local church and also to build many structures in the area such as the Tower of the Magdelene.” Sauniere died in 1917 and left the secret of his wealth to his housekeeper, who promised only to tell the secret if she were facing death. However, she dies in 1953 of a stroke and never reavealed her secret. There is speculation that the money might have been connected to the Templars or to a blackmail situation against the church because Sauniere’s last confession before his death was apparently so shocking that the priest who heard it denied him “absolution and last rights.”

http://www.dreamscape.com/morgana/metis.htm (9/20/04)

This website references a “Leigh” who was an “intrepid historian” who searched to find the answer to a cipher. The name of the church that Sauniere received money to build was Rennes-le-Château,” le-Château being also referenced in The Da Vinci Code as the nickname of Leigh Teabing’s house.

A second version of the story (this website seems to have a little more integrity and also tourist-attractiveness than the above site) is that Sauniere was initially responsible for erasing a cipher etched onto a tombstone of a woman who had allegedly died with secrets involving the church. The website below tells more on this story and includes links to Sauniere’s later life. The picture of what Sauniere allegedly erased is quite interesting and relevant to the story told in The DaVinci Code. It is an etching of a “V” with Latin writings. It seems that for some reason, Sauniere did not want this woman’s tomb marked with any sign of her importance or sacred status as a female, possibly because it could lead to the discovery of her secret.

http://www.renneslechateau.com/anglais/histoire.htm  (9/20/04).



