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Fieldstone house    A house made from fieldstones, or “stones as found in the field, used esp. for building.”
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Italianvillas.com
 Complete definition of ‘fieldstone’ provided by Oxford English Dictionary
Chauvel   This name appears to be a common French last name, as searches of encyclopedias, dictionaries, and the internet resulted in no specific translation.  Try it yourself at google.com.
Merovingian   “Of, relating to, or designating the first dynasty of Frankish kings founded by Clovis (Chlodovech) and reigning in Gaul and Germany from about 500 to 751-2; belonging to or characteristic of this period.”  The Merovingian dynasty began with Childeric I in 476 AD.  The dynasty expanded over the course of years, but became divided between brothers a number of times.  Childeric III, the last Merovingian king, was dethroned in 750 AD by an Austrian ruler.  In context, Brown asserts that the Merovingian bloodline is linked to Jesus and Mary Magdalene, as well as Sohpie’s family.

"Merovingian dynasty." Encyclopædia Britannica. 2004.  Encyclopædia Britannica Online. 
11 Oct. 2004  <http://search.eb.com/eb/article?tocId=9001649>.

Complete definition of ‘Merovingian’ provided by Oxford Oxford English Dictionary
Papyrus   “A substance prepared, in the form of thin sheets, from the stem of the papyrus plant, by laying thin slices or strips of it side by side, with another layer of similar strips crossing them, and usually a third layer again parallel to the first, the whole being then soaked in water, pressed together, and dried; used by the ancient Egyptians, Greeks, Romans, etc., as a material for writing on.”  In context, Sauniére’s writings from inside the cryptex were written on papyrus.  Perhaps this reference is an attempt by Brown to show the importance of the writings by associating them with those ancient civilizations.
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Photo of papyrus provided by:  http://tubes.ominix.com/art/misc/papyrus-02.png
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http://www.nybg.org/events/papyrus.JPG
Complete definition of ‘papyrus' provided by Oxford Oxford English Dictionary
(See also Chapter 47)
Yahweh   The Israelite God.  The name Yahweh fell out of use by Jews after the 3rd century BC due to the sentiment that it was too sacred to be uttered and the adoption of a new term for the God of the Israelites, “Elohim.”  The word is actually formed from four Hebrew consonants (YHWH), but an exact meaning of the word cannot be agreed upon.  However, most translations center around the idea of bringing something into existence.  In context, Brown refers to Yahweh as the “male deity” as part of a “perfect union.”  

"Yahweh." Encyclopædia Britannica. 2004.  Encyclopædia Britannica Online. 
11 Oct. 2004  <http://search.eb.com/eb/article?tocId=9077715>.(See Also Chapter 74)
Shekinah   “The visible manifestation of the Divine Majesty, esp. when resting between the cherubim over the mercy-seat or in the temple of Solomon; a glory or refulgent light symbolizing the Divine Presence.”  The word orginates from Hebrew and is often associated with light and femininity.  In context, Brown refers to Shekinah as the “female deity” that, along with Yahweh, forms the “perfect union of male and female.”   

Complete definition of ‘Shekinah' provided by Oxford English Dictionary
Information obtained from Jewish Encylopedia.com on October 11, 2004.

Brunelleschi   (born 1377, died 1446)  Filippo Brunelleschi, an Italian architect, is famous for his Renaissance architecture including the dome at Florence Cathedral in Italy.  In context, however, Brown refers to “the Brunelleschi,” meaning the Hotel Brunelleschi in Florence, Italy.  Parts of the hotel were formerly the Tower of Pagliazza, a Byzantine landmark, and San Michele in Palchetto, a Medieval church.  The hotel has since been renovated, but has maintained the architectural theme of the time period. 
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Hotel Brunelleschi Official Site.

“Brunelleschi, Filippo." Encyclopædia Britannica. 2004.  Encyclopædia Britannica Online. 
11 Oct. 2004 <http://search.eb.com/eb/article?tocId=9016777>.
